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George back at The George!
The village heaves a collective sigh of relief with the news that George 

Newman is coming back to manage The George & Dragon Pub for 
Darren to prevent it from closing its doors in August! 

There is also exciting news from the George & Dragon CAG, which 
is working tirelessly to buy the pub and coffee shop on behalf of the 

village and save it from closing. See p.5 inside...
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WELCOME FROM HOLY CROSS & ST MARY’S CHURCH
Dear friends,

It was 1966 (ouch!), and with a low-slung Broadway solid electric 
guitar, which cost around £7.14s.6d. (secondhand), and my 
supercool sixties image, complete with adequate haircut and 
sideburns, I hit the headlines in the Sheerness Times Guardian! 
It took me completely by surprise! I never thought I’d be shot at 
verbally by someone I was supposedly representing! Here was a 
clergyman going public on the evils of ‘beat music’ and the audacity 
of young whipper snappers claim ing to be communicators of 
spiritual truth. I’m several decades older now, but I think I still 
worry some people when I get my guitar out in church!

Back in ’66 the headline in the paper went like this: ‘BEAT GROUP BID TO SAVE 
CHURCH’ – ‘The Victory Side’—the Island’s own Gospel Beat Group—has been called 
in to save Queenborough’s ancient Congregational church. Dwindling congregations 
in the past years have necessitated this move by organist Mr Harry Poppleton and lay 
preacher Mr Colin Steele.” This sparked a series of letters to the newspaper with the 
correspondence coming to a conclusion with yet another headline in the newspaper! 
‘VICTORY FOR BEAT GROUP’ I never intended to cause offence and was shocked that 
bringing contemporary music into the church would cause such a stir!

“News of the services conducted by the Island’s Gospel Beat Group, ‘The Victory Side’ at 
Queenborough Congregational Church on Sunday, was flashed across Britain over the BBC 
Home Service on Monday.” But on the “letters” page of the newspaper, the battle raged on!

“Sir, it is possible that your news item, ‘Beat Group Bid to Save Church’ could be 
misconstrued by a casual reader… I would like to point out that a policy of directing 
one’s efforts to one small section of the community to whom too much attention is already 
paid—the teenage community—could well drive away members of long standing who 
have supported the church loyally.” (Rev P. E. Gee)

Following a number of responses, the Reverend wrote again… “Sir, my efforts to set the 
record right as far as my own church is concerned, regarding the place of ‘beat’ services 
in our area, seems in danger of becoming a first-class argument. The teenage element 
must be prepared to forget the dominance which it has in the world outside by virtue 
of its high purchasing power, bizarre costume and uncouth appearance.” (Rev P. E. Gee) 
Letters like these appeared in the paper for several weeks, some supporting the way we 
were trying to reach the kids on the street with the good news about Jesus, and others 
supporting the more traditional view of the clergyman.

I’ve come to the conclusion over the years, that to have integrity as a vicar, I can only  
be myself!

Blessings all, 
     Rev’d Steve

Rev’d Steve Flashman, Vicar 
Holy Cross & St Mary Quainton & All Saints, Oving with Pitchcott 

The Rectory, 27, Church Street, Quainton, HP22 4AW  
Phone: 01296 655237 Mobile: 07950 000910  

Church Websites: www.quaintonchurch.com www.ovingchurch.com
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NEWS FROM OUR CHURCH

WELCOME TO THE JULY ISSUE

Louisa Richards, Editor
quaintonnews@gmail.com

Hello everyone,

There’s good news at the pub, at last! George is coming back 
to take over the management of the pub until the CAG can, 
hopefully, arrange for the purchase of the pub and coffee 
shop. So the pub will not be closing in August after all! 

The next hurdle is for the community to come together to 
purchase the pub and coffee shop ourselves. To do this, we 
need YOU! The Community Share Offer has opened and we 
can all now buy our very own share of the pub and coffee 
shop! Exciting times are ahead, but we need everyone’s 
support. See p.5 for more details.

Enjoy July in our wonderful village and enjoy the read, 

PS The next issue will be the joint August/September issue. 
Deadline for copy 16th July. Thank you! 

QuaintFest:
Thank you to everyone who has supported QuaintFest this year – we’ll update you 
properly in the next issue with details of how much we raised for our church. 

See p.9 for a list of all the people and businesses who have donated a barrel of beer.

Praise & Worship on Sunday 2nd July: 
Praise and Worship service in church at 6pm. 

See p.7 for more details.

Concert on Saturday 9th September:
Church Concert: Music in Quiet Places. 

See p.19 for more details.



NORTH END NURSERIES
Graham Newman  North End Road, QUAINTON,  

Nr. Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 4BE

  Bedding plants, pot plants,  
hanging baskets and perennials

  Tel: 01296 655502 
Fax: 01296 651971

 Email: info@northendnurseries.com

ALL SERVICING AND REPAIRS CARRIED OUT TO MANUFACTURERS’ SPECIFICATIONS.
LATEST DIAGNOSTICS AND TECHNICAL DATA FOR ALL MAKES AND MODELS.

