
  

Quainton Church Open for Private Prayer 
After a long-awaited announcement from the government, we are pleased 
to be able to open the church for individual private prayer. The church will 
be open during daytime hours only, and we kindly ask that visitors to the 
church read and follow the recommended guidelines that will be on 
display. Whilst services are not able to resume just yet, the online services 
will continue to be posted. See p.3 for more information on this. Please also 
see p.9 for ways you can donate to our church at the moment. 
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       Welcome from Holy Cross & St Mary’s Church 
 

 
  

mother found out that the local policeman had given me a clip round the ear for a minor 
misdemeanour, I got another clip round the ear when I got home! No Video Games, no “99 
Channel TV”, no NETFLIX, boxsets, mobile phones, or text messages. If we needed a phone, we 
would walk down the road and use the phone in the red telephone box on the corner and use 
real money to make the call.  

It was a very different world. 

Our world today has been hit by an invisible enemy. Pandemics have occurred regularly 
through history. In 1665, “social distancing” orders emptied college campuses throughout 
England, as the bubonic plague killed 100,000 people. Isaac Newton, a 24-year-old student from 
Cambridge at the time, was among those forced into lockdown in his childhood home. He later 
referred to this time as his “year of wonders.” During his time in lockdown he discovered 
differential and integral calculus, formulated a theory of universal gravitation, and explored 
optics, experimenting with prisms and investigating light. Newton’s biographer James Gleick 
writes: “The plague year was his transfiguration.” 

It would certainly be great not to go back to the way it was. During these lockdown days, we 
have discovered the value of relationships, of caring for our neighbour, of supporting local 
businesses, of growing our own veg and breathing the fresh air of the countryside. 

If “the new normal” is simply a jazzed up version of life as we have always known it, I’m sure 
you will agree that we will have lost the opportunity to do things differently with our lifestyles, 
our environment, our relationships and our spirituality. 

One of the reasons I became a Christian was because I was attracted by the unpredictable 
nature of the Christian faith. Jesus never brought us a new normal, he re-wrote the rule book of 
life and showed us a better way. 

Keep safe, stay blessed and don’t be afraid to explore, 

Blessings, 
Rev Steve 

Reverend Steve Flashman 
Vicar, Holy Cross & St Mary, Quainton; and All Saints, Oving with Pitchcott 

The Rectory, 27, Church Street, Quainton, Bucks HP22 4AW 
Web: www.steveflashman.com Mobile: 07950 000910 Home: 01296 655237 

 

Dear friends, 

Apparently, we are heading for “the new normal”, whatever 
‘normal’ means. 

When I was growing up, our “normal” went like this: 

Riding in the back of my dad’s van – he was a Painter & Decorator 
– no seat belts, no air bags, no seats! When I got sick there were no 
child proof lids on the medicine bottles and I cycled around the 
streets of London with no cycle helmet. My little gang made go-
carts out of pram wheels and planks of wood and hurtled down 
Birkbeck Hill towards a busy main road on many occasions. If my 

 



 

 
 

3 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   

 Welcome to the July 2020 issue 

 News From Our Church – Church Re-Opening! 
 

  

Although we are still unable to open the church for services, Government 
guidelines now allow us to open for individual private prayer. 

Following the completion of a risk assessment which was required of us in order to create 
a safe environment in the building, the church is now being opened during daylight hours 
for individual private prayer. Thank you all for your patience and understanding.  
 

We continue to provide Online Services every Sunday. These can be downloaded and 
viewed on our website: www.quaintonchurch.com 

 
Follow the “Can’t Get To Church?” and “Live Service” link at the top of the page. If you 

are using an iPad or Smartphone, turn it sideways! It gives a better view (landscape). 

We desperately miss the funds we collect from services, weddings, fundraising events etc 
please see page 9 for quick and easy ways you can donate to our church. 

 
 
 

Hello everyone,  
 
I’ve been putting it off and putting it off, but we have to 
face the fact now that we’ve got to cancel QuaintFest...   
 
It is a sad decision, but an obvious one with the 
government guidelines as they are right now (as I go to 
print). It is the biggest social event for the village with 
hundreds gathering on The Green to enjoy live music 
and the company of friends and neighbours, so I am sure  
it will be sorely missed. However, please give a thought 
to our church because QuaintFest is its biggest fundraiser 
of the year. Maybe, if you would have enjoyed 
QuaintFest, you could please consider donating a few 
pounds to the church. Please see my feature on page 9 for  
quick and easy ways to donate or visit the website: 
www.quaintonchurch.com/donations. Thank you! 
 
 

Stay safe everyone and enjoy the read,  
 

   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Louisa Richards, Editor 
 
 

 
 

Louisa Richards, Editor 
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COVID-19: QUAINTON SUPPORT NETWORK 
 

 

Please follow government guidelines at all times – this is regularly 
changing, so please keep yourselves up to date with changing advice. 

