
 

Bonfire & Fireworks Extravaganza! 
 
 

Saturday 2nd November 2019 
New fire performers, big bonfire, amazing fireworks!  

Bigger than ever! See p.5 for more information about the event. 
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       Welcome from Holy Cross & St Mary’s Church 
 

 
Next year will mark the 80th anniversary of the evacuation of more than 300,000 Allied soldiers 
from the beaches of Dunkirk, France between May 26th and June 4th 1940.The British 
Expeditionary Force, along with French, Canadian, and Belgian troops had been forced back to 
Dunkirk by the advancing German army. Nearly all the escape routes to the English Channel 
had been cut off and a terrible disaster seemed inevitable. 
     King George VI called on the people of Great Britain to pray. There was an unprecedented 
response. Westminster Abbey was overflowing, and tens of thousands of people lined the 
streets outside. Right across the nation, queues of people formed outside churches, waiting for 
space to go inside and pray. Within hours, unexplainable things started to take place over the 
channel in France. In a decision that infuriated his generals and still baffles historians, 
Hitler ordered his army to halt just 3 miles from Dunkirk, and on the Tuesday of that 
unforgettable week, a freak storm grounded his warplanes.   
     In contrast, on Wednesday the sea was extraordinarily calm, making the perilous 
evacuation less hazardous. History records what happened over the following days. 338,226 
were taken off the beaches by an armada of 800 privately owned “Little Ships” sailing alongside 
the Royal Navy. It would prove to be an event upon which the destiny of the entire free world 
would pivot. Millions of people across the world believed that God had answered the prayers 
of a desperate nation. Prime Minister Winston Churchill stood up and addressed a euphoric 
House of Commons as he described what had happened as “a miracle of deliverance.” 
      Dunkirk is not simply a gripping story, it’s also a thought-provoking one because 
even today the word ‘miracle’ hangs over it and even for the most sceptical, the reality 
of what happened at Dunkirk is intriguing. 
      These days many take the view that while we may pray, there is no one on the 
other end of the line. It’s curious how we have come full circle. The events of Dunkirk 
might make us want to reconsider the elimination of God from our lives, especially in 
the light of the fact that we face unprecedented challenges in our nation and our world. 
       May you know God’s peace and love in this time of remembering. 
  

God bless you, 
  

          Rev Steve 
 

Rev’d Steve Flashman, Team Vicar, The Rectory, 27 Church Street, Quainton HP22 4AW. 
Tel: 01296 655237. Mobile: 07950 000910. Email: steve@steveflashman.com 

Dear Friends, 
The TV campaign by the Royal British Legion is powerful. 
“They are young – they still go. They might not come back – 
they still go. They can lose their friends – they still go. They are 
mothers, fathers, sons and daughters – they still go. They can 
witness the unimaginable – they still go. They will not ask for 
the help they need – they still go.” This month on Sunday, 
10th November at 3.00pm, we hold our Remembrance Sunday 
Service in church to honour the countless people willing to 
sacrifice everything to keep us free and safe.  
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 Welcome to the November 2019 issue 

 News From Our Church 
 

 
Church Yard Clear-Up: Saturday 14th December 10am til 12 noon 
It’s that time again! Please do come and help, even for an hour, so much can be quickly 
achieved with lots of help! There are a couple of ‘projects’ so anyone with a chainsaw would 
be welcomed! Strangely fun, and very rewarding! Refreshments provided. Bring your own 
rake/wheelbarrow if you have one, but there will usually a few spares.  

Margaret Willoughby 655606/Malcolm Wearn 655484. 
 

Music in Church – Next Year: 
The Concert Committee is already planning next year’s concerts and would like to have 
more feedback as to what kind of concerts people prefer, i.e. classical, choral, jazz, pop etc. If 
you have any views or would like to assist in the organisation and planning of the concerts, 
please feel free to contact me on 07902279637.              Geoffrey Heath 
 

Calling Any Budding Flower Arrangers!  
Quainton Church is looking for a few ladies (or indeed gentlemen) to help with our flower 
rota.  No, you do not need to be qualified! There is to be an open meeting in the church on 
Saturday 16th November at 10.30am to discuss and chat with our existing flower ladies and 
any further ‘volunteers’, to see if any new people would be able to help us. Initially, it would 
be for people willing to go on our altar flower rota. This could easily just be once a year, 
perhaps on a special anniversary/occasion? It could quite easily just be filling two vases with 
your choice of flowers.  You do not have to attend church in order to help us out.  We have 
so many visitors, but a church without flowers is very disappointing to see, so do help us put 
on a display! Should there be a couple more experienced flower arrangers willing to help us 
for pedestal arrangements, then that would be a great bonus. Coffee and biscuits will be 
provided. Any queries? Call Margaret Willoughby on 655606. 
 
 
 

Hello everyone,  
 

November is all about Bonfire Night, Remembrance Day 
and Christmas preparations.  
 

The School has two fundraisers this month – Pudding & 
Bingo Night as well as their Annual Christmas Fair. The 
Royal British Legion has its Poppy Lunch & Bingo this 
month, and the Gardening Society is holding a Quiz. Plus, 
don’t forget our Remembrance Service is in Church on 
Sunday 10th at 3pm. 
 

Enjoy the read!  
 
 

Louisa Richards, Editor 
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Quainton News Advertising 2020 
It is nearly that time of year again when we renew all the adverts in Quainton News. We 
usually say goodbye to a handful of advertisers, which makes space for some new ones. If you 
would be interested in advertising your local business in Quainton News throughout 2020, 
please contact  Cicely: cicelydavey@gmail.com. It costs £90 per quarter page for the year. 
Thank you! And thank you especially to all our advertisers for 2019!    

 
 

BONFIRE NIGHT! Saturday 2nd November, from 6pm on The Green. 
 