MOT TESTING AND REMINDERS.  LOCAL COLLECTION AND DELIVERY.
TYRES SUPPLIED AND FITTED, WHEEL BALANCING AND ALIGNMENT.

AIR-CONDITIONING SERVICE AND REPAIR.

 Quainton Garage Lower Street Quainton HP22 4BJ
Telephone (01296) 655286 • 8.30 - 5.00  Monday - Friday

DVSA APPROVED TESTING STATION

QUAINTON GARAGE
Est 1946
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** George & Dragon Public Announcement **
We are really pleased to announce that we will no longer have to close the pub at the end 
of August! We are welcoming back George Newman who is going to be managing the 
pub starting from the beginning of August until the sale is completed. Please pop in and 
show your support over the coming weeks and join us for a drink!
We will however be saying a sad farewell to Jess who is leaving. Good luck Jess! 
Please read on to find out how the village is working hard to save the pub from closure 
and how you can help!

The George and Dragon community share offer is now open!
This is your opportunity to help Save the George and Dragon Pub & Coffee Shop and 
ensure that everybody continues to be able to enjoy the social hub of Quainton for many 
years to come.

Shares can be purchased at £250 each
Documents can be downloaded from the website https://quainton.org.uk/action-group-
george-and-dragon
Hard copy packs of information available on request – just ask.
Any questions? Please get in touch pub.info@quainton.org.uk
We hope you choose to join the many other people who are helping to Save the George 
and Dragon Pub & Coffee Shop by buying Community Shares.

Don’t Delay – buy your shares today!



Gumboots and Roots Pre-school is based  
in the Saye and Sele Hall in Quainton. 

We offer all day childcare to 2, 3 and 4 year olds as well as 
after school care. We have a wonderful outdoor space with  
a variety of resources to keep children stimulated, learning  

and having fun! 

We pride ourselves on our friendly welcoming atmosphere  
and believe this is key to ensuring children feel ‘at home’  

and have the best chance at thriving in our care. 

Contact Kerry or Pam on 07495 030325
gumbootsandroots@gmail.com

See our news on p.25
Follow us on Facebook  
and/or Instagram for  

up-to-date info.

Enquiries: 
office@bucksrailcentre.org
www.bucksrailcentre.org

Quainton Family Pass: £45
Quainton Residents can buy our special Quainton Family  

Pass (2a+4c). It includes entry all our events except Christmas, 
Thomas and any evening events. Call 655720  

to buy yours or find the form on our website and bring it  
in when you next visit. Proof of address required. 

Quainton residents can also get a 25% discount on ALL events, 
including Thomas & Christmas!

A first class day out  
for all the family 
on your doorstep!
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M. SIMMONDS

Family business established over 40 years we 
pride ourselves as one of the best in the business  

I N D U S T R I A L  I  C O M M E R C I A L  I  D O M E S T I C

Decorating Contractors
A Complete Painting & Decorating Service

T  01296 655774  M 07850 499795  
E michael@msimmonds.co.uk  www.msimmonds.co.uk   

“Excellent value for money” 
“Fantastic  work”  “Totally reliable & 
trustworthy’’ “Meticulous attention 
to detail” “First rate personal 
service” “ Always professional” 
“Conscientious, diligent & 
courteous” 

•   Expertise in painting, decorating and wallpapering
•  Full carpentry and repair service 
•    We can take care of all your modernisation and refurbishment 

plans, undertaking and overseeing all plastering, small 
electrical and plumbing works

Audited, Vetted  
& Approved by the 

Buckinghamshire County Council 
Trading Standards

thehairystick @thehairystick msimmonds_decorating M Simmonds Decorating Ltd

Traditional & Modern Plastering
SPECIALISTS IN TIMBER FRAME  

AND LISTED PROPERTIES
REFURBISHMENTS, EXTENSIONS  

AND LOFT CONVERSIONS

Blackgrove Barn, Blackgrove Road, Quainton
Contact: Tim Massa - M: 07973 221489

E: t.massa@btopenworld.com W: www.prestonandmassa.co.uk

Greta Nicholls MAR, Dip FH
Reflexologist & Foot Health Practitioner
Fine Feet Footcare, Quainton • Tel: 07704 437043
Email: finefeetfootcare@hotmail.co.uk
Fully insured & DBS checked
•  ITEC Level 3 qualified in Reflexology, offering treatments for relaxation, 

stress-relief and holistic health.
•  For nail cutting service and effective & professional treatment of corns, 

callus, verrucae, fungal infections, thickened and ingrowing toenails.  
Home visits in Quainton, Aylesbury, Oving, Whitchurch and surrounding 
villages by appointment.
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Saturday 24th June 2023
As we go to print with this issue, QuaintFest is still a couple of days away, but by the time 
you read this, it will have been and gone, so hopefully we all had a fabulous time, the 
sun shone and we raised lots of important funds for our church... (everything is crossed!)