 
Quainton Support Network remains in place to help anyone self-isolating or shielding 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. If you have tested positive for Covid-19, or are suffering 
symptoms, and are having to self-isolate, please do not hesitate to get in touch to ask for 
help. We can help with shopping, prescriptions, dog walking or just to give you someone 
to talk to on the phone. Contact details are below. Our volunteers are being used and 
appreciated, so thank you to everyone in the support network. If for whatever reason you 
are no longer able to offer your services to the network, please just let us know. 
 
Waddesdon Prescriptions 
The majority of these are delivered to the shop but please phone Jan Stiegeler on 655800 if 
you need your prescription to be collected from the surgery, for example emergency 
medicines. Lizzie has been delivering these prescriptions brought to the Store by 
the surgery but she is now very busy at work so sadly she can no longer do this. Two to 
three crates of medicines are dropped at the Village Store Monday and Thursday. Thanks 
to Lizzie for all the deliveries and her kindness - you will probably have seen her whizzing 
round on her bike. Do not worry though as Martin has kindly volunteered to take over 
this delivery role. If you are not in when he calls, it will be taken back to the Store.  
 

Whitchurch prescriptions 
Nothing has changed here; if you need a prescription collected please phone Claire 655552. 
 

Get in Touch 
If you need help, now or later, call one of the Quainton Support Network facilitators – 
details below. We have volunteers who could chat and volunteer counsellors who 
could offer support, please just ask. 
 

Supplies 
Quainton Village Stores and the George and Dragon offer delivery services to those self-
isolating or shielding – see p.9 for more information from both establishments. 
 
Get in Touch 
If you need help, now or later, call one of the Quainton Support Network facilitators 
below, explain your needs and they will put you in touch with a volunteer in your street. 
 

Claire Lucas  655552             Louisa Richards   655560 
Brian Fludgate  651354             Nick Heirons  651886 

 

Or email: qsn-help@quainton.org.uk 
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  Quainton Village Stores: Grocery Store, Off Licence & Post Office 

Emma and Sarah welcome you to Quainton Village Store. We continue to work hard to keep 
the shelves stocked with your daily essentials, whilst supporting local suppliers. We also 
continue to constantly increase our product lines and have lots of new products in store! As 
well as your everyday grocery and household essentials we have: 
 

* Fresh bread and cakes 
* Fresh fruit and vegetables 
* Butchers meat (chicken, mince, lamb, sausages, burgers, bacon and more) 
* Home-made ready meals and pies 
* Wood, kindling, house and BBQ Coal 
* Wine, beer and spirits 
* Post Office services 
* Plus much, much more! 
 

Also: we are offering a FREE delivery service for the elderly and self-isolating, please call us 
on 01296 655599 and we will take your order. 
 

Follow us on Facebook – Search ‘Quainton Village Store’ – for up to date information on 
products, services and opening times. 

 

Thank you for your continued support! Emma and Sarah 
Quainton Village Store, 6 Church Street, Quainton HP22 4AP. 

Tel: 01296 655599. email: quaintonshop@gmail.com 
 
 

George & Dragon: Takeaway and Provisions Supplier 
In line with Government guidelines, we remain open as a takeaway and provisions supplier, 
available to collect from the Coffee Shop (or we can deliver if you’re shielding/self-isolating).  
 

Coffee Shop: Open for takeaway drinks and snacks, cake, sandwiches etc.  
Hours: Tues-Sat: 9am-3pm; Sunday 9-2pm. For breakfast/lunch, please pre-order by phone. 
 

Takeaway: Our weekly-changing menu of evening takeaway dishes continues. We post these 
on Facebook and write them on the board outside the coffee shop. If you cannot access either, 
please just call us and we can let you know. To order, please call us. Beer still available – bring 
your own containers! Collect from the Coffee Shop (times below.) 
 

Delivery of:  
• Parrotts Butchers meat, fruit and veg, bakery items 
• Frozen pies, lasagna, moussaka, can be made to order, please enquire 
All items are stock dependent. Please email meat/grocery orders. Payment in advance by 
phone or contactless on collection. 
 

Fruit & Veg, and all the provisions usually sold in the Coffee Shop, are now available in our 
newly set up space in the old butcher’s shop.  
Open 9am-1.30pm Tuesday-Saturday. One person/family at a time inside please. 
 

Delivery/collection orders taken: 9-11.30am (breakfast), 11.30-1.30pm (lunch), 5-7.30pm 
(dinner). All meal orders to be taken by phone please. Items can be collected or delivered, but 
strictly one person in the coffee shop at a time.  

Thank you for your continued support, Darren, George and all the Team 
Tel: 01296 655436   Email: enquiry@georgeanddragonquainton.co.uk 
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QuaintFest 2020 
Sadly, for obvious reasons, the time has come to cancel QuaintFest for 2020. We would like to 
suggest that people still get together on Saturday 11th July in their households on their streets 
and have their own mini-QuaintFest with their neighbours, whilst social distancing, of course. 
We hope everyone finds a way to mark the day; the day where we usually all come together 
and celebrate our community and our church. Thank you to everyone with whom we had 
started talks about this year’s event. 
 