Quainton PC Bonfire & Fireworks Committee Fireworks Extravaganza 

Opens at 6pm 
Fire performers 6.30pm 

Bonfire 7pm 
Fireworks 7.30pm 

(All times are approximate). 
 

Bonfire Night will be ticketed this year! £5 per person. Under 3s free.  
Discounted tickets for Quainton Residents – £4 each, £15 for a family of four, 

under 3s free – available in advance only from Quainton Village Stores 
This year, we are putting on the best Bonfire & Fireworks display that Quainton has ever seen! 
We have an incredible new fire act, a roasting bonfire planned and even bigger and better 
fireworks – all thanks to everyone’s support and generosity last year. Prices are discounted for 
Quainton residents if purchased ahead of time: £4 each, £15 for a family of 4 (under 3s are free) 
otherwise it will be £5 each on the night. If you live in the village, please make sure you buy 
your tickets in advance to get the discount. As usual there will be food stalls, including the 
usual BBQ raising money for the Sports Club and our Rocket Fuel beer and mulled wine – 
proceeds will go towards next year’s event. If anyone is interested in helping on the night in 
any way, please let us know. Email Warren on: warrendrich@hotmail.com... 
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 Oxbridge Success for former Quainton Pupils 
This year, two former classmates from Quainton School have achieved places to study at 
Oxford and Cambridge Universities. Rory Allen from Quainton and Pippa Prendergast-
Coates from Waddesdon were in the same class at Quainton School until 2012. Pippa went 
on to Aylesbury High School and Rory attended Waddesdon School. They met again 
working at 94 Coffee Shop in Waddesdon and discovered they were embarking on the 
challenge of applying to Oxford and Cambridge.  
 

Pippa and Rory took their A Levels this year and obtained the grades needed to win their 
places at University. Pippa will be reading English at Christ’s College in Cambridge, whilst 
Rory will be reading Physics at St Peter’s College in Oxford. 
 

Pippa and Rory’s parents are understandably delighted. Martin Allen, Rory’s father, said, 
“When the results come out, naturally the focus is on the Secondary Schools who prepare 
pupils for A Levels, however we shouldn’t forget that everyone starts out in Primary 
School. Primary Schools lay the foundation for our children to progress to the next stages of 
life, wherever that takes them. For a small village school, Quainton can proudly say it has 
not one but two former pupils from the same class studying at two of the most famous 
Universities in the world. Rory and Pippa’s achievements are just reward for the immense 
amount of work they put into their studies.” 
 

       
 
 

Quainton Monday Club 
 

We will be having a Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity Christmas Card and Gift Sale on 
Monday 11 November, in the Memorial Hall, from 11.00 – 2.00pm.  All proceeds will be 

going to the charity.  Please come and join us for a coffee and biscuits, to help us raise some 
funds for the Hospice.  We all look forward to welcoming you.          Penny Pepper 
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 George and Dragon News: 
 

New Year’s Eve: Keep eyes peeled for announcements about New Year’s Eve on our 
Facebook page or on the pub chalk boards... 
Christmas menus coming soon! Book soon to avoid disappointment. 
Please note there will be no food served on Bonfire Night (Sat 2nd November). 
 

Dates for your Diary! 
Sunday 1st December:  Christmas Bingo (NOT 8th as announced at the last bingo) 
Tuesday 10th December: OAP Christmas Lunch 12-1.45pm 
Sunday 17th December:  Darts knockout, 7pm start 
Saturday 21st December:  Breakfast with Father Christmas, booking essential asap  
Sunday 22nd December:  Christmas Music Night with Daz & Chave 
 

Quainton Hatchery to Expand 
The Faccenda Foods hatchery in Station Road is to undergo a major expansion with the 
demolition of the existing factory and replaced with a bigger hatchery unit, including: 
*  External plant area Waste treatment plant 
*  3 residential dwellings  
*  New vehicular and pedestrian access 
*  Car and HGV parking 
*  Landscaping  
The full planning application may be viewed at the AVDC website using reference 
19/03480/APP. Further public consultation is planned. A public meeting was held by 
representatives from Faccenda and their parent company Avara Foods on 31st October to 
answer questions.  

Quainton Gardening Society AGM and Quiz Night 
  

Our AGM will be held in the Memorial Hall on Tuesday 19th November at 7.30pm. After 
the short business part of the evening, there will be refreshments followed by the 
now traditional entertaining Gardening & Cookery Quiz. We know the evenings are dark 
now and it can be hard to turnout but it is encouraging for the committee to see the 
support of members and we value your input.  
  
We are currently looking for information about several of the people who are remembered 
by various cups that are presented each year at the show. If anyone has 
memories/information about the following we would really appreciate it: Frank 
Buckingham, George Draper, Ernest Hawkins, Mabel Curtis, Eunice Jones and Lance 
Coates.     Thank you, Sue Wright 655250 
 
 

Quainton Royal British Legion AGM 
Quainton Memorial Hall 

Monday 11th November 2019 at 8pm 
 

A short Act of Remembrance will take place outside The Memorial Hall at 8pm 
All welcome 
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Quainton Parish Council 
Chairman: Arthur Evans. Councillors: Nick Heirons, Mrs C Lucas, 
N Butler, J Knox, M Wearn, Ms M Thompson. Clerk: Mr B 
Fludgate, 13 Church Street. HP22 4AW. Tel: 651354. Email: 
parishclerk@quainton.info

The Chairman reports: 
Planning Matters: As reported last month, there are still, frustratingly, several applications which have 
been awaiting an AVDC decision for many months. We are advised, by our District Councillor, that the 
Planning Department officers who remain (some have found other posts with HS2, the Expressway, or 
other local authorities where they can be more certain of employment in a few months when AVDC 
disappears, and no one new wants to seek employment with an authority which will soon cease to exist) 
are under tremendous pressure of time as they attempt to complete the Vale of Aylesbury Plan to meet 
central government requirements, particularly for future housing. Failure to meet those demands could 
lead to central government itself taking over planning responsibility for the area. In addition, the Vale 
continues to be a magnet for major developers so that individuals seeking planning permission appear to 
be given low priority. We were thus asked not to add to the burdens of remaining officers by ‘raising the 
roof’ about so many applications, said to number 400 in the Vale area, remaining undecided. New 
applications in Quainton are for a porch at Bakers Barn, Upper Street and for the erection of a new 
hatchery on the present Station Road site. Full details of the latter are on AVDC planning website under 
19/03480/APB. The hatchery applicants will be sending details of their proposals to close neighbours in 
Station Road. On Thursday October 31st at 7.30pm in the Memorial Hall, an open meeting for residents. 
Please note that once the VALP is finalised it will be available for public consultation. Copies will be 
available in the Village Store and in the G&D coffee shop. Classified as a medium-sized village, Quainton 
will be allocated a target of 37 dwellings which is within the number having already received planning 
consent and awaiting erection. Permission for the 6 planned dwellings at North End Nurseries and for 
side and rear extensions at 2 Cautley Close has been given. Residents are surmising if/when the 50 or so 
properties, on at least three sites within the village and which have already been granted planning 
permission, might be started. 
HS2: At the most recent 4-hour drop in session on October 10th only two members of the public attended 
and one of those was from Aylesbury. I explained my view that the apparent apathy was not the result of 
any lack of opposition to HS2 plans but rather a sign of the frustration that residents’ views were not 
being taken seriously and certainly not being addressed, adding that it appeared to people the present 
inquiry into the project was just a political stunt attempting to lull us into a mistaken belief that there 
was a chance of the project being cancelled. Anyway, our request for a public meeting with HS2 and 
relevant contractors instead of the drop-in sessions is to be followed up. We have suggested awaiting 
first the publication of the inquiry’s findings (as I write surprisingly these are rumoured in the press to 
be imminent) so any such gathering may well be in January at the earliest. Residents’ questions will be 
sought in advance so that respondents should not just be expected to answer, “I’ll find out” and we will 
all be able to share both questions and answers rather than the unshared dialogue of the present drop 
ins. A small party of residents was, in September, able to view the care and attention given by ecologists 
to the re-siting of the Doddershall wildflower meadow. Other issues highly pertinent to affected 
residents and landowners were also given an extremely forthright airing, revealing absolutely no doubt 
that those so affected by property loss have not been kept informed and, amazingly, remain so far 
completely uncompensated, thus understandably angry.  
We are taking up the closure of the Finemere Wood footpath with the County Council’s Rights of Way 
team as we believe it to be in breach of an undertaking given to BBOWT.  
 
Bucks  
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Bucks Archaeological Society, www.bas1.org.uk, is holding a conference in Winslow Public Hall, from 
1.30 to 5pm on Saturday 23rd November,where HS2’s archaeologists will be describing their findings 
along the planned rail route through Bucks and Warwickshire. Admission £3. 
Thames Water: Our quest for compensation on account of the prolonged inconvenience and disruption 
to lives and businesses continues to be rebuffed. The leakages at Rag Hall (A41/Station Road junction) 
and at Grange Farm cottages appear to have been remedied. It is anticipated that reinstatement of the 
road surface at Winwood Drive/Lower Street junction will shortly be resolved.  
The Green: We have received some responses from the District Council in our attempts to clarify how 
the safeguarding of this open land and prevention of further erosion is to be achieved. Consultations 
with affected residents are to be scheduled.  
Speedwatch: In early September, volunteers again employed the Sentinel equipment at a number of 
sites within the 30mph limited area in order to remind motorists that there is a speed limit they should 
stay within. This is not intended as a punitive exercise but as an educational one aimed at improving 
safety for all residents. No prosecutions follow for offenders who simply receive an official letter from 
Thames Valley Police notifying them of their offence. This is recorded at DVLA so any further similar 
speeding charge may be followed up. Offenders’ names are not divulged to us. Police are also able to 
judge where their speed detection vehicles might best be employed. As a result of the September 
sessions in Quainton, 16 drivers received letters. The highest speed recorded was 42 mph. On 9th Sept, 
there were 4 offenders between 8 and 9am in Station Road, on the 11th 5 at Townsend between 5 and 
6pm, on the 12th 3 in Station Road between 8 and 9am and at the same time the next day, 4, in Station 
Road. The small group of volunteers would welcome other residents’ participation in this monitoring. 
Once the equipment is set up, all you have to do is ensure the equipment is secure. The machine does 
all the recording on a disc which is eventually given to the police who do all the rest. All you have to 
do is to give some time. We are also investigating the possible purchase of a movable Speed Indicator 
System such as you may have seen employed in several local villages. 
New Village Website: Please note this is now found at www.quainton.org.uk
Broadband Speeds: Residents in several properties in Station Road find that their access to broadband 
is not as it should be. This has been reported several times, sadly without any resolution.  
Infrastructure: The optimism of last month’s pronouncement that the blocked drains in Winwood Dr 
and Townsend would be swiftly dealt with by Transport for Bucks were made to look foolish when 
nothing was done. That did not go down at all well with your PC since a promise is a promise. Of 
course, those we believed to have made that promise have wriggled and squirmed, suggesting various 
reasons why the problems remain unresolved – lack of finance and resources chiefly. Consequently, 
we have now been told that an outside contractor is to be engaged to attend to these two problems, 
and maybe that at one other site, to be rectified – supposedly by the end of October. 
Bucks Unitary Authority: is less than 6 months away from taking over from the present County and 
District Councils. There will be five public access points based in the current council offices in the 
major towns. Additionally, there will be other county access points (CAPs) for the public to seek 
information on all services. Visit the Shadow Authority website for greater detail. 
Next Parish Council Meeting is Thursday 14th November at 8pm in The Memorial Hall. All welcome. 
Finally, since they apply to such a small number, these are the notes I hate writing: 
Seldom does a week pass without the subject of dog droppings being raised, justifiably, by concerned 
resident(s). Recently, we heard how a referee had threatened to call off a game on the Lee Road pitch 
after noticing several dogs’ deposits on the pitch. He rightly stated these were not just unpleasant but a 
danger to the players’ safety and health. There are clear notices, at the field entrance, asking owners to 
keep pets under control and to clear any droppings. If you are not prepared to do that, at all times in 
all places, then please keep your dog within your own premises. 	
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Family business established over 40 years we 
pride ourselves as one of the best in the business  