The church is worryingly missing out on its biggest fundraiser of the year. This comes at a 
time when the church has not been able to receive its weekly collections during church 
services for over three months. Thanks to a huge amount of donations and purchases of beer 
and bubbly on the day, QuaintFest historically raises around £4,000 each year. If you would 
normally have enjoyed QuaintFest this year, please consider donating to the church instead to 
help us through the pandemic. There are several ways to donate; see below, or visit our 
website www.quaintonchurch.com/donations to find all the links you need! Thank you! 
 

JustGiving: https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/quainton-church  
This link takes you to our JustGiving crowdfunding page.  
 

QR Code: Scan this QR code using a QR code reader app  
on your phone to take you to our donations page 
 

Bank Details:  
If you would like to donate directly  
into our bank account, the details are: 
Quainton PCC, Natwest Bank, Aylesbury 
Account no.: 07321546. Sort Code: 60-01-31 
Please put ‘QuaintFest Donation’ as the reference. 
 

Regular Giving: Or, if you would like to sign up to give regularly using a direct debit, 
please email our Vicar Steve for a form: steve@steveflashman.com  
 

Thank you! QuaintFest will be back in 2021... 
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Quainton Parish Council 
Chairman: Arthur Evans. Councillors: Nick Heirons, Mrs C Lucas, 
N Butler, J Knox, M Wearn, Ms M Thompson.  
Clerk: Mr B Fludgate, 13 Church Street HP22 4AW. Tel: 651354. 
Email:  parishclerk@quainton.org.uk 
 The Chairman Reports:  

Planning Matters –New applications include the removal of the conservatory and erection of a single 
storey rear extension at 21 Lower Street, single storey front and side extensions at 6 Winwood Drive 
and part single, part two storey rear extension plus front porch at 89 Station Road. None of these 
proposed developments is opposed by Parish Council. The demolition of the front porch, replacement 
front entrance and erection of first floor front extension at 3 Winwood Drive have been approved as 
have the replacement sash windows at Brudenell House, plus the replacement lintel at Townsend 
Farmhouse and some variations to conditions relating to the new houses to be built at North End 
Nurseries. Since Parish Councils are no longer able to ask that particularly contentious applications be 
sent to committee rather than being left to officers we must ask our County Councillors to do so on our 
behalf. They will therefore be asking for proposed developments behind 135 and 151 Station Road to be 
sent to committee. Some new, requested documents in connection with the proposals for the Station 
Road Hatcheries have been submitted. Finally, and at very long last, we can look forward to the 
demolition of the derelict 159 Station Road and its replacement with two detached dwellings. 

HS2 I am only too well aware that I seem to be perpetually moaning about the activities associated with 
this project but can only plead that we feel like a person caught in a moorland bog. No sooner do we 
think we are on firm ground by solving one problem than immediately we are back in the mire as 
another unacceptable action is planned or actually already in motion. One of our number, out of 
necessity, is in regular contact with this organisation (I use the word ‘organisation’ extremely loosely 
since there are so many disparate parts who unfortunately often do not liaise with each other let alone 
think of residents) as we try to keep apace of what inconsiderate moves they will next formulate, almost 
as if they are deliberately aiming to make life difficult for locals. It was without any discussion with us, 
or consideration for local route users, let alone our farming community at the height of their season, but 
via an official announcement in our local paper, that we first became aware of their intention to close the 
Edgcott Road and the main entrance to Finemere Wood for 70 days starting in late June. Enquiries 
revealed that they deemed closure necessary as there would be up to 15 of their lorries per day 
travelling the route to one of their sites so, for their sub contractor’s convenience, they decided to close 
the road. As I write they are determined on that plan although belatedly they have agreed to permit 
access for affected farm vehicles. As for blocking the main access route to Finemere Wood they should 
know they are not permitted, by the parliamentary Act under which they operate, to do so. 
Unfortunately, frequent turnover of their own and sub-contracting staff makes communication 
precarious. Promises of improvement are many but frustratingly few come to fruition. Some phone apps 
presently show Edgcott Road closed and some also had Station Road mistakenly down as closed in mid 
June. We would like to think we can improve these matters but experience increases our cynicism and 
annoyance.  

Blocked drains We had hoped that the ditch clearing in Blackgrove Road would solve the frequent 
flooding at Berryfields crossroads but, as you will have seen, the recent deluge revealed that was a vain 
hope so it’s back to the attack again on that issue. Problems in Lower Street, North End junction, The 
Willows and Station Road continue. Annoyingly, but understandably, the County finances are under 
greater pressure than ever during the present Covid crisis. Consequently we have been warned not to 
build up expectations of any early resolution of these matters.  
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Transport for Bucks (TfB) The problems detailed last month still exist. Some very sporadic patching 
has been noted in lower Station Road but you can easily spot how much more is needed. Further 
work is anticipated. Beware that on the road to Waddesdon, at the bendy section, the traffic lights 
showing Green do so at each end, being only on Red when HS2 vehicles are crossing. Do not assume, 
as many do, that there will be no oncoming traffic on account of the green light. 