I N D U S T R I A L  I  C O M M E R C I A L  I  D O M E S T I C

Decorating Contractors
A Complete Painting & Decorating Service

Approved, fully trained & qualified.  Office: Hobbs Barn, Klee Close, Quainton HP22 4AF

T  01296 655774  M 07850 499795  
E michael@msimmonds.co.uk  www.msimmonds.co.uk   

“Excellent value for money” 
“Fantastic  work”  “Totally reliable & 
trustworthy’’ “Meticulous attention 
to detail” “First rate personal 
service” “ Always professional” 
“Conscientious, diligent & 
courteous” 

•   Expertise in painting, decorating and wallpapering
•  Full carpentry and repair service 
•    We can take care of all your modernisation and refurbishment 

plans, undertaking and overseeing all plastering, small 
electrical and plumbing works

Audited, Vetted  
& Approved by the 

Buckinghamshire County Council 
Trading Standards

thehairystick @thehairystick msimmonds_decorating M Simmonds Decorating Ltd

M. SIMMONDSM. SIMMONDS

CALL NOW for a FREE estimate
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Quainton School Update: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

involved this year. I am very excited about the future of Quainton School and building on the 
good relationship we have with the community. We currently have a very active PTA, and I 
would like to invite the community to their next fundraising event: Bingo and Pudding Night 
at school on Saturday 16th November 6pm-9pm. As always, the PTA put on a fantastic show 
and this should not be missed. Our Christmas Fair is also open to anyone from the 
community who wishes to pop along and support our events. (Details below.)  
 

I will update you with any other school news in future issues but in the meantime, if you 
fancy a chat, I can usually be found on the school gate most mornings.   

Mr James Vernon, Headteacher 
 

Quainton PTA News: 
A busy month gone and another coming up for all things PTA! 
 

Firstly, our heartfelt thanks to everyone from the school and village who brought clothes and 
textiles for collection by the Bags2School organisation. Again, we had another mountain of 
clothes to be taken away - we will let you know how much we earned in the next issue. 
 

The famous Quainton Bonfire Night is almost here! Look out for PTA volunteers selling fun 
and fabulous glow sticks and accessories on the night. 
 

Pudding and Bingo Night – Saturday 19th November, 6-8.30pm in the School Hall 
Back by popular demand is the PTA Pudding and Bingo night! Come and join the fun and 
indulge in some fabulous desserts.  Everyone is welcome, including children who will have 
their own games of bingo to play. Bingo dabbers to buy and a cash bar on the night. Bring a 
pud to share.   
 

Christmas Fair – Friday 29th November, 3-6pm at the School 
A must to launch the build up to Christmas, come and visit our fantastic Christmas 
fair! Father Christmas has agreed to visit us again and will be meeting children in his grotto. 
The newly-formed school choir will be taking to the stage for their first public performance, 
and the community choir will try their best too! There will be stalls, games, tombola, raffle 
and fun craft activities. 
 

100 Club: There are still numbers available for entry into the draw between December and 
July. Each month 4 numbers are drawn at random each receiving a cash prize. You can enter 
by paying a one-off fee of £16; this buys you the chance of winning every month. You can 
buy as many numbers as you like. The prizes are: 

1st Prize £50      2nd Prize £20       3rd Prize £10        4th Prize  £5 
You can pay by bank transfer by contacting us on email quainton.pta@gmail.com, 
alternatively speak to one of the PTA committee members to pay by cash or cheque. 
 

 

 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce 
myself to the Quainton community. Since September, 
I have had the pleasure of taking on the role as Head 
at Quainton Church of England School. Having 
worked the previous year under my predecessor, Mrs 
Kuzminska, I have already experienced the joys of the 
village and am looking forward to being even more   
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Quainton Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party 
WANTED: PARTY ORGANISER for 2020! 

Person needed to take over leading and chairing the planning and organising committee of 
the SCCP. This person will be the main point of contact leading up to the party, and on the 

event day itself, for next year’s party (2020). 
 

After quite a few years of helping to fund raise and organise the Senior Citizens’  
Christmas Party, I have decided that this year will be my last.  

I will be giving up the role from 8th December 2019, after this year’s party is over.  
As a result, the committee is looking for someone to take over the role. 

 
Hand over training can be provided. We are currently planning and organising this year’s 
party so it would be beneficial for the new volunteer to shadow the role from now until the 
party on December 7th. 
 
Please contact me, Deana Goss, on deana.goss@btinternet.com as soon as possible to put yourself 
forward for the role. 
 

Quainton Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party 2019 
We are holding the Annual Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party on 

Saturday 7th December 2019 at Quainton Memorial Hall 
Doors open 12.30pm for lunch at 1pm 

Christmas meal and entertainment! 
 

If you would like to come, please complete the slip below and hand it in at Quainton 
Village Stores or the Coffee Shop no later than Friday 22nd November 2019. 

PLEASE BE AWARE WE CANNOT ACCEPT LATE SLIPS OR TELEPHONE CALLS THIS 
YEAR, SO GET IN EARLY AND DON’T MISS THE DEADLINE! 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

We are looking for any volunteers that would be able to help on the day for half an hour to 
deliver the meals out in the village. If this is of interest, please email Deana Goss at 
goss.home@btinternet.com. 
 