Westcott roundabout For the next two months work will be confined to the Venture Park before 
Westcott High Street is realigned. 

Bus Times Travellers will have noted the reduced timetable but those not able to access the Red Rose 
website have been left in ignorance as to what service is running, although the information can be 
gained by telephone. These are the times presently given for Service 16, with three in and three out 
Monday to Saturday. To Aylesbury times are 7 55, 11 15 and 17 17. From Aylesbury to Quainton the 
service leaves at 12 50, 15 50 and 17 50. 

Farm Traffic It should be expected, living in a rural area, that agricultural vehicles will be regular 
users. Many modern versions are quite wide, but all coming through Quainton are within permitted 
measurements. However negotiating such vehicles through narrow parts of our highway can be 
difficult, especially with so many parked cars in the inhabited parts. Please be supportive of our 
farming fraternity and sensitive to their access requirements. Local reaction to an online plea by the 
Parish Council for such consideration, after one unnecessary confrontation was reported (culprit 
unidentified so maybe not local), led to a very positive and understanding response from a host of 
local residents.  

Litter Thank you all. There was such a good response to a request for volunteers that all major routes 
will now be covered and we have a reserve list. Margaret Willoughby has been particularly helpful 
in liaising, and organising coverage. Hopefully you will notice an improvement in our local 
roadsides.  

Thames Water Mains replacement work is now said to have been completed. A further attempt at 
restoration of The Green has occurred. I am sure we will see TW again in our midst but may it not be 
too soon or prolonged. 

Public footpaths Broken stiles, failing footbridges, some dangerous, have been reported – please go 
to Buckinghamshire Council website to report any deficiencies online - but some difficulties and 
dangers still exist so be careful. In field paths, particularly the skate park and football fields, cracks 
caused by dry weather have quickly reappeared so do take care. 

Thank you to our younger residents for their acceptance of the closure of the Upper Street 
playground. We will open it the moment central government gives the go ahead. Thanks too to the 
skate park users of all ages, particularly for your use of the litter bin. Even though it has to be 
emptied by hand and contents lugged back to the village we commend you for keeping the place 
litter free. How rewarding it was to see some family groups enjoying the equipment down there 
without having to sit amongst litter. What a contrast to the selfish behaviour of two separate groups 
who recently just abandoned their rubbish in Bones Close for others to clear. 

Tables on the Green Owners of the George and Dragon have asked about the possibility of siting a 
small number of these to assist with distancing requirements once the present lockdown is relaxed. 
Naturally anxious to support local businesses, the P C will be seeking to respond positively although 
these matters are not always as straightforward as they first appear.  

Next Parish Council Meeting, on Thurs 9th July, may again be conducted by video conferencing. The 
technology let us down in June but we were fortunately able to reschedule for a week later. Members 
of the public are always invited to view and participate as appropriate. Via the PC website and 
Quainton Alert the Clerk provides updates. If you wish to be present please notify him.  
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Quainton School Update:  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Quainton Golf Society 
 
We are a friendly Society of golfers of varying standards and  
we (normally) meet monthly for events at local courses.  
 

Our next event is due to be on 31st July at Whipsnade Golf Club.  
This is obviously dependant on current restrictions being relaxed.  
 

For more information, and to check for cancellations,  
please contact Vince Hemsley on 07427555656 or  
vince.hemsley63@virginmedia.com. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Quainton School continues to remain open to 
key worker children and those in Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 6.  We miss the children from 
other years groups but as per government 
guidance we are restricted to how many children 
we can have in school.  
 
This time of year is usually very busy for school 
with residential trips, school productions, sports 
days, leavers performances, discos and 
more!  Unfortunately, we won't be able to hold 
these events this year but are hoping to hold 
several events later in the year.   
 
If you do see any of our lovely children around 
the village please be sure to say a positive word 
or two, especially to our Year 6 children who 
will be moving onto secondary school in the next 
few weeks.  
 
All the best and keep safe, 
 

Mr James Vernon, Headteacher 
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Aerial View of Holy Cross & St Mary’s Church 
Quainton resident and local helicopter pilot, Tamzin Evans, took this aerial view photo of 
our church. She was flying overhead whilst on a journey to reposition a helicopter from 
Wycombe Airpark, where it had been for maintenance, back to its homebase at Gloucester 
Airport and took the opportunity to take some photos of Quainton! Thank you Tamzin! 
 
 

Quainton Facebook Pages 
In case you are new to the village, new to Facebook or just unaware, I thought I’d let you 
know about our two very active and useful Facebook pages for Quainton residents. 
 
The most important one can be found by searching ‘Quainton Village Life’ on Facebook. 
This is just for Quainton residents and is a fabulous place to ask questions, share photos, 
give or ask for advice, get/share recommendations (for anything from which takeaways 
deliver to Quainton to the best local walks); some days we just share lovely photos from 
around our special village... anything really! If you need to ask a question, you are likely to 
get an answer within minutes.  
 