------ Cut here --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party: Reply Slip 
 

�  I/We will be attending the Christmas Party on Saturday 7th December at 12.30pm 
�  I/We will not be attending the party but would like a dinner 
Please tick as applicable 
 

Name(s): ……………………………………………………………………………………… 

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………… 

................................................................................ Tel: ……………………………………… 
Please return slip to the Top Shop or Coffee Shop 
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Just when people need to travel less because of information technology the mandarins seem 
hell bent on wrecking the country with eye wateringly expensive new railways.  In this awful 
dream, our roads are in desperate need of repair, yet somewhere in excess of £100 billion is 
planned for the “How Silly Too” project which is a complete white elephant, as well as doing 
irreparable damage to our country. The main original justification for this disaster was speed, 
but that all changed, as did the timetable, let alone the basic need.   
      It must be just a nasty dream, because in a democracy this surely couldn’t happen, could it?  
(Unless a lot of foreign money has, and will be, spent on ensuring that vested interests can’t 
back out). The police are desperately under resourced, as is the National Health Service.  They 
are doing their best but are seriously limited by lack of funds because of the most expensive 
and disastrous “White Elephant” in the western world guzzling every pound our strapped 
economy can produce.  And trying to get ‘out’ of Europe is tying up whatever expertise and 
time our apparently inadequate politicians can devote to the real priorities.    
     In this nightmare, the BBC has become scandalously biased, misrepresenting rural life and 
increasingly using sad, extremist presenters, when it was always supposed to be impartial.  
Sadly, many people are swayed by emotive claptrap and ignore the scientific facts.  And now 
there are so called intelligent people calling for meat eating to be made illegal! So there 
wouldn’t be any cattle, pigs, sheep or poultry in what’s left of our countryside and a knock-on 
effect would be the gradual decline and eventual extinction of all our flora and fauna. In this 
ghastly incubus, there are many other horrors rearing their ugly heads all over the world. 
Quite possibly we shall become known as the generation which nearly destroyed our planet 
but it’s not yet too late and waking from this nightmare will be a step in the right direction.   
Those of us sharing this awful dream, let’s hope we wake up soon! It’s gone on far too long. 

Personal contribution from David Gladwin, QVS (Quainton Vilage Society) Member 
 
 
 

Windmill News: 
Open every Sunday until Christmas 

We are extending our opening days and will be open every Sunday 
Christmas from 10.00 to 12.30hrs. Come and find out more about your local 
windmill.  Over the last twelve months many significant improvements 
have been made in the refurbishment of the village’s windmill. The sails are 
now turning most weeks and the equipment throughout the mill is now in 
working order. 
 
 
 

 
Mince Pies & Mulled Wine at The Windmill  
Sunday 8th & 15th December 10.00 to 12.30 
Put these dates in your diary, very few of your friends and relatives have 
the opportunity to enjoy mince pies and mulled wine in their local 
windmill. There are less than 40 in the UK. It’s a great social opportunity to 
visit the mill and meet other people from the village in the festive setting 
of our 187 yr-old building. There will be free mince pies, coffee, mulled 
wine or a non-alcoholic beverage from 10 to 12.30 
 
 
 QVS 

This Can’t Be Happening! 
Your scribe is having a nightmare in which the lunatics are 

taking over the asylum! 
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THE	SAYE	&	SELE	FOUNDATION	
If you are under 25 and live in Quainton or Grendon Underwood you may be 
eligible for financial assistance in connection with: 

• Educational studies, e.g. for the purchase of books 
• Training for work 
• Recreational activities, including sport 
Applications should be made to Tim Friedlander, Clerk to the Trustees, Parrott & 
Coales, 14 Bourbon Street, Aylesbury, HP20 2RS. The Trustees usually meet in 
January, April, July and October to determine applications. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

              

We offer a non-judgemental and supportive service to 
declutter and organise your home. 

 

Call for a complimentary telephone consultation on 
07919156010 or email: Lisa@clutterfl.co.uk 

 

Visit our website for more information: 
www.clutterfl.co.uk 
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Quainton Harvest Auction & The Christmas Eve Float 
Our Vicar, Steve Flashman, in opening the evening, set us a target of £3,000, which, after we 
raised £2,274 last year, was quite something. But we did raise £2,800 which is over a 23% 
increase so well above inflation! John Blanchard really moved things along at a good pace, 
but Mike Evans kept up recording who had bought what, and a whole team of folk helped 
bring things in for sale. We had at least 25 different groups, individual and businesses 
providing us with things to sell, and after we have sat down and agreed how to distribute the 
money raised, a detailed note will be put into Quainton News, along with a record of all those 
25 or more. In the meantime, many thanks to Darren, George and all the staff, and all of you 
who not only turned up but bid and spent. Finally, we can say that the Senior Citizen’s 
Christmas Party will be donated sufficient funds for another wonderful event.  
 

 
and help make sure the children get on and off the float safely to talk to Father Christmas, 
and that as many doors as possible are knocked on to collect the final money needed for the 
Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party. We need four or more Elves at the beginning of the round, 
which starts at the railway, and then some to join part way round and let others go home. If 
you can help, please put a note through 14 Church Street, or phone 655432, and I will pass all 
your names onto Father Christmas. If you have children, then please listen out for the music 
or the knocking on your door on Christmas Eve and bring them out to see Father Christmas! 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

We now need to get ready for Christmas Eve! Father 
Christmas has confirmed he will be going around 
Quainton on his sleigh on Christmas Eve! Bob and Robert 
have offered to build the float, and Roger’s trailer will be 
washed down, Mick has again offered his music, BUT we 
still need a suitable vehicle and driver to pull the trailer 
(and reverse it!) and as always lots of Elves:  Please come 
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QVS – 15 October 2019 Meeting 
If you weren’t one of the 71 people who came to Quainton Village Society’s AGM Social and 
talk in the Memorial Hall last night, you missed a fascinating evening! 
 