The second useful page is ‘Quainton Buying & Selling’, which is just that – it is used to buy 
and sell items locally. This has a wider audience and members of this page stretch to other 
surrounding villages. 
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QUAINTON FOOTBALL CLUB 
 

Cash prizes each month: over £3500 paid out over 12 months 
 

The May Draw  
 

 £100 108 Gareth Perrett  £20 117 K Lawday 
 £50 7  Keith Wilkinson  £18 68  Kenny Collins 
 £25 3  Graham Hart  £12  78 George Sloan 
 £25 4 Mrs J Bignal  £10 185 Richard Carter 
 £25 64 Ted Tarbox 

George & Dragon Meal Voucher:   5 Paul Bradbury  
 
 

Next Draw on Friday 26th June  

             
 
 

 

 

Quainton Gardening Society 
 
Due to the current restrictions and mask wearing, we have decided to cancel our coach 
outing to Coton Manor which is disappointing as I’m sure we would all like to escape for a 
day to a beautiful garden.  Hopefully next year. 
  

Currently, the committee are thinking about the Annual Produce Show (due to be held on 
September 5th).  It is unlikely that this will be in its usual format but perhaps something 
limited can be arranged in the car park, particularly sunflower heads so keep nurturing 
them! 
  
July Tips: 
 

It is not too late to do some successional sowing soon – peas, carrots, lettuce.  Keep an eye 
out for aphids on beans of all sorts. 
Liquid feed container plants every 2-4 weeks, and don’t let hanging baskets dry out – they 
can be difficult to rehydrate. 
  
A big thank you to everyone who has supported the plant stall in Church Street in aid of the 
Aylesbury Food Bank, by buying, donating plants and with donations.  This has now come 
to an end with £700 being donated to them. 

    Sue Wright, Chairman 
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Florence Nightingale Fundraiser becomes NOT The Midnight Walk 
Every year, hundreds of women, men and children from all over Buckinghamshire get 
together in Aylesbury to walk 5 or 10 miles to raise money for Florence Nightingale Hospice. 
This year, with coronavirus restrictions on mass gatherings, that will not be possible. This is a 
big problem because the Midnight Walk is its biggest fundraising event, raising on average 
£50,000 each year for hospice care in Buckinghamshire. 
      So, the fundraising team at Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity has had to think of 
something completely different for their Midnight Walkers this year. “How about a sunrise 
stroll instead?” said Vicky Harman, Events Manager at the Charity. “It’s still a challenge to 
get up really early and go for a long walk. As the sun rises at 5am, walkers can set off to walk 
by themselves, with their household, or socially distanced with friends or family. They can 
walk the usual five miles, or ten miles, or they can walk further if they want to. As it’s starting 
at dawn, but it’s replacing the much-loved Midnight Walk, we’re calling it Not The Midnight 
Walk.” The walk must be a minimum of 5 miles and should start at 5am on Saturday 18th July 
and it can be completed in your house, garden or outside as long as you comply with 
Government guidelines and social distancing regulations at all times. 
     The coronavirus emergency has forced the charity to cancel fundraising activity and close 
its shops and has prevented their supporters in the community from holding their own 
fundraising events too. “We’re very much hoping that our local community will rally round 
its hospice team and help us replace some of that lost income,” says Vicky. “It’s not the 
Midnight Walk we know and love,” she says, “but it’s still a chance to challenge yourself and 
support your local hospice and we’re hoping that will inspire people to join us on this virtual 
challenge and share their walk with us on social media.” 
     Florence Nightingale Hospice provides support, palliative treatment and care for people 
with terminal illnesses or who are at the end of life, both at the Hospice and in their own 
homes across Buckinghamshire. It also, crucially, supports them and their families at an 
emotionally devastating time. 

For more information and to sign up, please visit: 
www.fnhospice.org.uk/notthemidnightwalk or call 01296 429975 
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Farm Vehicles in Quainton 
 

Quainton is a proud rural community surrounded by farms and like us, farmers are 
working hard during these challenging times not only due to the Covid-19 emergency 
but an increasing economic downturn.  
 

Farming activity increases at certain periods of the year and June is no exception. This 
will mean more farm vehicles some with large machinery will pass through the centre of 
the village as the only practical route to access the fields around our village. Later in the 
year again vehicles will be more prevalent as for example we move towards harvest 
time. 
 

The parish council hopes residents will be understanding as in the overwhelming 
majority of cases, farm traffic through the village is necessary. Farm workers are aware 
and have been instructed they must stick to the speed limits and abide by all other 
highway regulations. 
 

Your co-operation and support on this matter will be greatly appreciated by all. 
 

Quainton Parish Council 
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Quainton Windmill Becomes VERY Modern 
We have recently introduced on-line payments for existing or new members; full details 
are available on the Join Us page of the quaintonwindmill.org website.  

In summary Individual membership is £10 pa, Household £20pa and Individual Life £100. 
Our Account No is 51641208 & Sort Code 60-01-31. Payment by cash or cheque is 
welcomed at 137 Station Road. 