Terry Dawes, of Medical Detection Dogs (MDD), at Great Horwood, treated us to an 
excellently well informed talk, illustrated both photographically and with video, about the 
work of MDD and their dogs and, as icing on the cake, brought with him Tally, a lovely, 
yellow Labrador bitch, who is one of the MDD's Ambassador dogs. 
 

  
Terry’s factual, but often very humorous, presentation really brought home to us the 
increasingly recognised value of these dogs and your Village Society can be very proud that 
the donations after his talk sent him away with the excellent sum of £334.28 to further the 
work of MDD.     Written by Martin Jacobs for QVS 16 October 2019 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Gift Shop: Our Gift Shop is under New Management! Come and see all our new stock – 
with lots of items perfect for Christmas presents, from Thomas & Friends merchandise, to 
railway memorabilia.  
 

Christmas Shopping: The Railway is closed now until Easter, opening only for our Panto 
Express days – weekends in December – and February half term. However, you can visit our 
Gift Shop (with no entry fee) on Mondays and Tuesdays, 9.30am-4pm, throughout 
November, and maybe at certain other pre-arranged times, please call the office to arrange: 
01296 655720. 
 

MDD’s brilliantly trained dogs can often 
detect our diseases long before more 
traditional methods pick up the signs and are 
daily saving the lives of people, not only by 
detecting disease, but by warning us of the 
impending signs of an attack eg a diabetic 
crisis, before our own senses recognise the 
symptoms, and thus giving us extra time to 
take the necessary precautions. 
 
 

News from Buckinghamshire Railway Centre: 
 

NEW for Christmas 2019: Panto Express 
Pre-booking essential, this event is nearly sold out. Our Local Pass 
is not valid, however Quainton Residents still get their 25% 
discount. Please telephone the office to book: 01296 655720. See 
Father Christmas on the train, as usual, when the children receive 
a present. Then, come inside the Visitor Centre for our especially 
adapted mini pantomime brought to you by professional touring 
theatre company, Gary Starr Productions. More information 
online: www.bucksrailcentre.org 
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Quainton Memorial Hall Calendar: November 
 

Please note: this information is correct as at the time of going to press but may alter due to 
additional bookings or cancellations 

Main Hall: 
Mondays: 09:00 Monday Club 
Tuesdays: 13:00 Exercise class 
Wednesdays: 10:00 Exercise class, 13:00 Bridge, 19:00 Main hall booked 
Thursdays: 10:00 Coffee Morning 
Fridays: 09:30 Hall booked, 19:00 Badminton  
  

Conference Room: 
Mondays: 14:00 Craft Club 
Tuesdays: 13:15 Art Club 
 

Other Bookings: 
Saturday 2nd    17:30 Private party 
Sunday 3rd    18:00 Main hall booked 
Tuesday 5th    19:30 Conference room for QVS 
Saturday 9th    11:00 Main hall booked 
Sunday 10th    12:00 Main hall for private party, 18:00 Main hall booked 
Monday 11th    20:00 Conference room for meeting 
Tuesday 12th    19:00 Conference room for meeting 
Thursday 14th    19:30 Conference room for Parish council 
Saturday 16th    14:00 Main hall booked 
Sunday 17th    12:30 Conference room booked, 18:00 Main hall booked 
Tuesday 19th    19:30 Conference room for QMH 
Sunday 24th    18:00 Main hall booked 
https://www.bucksvoice.net/quainton-memorial-hall/ 
 

Café-Club Zest: Living well with Dementia 

 

At Café-Club Zest, we recognise that a sense of social connection is one of our fundamental 
human needs. This is why singing together and sharing memories is good for our overall 
wellbeing. We are usually open on the first Saturday of each month from 2-4 pm. Our next 
meetings: 
Saturday 2nd November, 2-4pm. Theme: Fireworks and Remembrance 
Saturday 7th December, 2-4pm. Theme: Christmas Party! 

St John’s Church Hall, Whitchurch. All are welcome! Recommended donation: £1.50 
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QUAINTON FOOTBALL CLUB 
 

Cash prizes each month: over £3500 paid out over 12 months 
 

The September Draw  
 

 £100 197 Mandy Webb  £20 36 Jan Perrett 
 £50 47  Peg Bailey  £18 151  Charlotte Curtis 
 £25 145  Vince Hemsley  £12  176 Mrs J Bignal 
 £25 135 Jack Curtis  £10 32  Cliff Oselton 
 £25 73 Ann Alcock 

George & Dragon Meal Voucher:   45 Michelle Robinson-Boyce  
 
 

Next Draw at The George & Dragon on Friday 25th October  

              
 

Pace Centre Christmas Fair – 23rd November 11am-3pm 
A beautiful selection of gifts including Christmas decorations, jewellery, food, homeware 
and more... 
The Gateway Conference Centre, Aylesbury. Free parking. 
Entry £3, concessions £1.50. 
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Aylesbury Poppy Appeal Launch 

        

  
 

 
Photos by Steve Cook 

Quainton Remembrance Day 
Our Remembrance Day Service at Quainton Church will be held on Sunday 10th Nov at 3pm. 

 

Wesley Flics Cinema 
A thought-provoking film, shown on the first Wednesday of every month!  

 

Next Screenings:  
Wednesday 6th November: ‘A United Kingdom’ (12) 

This film tells the inspiring real-life romance of Seretse Khama, King of Bechuanaland 
(modern Botswana) and Ruth Williams, a London office worker who married in 1948 in the 
face of opposition from both their families and the British and South African Governments. 

Wednesday 4th December: ‘Made in Dagenham’ (15) 
Set in the swinging sixties this film tells the story of a group of warm hearted but feisty 

women workers at the Ford car plant in Dagenham as they fight for equal pay for women. 
 

Doors open and sweets and soft drinks available at 7.15pm. Film starts at 7.30pm. 
Admission free – voluntary donations welcome! 