Jottings From The Windmill 
Subject to social distancing guidelines, some members of the Technical Team are now on 
site most Thursdays and Sundays between 10.30 and 12.30 hrs.  Although the Mill remains 
closed at the moment, it is very likely that the sails will be turning at some time during 
these maintenance visits should people want to watch from The Green.   

Essential maintenance undertaken includes checking the tightness of the nuts and bolts 
that hold the sail timbers (stocks) into the central coffin cross and also those that hold the 
main headframe together, along with the ancillary equipment attached to the 
headframe.  This is partly due to the recent warm weather that may have caused the wood 
to shrink slightly.   

Covid Restrictions 
Once Covid restrictions are relaxed we intend opening the Mill for visitors subject to the 
safety of our guests and volunteers. We are hoping this may be sometime in July; updates 
will be given on the Quainton Village Life and other local websites if the situation 
changes. 
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Quainton Village Society: “Caring about the village” 
Reg’d Charity No. 802608 

 

 

Local Species – The Barn Owl 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

However, the supply of nesting sites in barns has decreased as more and more redundant 
buildings have been converted or modernised with no gaps allowing the birds entry. Again, 
Landowners have helped by putting up special nesting boxes in suitable places to provide 
accommodation and now about three-quarters of barn owls live in man-made nesting boxes.  
 
The barn owl's heart shaped face works like our outside ears – collecting and directing 
sounds to the inner ears. Their ear openings are inside the facial disc, just behind the eyes, 
shaped differently and placed asymmetrically so that sounds reaching the two ears are heard 
differently.  The owl's brain analyses these differences automatically and calculates the exact 
location of the source, allowing it to capture prey even in total darkness. 
 
Known for their almost totally silent flight, barn owls are faithful to the area where they 
were born. Subject to the ever-changing rules on Coronavirus control these beautiful birds 
can be seen and admired again in the local countryside. 
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Although not common in our 
area, Barn owls are widely 
distributed across most of the 
UK.  Locally, they can be seen 
at this time of year, as with 
young to feed they also hunt in 
daylight and their numbers 
have been increasing since the 
mid-1990s.  Sometimes called 
the white or ghost owl, only 
the face and underparts are 
actually white.   
 
Farmers have played an 
important part in helping the 
Barn Owl population to thrive 
once more by the increased 
planting of grass margins 
round arable fields which 
provide ideal habitat for the 
small mammals on which these 
owls feed.   
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Do you know someone who enjoys the countryside and who may be feeling 
the effect of isolation and loneliness during the current lockdown? 
We are all going through a challenging experience right now and many people may be feeling 
the effects of loneliness and isolation. Animal Antiks based at Manor Farm in North Marston 
is taking some positive steps to support men and their family carers while lockdown is forcing 
their isolation at home and affecting their physical and mental wellbeing. 

We are planning to help these men and their families access support by offering resources, 
activities and information to help them feel motivated, stimulated and most importantly, 
connected.  This can be anything from a regular telephone call, activities to complete at 
home, delivering farm fresh eggs or links to videos and photographs about what is going on 
at our farm. 

With support from the national charity, 
Countrymen UK, we are aiming to reach men 
who already have an affinity with the 
countryside and outdoor environments and 
have long-term health or mobility issues. Their 
interest in the countryside might stem from 
their previous occupation in farming or 
horticulture or perhaps through their leisure 
activities e.g. gardening, fishing, walking etc. 
These men will be finding it difficult to be 
indoors and those living with health conditions 

such as dementia may not understand the current situation. Their family carers will be facing 
additional challenges and pressures at this time and may appreciate some additional support.  

How you can help 

It is so important to reach out to these men and their family carers in our communities.  
Perhaps you have someone in mind who would appreciate this support or you are part of an 
organisation that could help spread the word about what we can offer, if so please contact 
us so that we can discuss how we may be able to help. 

Animal Antiks, Manor Farm, St John’s Lane, North Marston, Buckingham, Bucks, MK18 3PU 

Telephone: 01296 670996  Email : office@animalantiks.co.uk  

Website: www.animalantiks.co.uk 



 

 
 

26  



 

 
 

27 

 
Quainton Village Road Names Word Search 
 

Thank you to Matt Bateman of Mallet’s End who produced this word search to give  
you a bit of fun finding all these street names of Quainton. 

 
Words appear horizontally, vertically and diagonally, both forwards and  
backwards! There are 22 to find, see below... 

 

T H E S T D N D C L O S E A C D S S
R E W O L A T T R C A U T L A Y E E
S T A T I O N R O A D R P U U A L E
R U C V R R A O R N K I E P T D T C
O T J B N E W H E N G D N P L E H H
A W A K L E E C L O S E D E E D G F
D Y I B S L D S T N E O I R Y N Y I
N T M A L L A T A S L F T S C I P E
F E W N I W O Y G O T S R T L T E L
I E E R W R R H L R H R U R O A H D
E R Q R C Z D D A C F O H E S T T T
L T P H G O N H R H M T C E E S B A
D S A O L E E U M A L L E T S E N D
D R A Y S T H G I R W L E E H W T W
D E E N I C T T N D N A R T S E H T
U W W H W T R U O C K C O M Y D A B
P O W I N W O O D D R I V E N N A C
T L C H U R N A S H C L O S E W H E

Quainton Village Road Names Wordsearch
Words appear horizontally, vertically and diagonally, both forwards and backwards.

There are 22 road names to find.

Road names to find: 
Upper Street, Nash Close, The Strand, Mallets End, Torbay, Lee Road, 
Church Street, Cautley Close, Seechfield, North End Road, Winwood Drive, 
White Hart Field, Townsend, The Pyghtles, Dymock Court, Klee Close, 
Lower Street, Station Road, Pigott Orchard, Cannons Orchard, The Green 
and Wheelwrights Yard. 
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Quainton News Crossword #3 

 

 
 

 
 

I am running out of Quainton-related clues for the crossword! I hope you have enjoyed my  
Lockdown Crosswords, but unless scores of people email me to ask me to keep doing it, I shall  

make this one my last!  Louisa Richards, Editor 

(Solution on p.39) 
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Ramblings afar from Finemere Wood 
Charlotte Karmali - Volunteer Warden 
 
With the easing of the lockdown, Finemere Wood is once again accessible to me, and what a 
joy it has been to get back there. The majestic Common Spotted Orchids are coming into 
bloom along the main ride. Fairy-like Lesser Stitchwort, with its small, white, delicate 
flowers is abundant in the grassy areas of the site. Warblers, warble their hearts out, their 
songs exquisite. 

Alas, there is still no sign of the Greater Avid Volunteer.  Gatherings of this flock of 
woodland worker remain suspended for the time being. These social animals enjoy hard 
manual labour, gentle teasing and regular exposure to wilderness, but they are an adaptable 
species and I believe are finding other ways to meet those needs. 

Staff and key volunteers, in small groups, are now able to carry out some essential work on 
BBOWT reserves. This week, Finemere benefitted from a bit of attention.  Brushcutters and 
rakes were out, as a mere four of us set about to clear paths and cut targeted grassy areas. 
The delight to be back in action could not be surpassed, but the absence of our fellow 
teammates was felt greatly. 

The Wood Pigeon (Columba palumbus), can be seen anywhere, cities, gardens, and even in 
Finemere Wood.  It is not everyone’s favourite bird, but is one that I have become more 
acquainted with recently, as a breeding pair chose to nest in a tree right outside my son’s 
bedroom window. It was fascinating to watch the two chicks or “squabs” (named Amelia 
and Jemima Puddleduck by my two young nature-loving nieces), as they were fed, and as 
they grew, their every need tended to by both parents. Pigeons are one of very few birds 
who feed their new hatches with crop-milk. Similar to mammalian milk, it is produced in 
their crop, a pouch in the throat. It is rare to see baby pigeons, as the young stay in the nest 
for up about 34 days, leaving when they are almost adult-sized. This gave me much time to 
watch their development, a perfect gift for lockdown. 

And on that note, I must wind up this ramble with a fond farewell to a much-loved and 
long-standing volunteer, Andy Ogden. Andy, for over six years you have given much time, 
energy, and commitment to Finemere Wood, and your companionship has been greatly 
appreciated by all. You are one in a million and you will be missed. 

Contact Charlotte at charlottekarmali@outlook.com for further information. 
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Weather Figures for Quainton 
Averages and Extremes for May 2020 

 

Temperature   Rainfall   
Maximum 29.2ºC  26th Total for month 6.4mm  
Minimum -3.0ºC  12th Wettest day 2mm 1st 
Average 
Minimum 

5.8ºC  Rain days 4  

Average 
Maximum 

22.3ºC  Dry days  27  

Highest 
Minimum 

14.2ºC 22nd    

Lowest 
Maximum 

13.8ºC 11th    

Wind   Pressure   
Highest gust 35mph   19th Highest 1036hPa 19th 
   Lowest 1002hPa  10th 

 

Figures supplied by Mike Beales. For the latest weather at Quainton go to: www.quainton-
observatory.net/weather/quainton-weather/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

At the time of going to print, QMH remains closed. 
However, as restrictions are being eased, this is 
constantly under review. 

When the hall is able to re-open, an announcement 
will be made on its Facebook page and website 
(https://www.quaintonmh.co.uk)  

For further information, please contact Kath Heirons, 
Chair QMH by calling 01296 651886 or by emailing  
quaintonmemorialhall@gmail.com  
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 As there is space on the noticeboard, here is a poem 
that has been sent in that I thought you would enjoy: 
 
‘Speak to me’  by Chief Dan George, (1899-1981) 
 

The beauty of the trees, the softness of the air, 
The fragrance of the grass, 
Speaks to me. 
 

The summit of the mountain, the thunder of the sky, 
The rhythm of the sea, 
Speaks to me. 
 