Wesley Centre, Schorne Lane, North Marston, MK18 3PJ 
 

 

 

 

Aylesbury Poppy Appeal was launched on 
Saturday 26th October in Friars Square Shopping 
Centre. There was a parade, an Exhortation by 
Mrs Barbara Grant, the Last Post followed by a 2-
min silence and the Reveille followed by the 
Kohima by Alderman Ray James. The photo below 
show five standards and I thought it worth noting 
that of the five standard bearers, three of them are 
Quainton residents: Malcolm Wearne (2nd from the 
right), Kim Henly (far right) and Edward Vining 
(2nd from left). 
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Ramblings from Finemere Wood: Charlotte Karmali, Volunteer Warden 
 

“Finemere Wood simply wouldn’t sustain the populations of birds, invertebrates such as 
purple emperor, and impressive ride and meadow vegetation assemblages without the 
fantastic dedication of its resident work party.”  
 

The words of Pete Bray, BBOWT’s (Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife 
Trust) Reserves Officer for North Bucks, who nominated the Finemere team for this year’s 
volunteer awards. And so a handful of us could be found at the BBOWT AGM this month, 
receiving an award for an “Outstanding Contribution”. It is uplifting to receive such 
recognition for the work we are doing in the wood and I, for one, feel so proud and so 
privileged to be involved in the care of this very special place. 
 

But enough basking in glory; there is work to be done. Two ponds way out on the adjacent 
meadows, near to the boundary of the reserve, have been the target for the exuberant 
volunteers. Once more they have their hands upon loppers and saws and the winter work of 
clearing back encroaching vegetation can begin. These ponds have become enclosed by tall 
shrubs and trees, hidden from view for some time. By clearing back just a section right down 
to the water’s edge, sunlight will once again reach the pond and life can thrive. 
 

The Common Toad (Bufo bufo): olive-brown with a rough warty skin; short back legs; the 
females substantially bigger than the males, measuring 10-13cm long. Ponds are an important 
habitat for toads, for this is where they come to breed in the Spring. They have a strong 
migratory instinct, taking the same route back to the familial breeding pond year after 
year.  For the rest of the year, they feed in hedgerows, woodlands, and grassy areas,  before 
crawling under log piles or leaf litter to hunker down for the winter. Toads are solitary and 
most active at night when they hunt for spiders and slugs. Larger toads will even dine upon 
small grass snakes, slow worms or harvest mice, swallowing their prey alive. It is said that a 
toad may live up to 40 years. 
 

A day of hard graft and the areas around the ponds are transformed. Sunlight can now make 
its way to the water. From underneath a pile of cut branches, a toad emerges to view her new, 
improved habitat. She is just one of many species who will benefit from this work.  
 

Contact Charlotte at charlottekarmali@outlook.com for further information. 
Work Party Dates:  Thurs 14th and Thurs 28th November; Thurs 12th December; 9.30 am-3pm. 
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Weather Figures for Quainton 
Averages and Extremes for September 2019 

 

Temperature   Rainfall   
Maximum 27.4ºC  15th  Total for the 

month 
75.5mm  

Minimum 2.7ºC  17th  Wettest day 21.8mm 23rd  
Average 
Minimum 

9.9ºC  Rain days 11  

Average 
Maximum 

22.1ºC  Dry days  19  

Highest 
Minimum 

15.3ºC 21st     

Lowest 
Maximum 

16.2ºC 9th     

Wind   Pressure   
Highest gust 46mph   25th  Highest 1048hPa 13th  
Average speed 4mph  Lowest 1004hPa  29th  
 

Figures supplied by Mike Beales. For the latest weather at Quainton go to: http://www.quainton-
observatory.net/weather/quainton-weather/ 
 

Call for volunteer drivers for Community Transport schemes across Bucks 
  

Over 25,000 journeys are made by Community Transport car and bus schemes across the 
county each year, with the majority taking service users to medical appointments. Since the 
closure of Red Cross and Royal Voluntary Service transport schemes in Bucks, demand for 
help from those unable to take a bus has risen significantly. 
     Could you help? We are looking for volunteer drivers to join an existing car or bus 
scheme, or to set up a new group, to help provide an essential service in your local 
community. Volunteers are particularly needed in Aylesbury and Wycombe where there are 
no existing schemes. As one Community Transport bus volunteer stated: “The best thing 
about our scheme is that we can offer a service around our villages that means people can get 
out. Our bus group helps not only to tackle loneliness but also helps people be independent 
for longer.” Volunteer drivers can claim 45p per mile for all journeys undertaken on behalf of 
the scheme, plus any parking costs. All you need is a car, driving licence, references and to 
agree to a DBS (police) check. 
     For more information or to volunteer, contact Community Impact Bucks’ Transport team 
on 0300 111 1250. 

 

Quainton Monthly Dog Walk: Sunday 3rd November @ 1pm 
 

Please join us for the Quainton Monthly Dog Walk on the first Sunday of every month: 
1pm meet on the Village Green for max. 2-hour walk. You don't need a dog to join in! 

                                                                                                                                              Jan Stiegeler 
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For Sale:  
Twin metal bed frames. Marks & Spencer,  
hardly used.  £25 each or £40 for the pair.  
Contact Maureen on 07803095896 
 
  
 

 

For sale: 
Peugeot 107, Registered 2005,  

2 Months MOT, Mileage 132k.  

Good condition. £525.  

Please ring 652249 to view. 

For sale:  
5 x 20Kg bags of household coal. £5.50 each. 
Tel: 01296 658040 
 

 Found: 
Black, fluffy, zip up fleece hoodie, found at the tennis courts. Made by "Yours". 

 

For Sale: Panasonic remote control LCD colour TV.  21” screen. 
Full working condition. £30 or reasonable offer. Tel: 01296 655261.  
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Editor: Louisa Richards, Baker’s Cottage, 32 Church Street, Quainton HP22 4AP. 
Tel: 01296 655560. Email: quaintonnews@gmail.com Web: www.quaintonnews.com 
 

Advertising: All queries to Cicely Davey on:  cicelydavey@gmail.com. 
 