The faintness of the stars, the freshness of the morning, 
The dew drop on the flower, 
Speaks to me. 
 

The strength of fire, the taste of salmon, 
The trail of the sun, and the life that never goes away. 
They speak to me 
 

And my heart soars. 
 

FOR SALE: 
(Proceeds for Horatio’s Garden at Stoke Mandeville Hospital) 
Extending metal ladder 6m. Each section has 11 treads. Very strong. £15 ono 
Metal frame camp bed with springs & tartan mattress. £7 ono 
Mobility aids:  3 tier ‘Nuevo’ household steps (which separate). Offers? 
Extending ‘Smitcare’ bath board (white) never used. £10. 
‘Elephant’ chair raisers: 4” high (set of 4), £5.  6” high (set of 4), £6 
Please call: 01296 655662 
 
 



 

 
 

36 

 



 

 
 

37  

Editor: Louisa Richards, Baker’s Cottage, 32 Church Street, Quainton HP22 4AP. 
Tel: 01296 655560. Email: quaintonnews@gmail.com Web: www.quaintonnews.com 
 

Advertising: All queries to Cicely Davey on:  cicelydavey@gmail.com. 
 

Distribution: Dick Carter, 14 Church Street, Quainton HP22 4AP. Tel: 01296 655432. 
Email: richard.carter11@btinternet.com.  
 

Quainton News by Post: We can send Quainton News by post for £15/year.  
Please send orders with payment to: Mrs Tooms, 7 Torbay, Quainton HP22 4AX.  
Tel: 01296 655306. Cheques payable to: Quainton PCC (QN). 
 

Quainton News Online: Google ‘Quainton News’ to find our website with full 
colour versions of current and past issues. We are also on Facebook!  
 

 

*** Quainton News copy deadline: 16th of the month *** 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

New Quainton Website: Quainton Parish Online: www.quainton.org.uk  
 

Quainton Village Life Facebook Page: This is a very active Facebook page for 
Quainton residents. Questions solved, advice, recommendations, plus lots more! 

 

Quainton Oil Group: Residents wishing to receive regular deliveries of heating oil on 
group negotiated terms from Lovell Fuels should phone 01844 202777 and ask to join the 
Quainton Oil Group. 
 
 

Quainton Dog Warden: Lost your dog or found someone else’s? Call Jan, our local 
contact point, on 655800 or 07941 946870 for help reuniting lost dogs with their owners. 
 

Memorial Hall Bookings: Online bookings go to: booking.quaintonmh.co.uk, email: 
quaintonmemorialhall@gmail.com, or call Deb Barker Boyd on 01296 655379. To report 
noise/nuisance only at weekends call 07704 851945. 
 

Saye & Sele Hall Bookings: Call John Knox on 655275.  

 

Winwood Almshouses Trust: For enquiries contact: emma.toth@outlook.com 
 

Refuse & Recycling Collections for July: 
 
 
 

Monday 6th July  Blue-lidded recycling wheelie bin and food bin 
Monday 13th July Green refuse wheelie bin and food bin 

** Brown Garden Waste Bin** 
Monday 20th  July Blue-lidded recycling wheelie bin and food bin 
Monday 27th July Green refuse wheelie bin and food bin 

** Brown Garden Waste Bin** 
Monday 3rd August Blue-lidded recycling wheelie bin and food bin 

 

 QUAINTON NEWS 

 VILLAGE SERVICES 
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 SERVICES THIS MONTH AT HOLY CROSS & ST MARY’S CHURCH  

 PARISH REGISTER ENTRIES 

No entries recorded 
  
  
  
 

See p.3 

 CROSSWORD ANSWERS  
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 HOLY CROSS & ST. MARY’S CHURCH – OUR FAVOURITE PHOTOS 

Thank you to Adam 
Harding for sending in 
this photo taken of the 
church in February.  
 
A sure sign that people 
have been enjoying the 
weather and out on walks 
around our village – I now 
have quite a waiting list of 
photos of our church! But 
please do keep on taking 
them and sending them in 
to me! 
 
If you have taken a photo 
of our Church or its 
surroundings which you 
would like to see in print, 
please email it to me at: 
quaintonnews@gmail.com  
Thank you, Louisa, Editor 
 
 
 

Quainton News: Our Parish Magazine & Village Newsletter 
Editor: Mrs Louisa Richards 

Assistant Editor: Melanie Curtis. Web Editor: Beth Vining. Advertising: Cicely Davey. 
Contributions to the Editor: Baker's Cottage, 32 Church Street, Quainton HP22 4AP 

Tel: 01296 655560.  Email: quaintonnews@gmail.com. Website: www.quaintonnews.com 
Please note the copy deadline is the 16th of each month 

 
 
 
 

 VILLAGE CALENDAR – JULY 2020 

9th July:  PC Meeting via video conference, see p.11 for details 
11th July:  QuaintFest Street Parties! See p.9 for more information 
 

Dates for your Diaries: 
5th September: Annual Show of Produce, see p.17  