Distribution: Dick Carter, 14 Church Street, Quainton HP22 4AP. Tel: 01296 655432. 
Email: richard.carter11@btinternet.com.  
 

Quainton News by Post: We can send Quainton News by post for £15/year.  
Please send orders with payment to: Mrs Tooms, 7 Torbay, Quainton HP22 4AX.  
Tel: 01296 655306. Cheques payable to: Quainton PCC (QN). 
 

Quainton News Online: Do you know someone who would like to receive 
Quainton News but lives outside our distribution area? If so, email us their email address 
and we will add them to our online mailing list. To see a full colour version of current and 
past issues, visit:  www.quaintonnews.com. We are also on Facebook!  
 

 

*** Quainton News copy deadline: 16th of the month *** 
 

 

 
 
 

Quainton Oil Group: Residents wishing to receive regular deliveries of heating oil on 
group negotiated terms from Lovell Fuels should phone 01844 202777 and ask to join the 
Quainton Oil Group. 
 

Quainton Dog Warden: Lost your dog or found someone else’s? Call Jan, our local 
contact point, on 655800 or 07941 946870 for help reuniting lost dogs with their owners. 
 

Memorial Hall Bookings: Online bookings at https://www.bucksvoice.net/quainton-
memorial-hall/ or email: quaintonmemorialhall@gmail.com, or call Deb Barker Boyd on 
01296 655379. To report noise/nuisance only at weekends call 07704 851945. 
 

Saye & Sele Hall Bookings: Call John Knox on 655275. 

Refuse & Recycling Collections for November: 
 

 
 

Monday 4th November Green refuse wheelie bin and food bin 
Brown Garden Waste bin   

Monday 11th November Blue-lidded recycling wheelie bin and food bin 

Monday 18th November Green refuse wheelie bin and food bin 
Brown Garden Waste bin   

Monday 25th November Blue-lidded recycling wheelie bin and food bin 
Monday 2nd December Green refuse wheelie bin and food bin 

Brown Garden Waste bin   
Monday 9th December Blue-lidded recycling wheelie bin and food bin 

 

 QUAINTON NEWS 

 VILLAGE SERVICES 
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Baptism:  October 6th     Luke, Samuel and Kit Jacobs 
 

  

  3 November 10 November 
(Remembrance) 

17 November 24 November 

Morning Reader     

Morning 
Sidesman 

    

Evening Reader J Vowles  A Wearn M Dorrell A Evans 

Evening 
Sidesman 

M Willoughy J Serjeant &  
D Campbell 

D Letheren  V Dalton 

Altar Flowers  Remembrance Poppies  
NO FLOWERS 

UNTIL 
CHRISTMAS Pedestal 

Flowers 
  Remembrance  Poppies 

Tea Rota     

Church 
Cleaning 

Mrs Sergeant/ 
Allen/ 

Miscampbell 

Mrs V. Dalton/ 
Puttick/ Horder 

Mr Leeming 

 Martin & Annie 
Allen 

 SERVICES THIS MONTH AT HOLY CROSS & ST MARY’S CHURCH  

Sunday 3rd   9.30am          Café Breakfast Church 
6.30pm         Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 10th 3.00pm         Remembrance Sunday Service 
 

Sunday 17th 8.00am          BCP Holy Communion 
6.30pm         Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 24th 9.30am          Family Communion 
6.30pm         Informal Service 

 

Sunday 2nd 6.30pm         Advent Service in Whitchurch 
 
Look out for details of our Christmas services in the December issue. 
  
 
 
 
   

 

 CHURCH ROTA 

 PARISH REGISTER ENTRIES 
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 HOLY CROSS & ST. MARY’S CHURCH – OUR FAVOURITE PHOTOS 

Thank you to Sally Davis for this month’s photo of our church. If you have taken a photo 
of our Church or its surroundings which you would like to see in print, please email it to 
me at: quaintonnews@gmail.com. Thank you, Louisa, Editor 
 
 
 

Quainton News: Our Parish Magazine & Village Newsletter 
Editor: Mrs Louisa Richards 

Assistant Editor: Melanie Curtis. Web Editor: Beth Vining. Advertising: Cicely Davey. 
Contributions to the Editor: Baker's Cottage, 32 Church Street, Quainton HP22 4AP 

Tel: 01296 655560.  Email: quaintonnews@gmail.com. Website: www.quaintonnews.com 

Please note the copy deadline is the 16th of each month 
 
 
 

 VILLAGE CALENDAR – NOVEMBER 2019 
2nd November: Bonfire & Fireworks, The Green, 6pm, p5 
5th November: Quainton Beavers, Saye & Sele Hall, 6.30pm 
9th November:  Poppy Appeal Lunch & Bingo, QMH, 12-3pm, p.15 
11th November: Monday Club Card & Gift Sale, QMH, 11-2pm, p.7 
  Quainton Royal British Legion AGM, QMH, 8pm, p.9 
14th November:  Parish Council meeting, QMH, 8pm, p.11 
19th November: Quainton PTA Pudding & Bingo, at School, 6-8.30pm, p.13/15 

Quainton Gardening Society AGM & Quiz Night, QMH, 7.30pm, p.9 
29th November: School Christmas Fair, at School, 3-6pm, p.13/15 
  
 

Future Dates for your Diaries: 

7th December:  Senior Citizens’ Christmas Party, p.13 
8th & 15th Dec: Mince Pies & Mulled Wine, Windmill, 10-12.30pm, p.19. 
10th December: OAP Lunch at the George & Dragon, 12-1.45pm, p.9 
14th December: Churchyard Clear Up, 10-12noon, p.3. 
22nd December: Christmas Music Night, G&D, p.9. 
Christmas Eve: Father Christmas comes around the village from 4pm. 
Christmas Day:  Christmas Day Service in Church, 9.30am 
 