QuaintFest 2023 could not happen if it weren’t for the generosity of these local residents 
and businesses who have sponsored barrels of beer. We thank them whole heartedly!

Local Residents:
Brian Floodgate 
Caroline Cowan 
Penny Allen
The Christopherson family
Peter and Janet Thompson
Tom and Fiona Morrison
Penny Allen
Celia Prideaux
Chris Willcox
Sue Wright
Caroline and Michael Germany
John and Claire Lucas
Iain and Cate Marfleet
Helen and Anthony Foster
The Newman family
Steph and Carl Toop
Frank Goss, Upper South Farm Eggs

THANK YOU  
EVERYONE!

Businesses:
Will Luitsz at Hard Rock Furniture

Kerry Lewis-Smith at Gumboots & Roots 
Pre-school

Mike Lewis at Quainton Garage

Bill at W. Humphries Estate Agent

Robert Serjeant Rural Surveyors

Mick at M. Simmonds Decorating 
Contractors

Also, thank you to:
Mr Wilks & Son with Avery scaffolding 
who supplied the beer scaffolding

Tesco Stores for cake donations

Ruth and Graham at North End Nurseries 
for donating bedding plants

Darren Curtis and the staff at The George 
& Dragon for all their help!
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quainton parish council report
Chair: Vacant. Vice Chair: Nick Butler

Councillors: Sue Weldon, Lee Whitlock, Peter Woodliffe-Thomas, 
Martin Pacetti. Clerk: Katherine Richardson

Two positions vacant: https://quainton.org.uk/Media/Councillors/ 
P-Councillor-Role.pdf

To contact the council use the Contact Form on the website:   
https://quainton.org.uk/contact-us or contact the clerks by email on: parishclerk@
quainton.org.uk 

Parish Council lines of Communication: 
Quainton Village Website on https://www.quainton.org.uk/

Physical message boards on the Green and at Quainton Memorial Hall

Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/QuaintonParish and we will endeavour to 
share important updates onto Quainton Village Life. 

Subscribe to the Quainton Alert email list to receive up to date weather warnings and 
other important information via parishclerk@quainton.org.uk

Parish Council Report:

COUNCILLOR VACANCIES:
We still have vacancies for two Councillors to join the Parish Council. Please contact the 
Parish Clerk if you would like further information on what the role of the Councillor 
entails. 

SPORTS & RECREATION GROUND: 
We have met with another contractor who will supply another quote re the MUGA/Skate 
Park project. A working party is in the process of being set up to drive this project forward. 
Anyone who would like to be part of the working party please contact the Parish Clerk.

THE GEORGE & DRAGON CAG: 
The CAG continues to meet regularly and are making good progress. A separate update 
is included in this edition of the Quainton News. pub.info@quainton.org.uk 
There will also be updates on the website: www.quainton.org.uk/actiongroup-
george-and-dragon and Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/GeorgeAndDragonCAG

BUS SERVICE / STATION ROAD BRIDGE / HS2 / ROADS: 
Your Ward Councillor Phil Gomm will keep you updated on these issues via Facebook. 
Any issues, please contact Cllr Philip Gomm, Buckinghamshire Unitary Councillor, via 
email so he can keep a record: philip.gomm@buckscc.gov.uk In case of an Emergency call 
him on 07778 177647

The Quainton Emergency Team is still available to help people get to appointments.
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HS2:
Any issues with HS2 contact their Helpdesk: Freephone: 08081 434 434 Minicom: 08081 456 
472. Email: hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk. Please email them and copy parishclerk@quainton.
org.uk so we have a copy and a record of how many complaints are being submitted to 
HS2/EKFB and we can hold them to account.

ROAD CLOSURES:
Works have been completed to repair Blackgrove Road. Further repair works are planned 
for Fiddlers Field/Snake Lane. Due to road closures constantly changing, it is impossible 
to keep up to date via printed media like Quainton News. We recommend people keep 
checking the internet on https://one.network. Ward Cllr Phil Gomm will inform you via 
Quainton Village Life on Facebook.

KEEP REPORTING:
Potholes continue to be reported via FixMyStreet and continue to follow up with 
Buckinghamshire Council on the list of roads that need repairing. Please keep reporting 
and let us know if there are concerns.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
Most recent cases as discussed in June 2023 QPC meeting:

Planning Ref Details Location Status
22/03921/APP Retrospective 

planning for single 
storey extension  
and balcony

32 Cautley Close For comment

VOLUNTEERS WANTED:
We would like to relaunch our litter picking volunteer group and set up a volunteer 
group to monitor the speed of vehicles travelling through the village with our newly 
funded sentinel. If anyone would like to help out please contact the Parish Clerk.

ALLOTMENTS:
On a recent visit to the allotments there are a number of plots which are not being 
maintained. We now have a waiting list. If anyone wants to give up their allotment or 
some of their allotment please let the Parish Clerk know asap.

THAMES VALLEY POLICE:
In order for the local community to be kept up to date with what is going on in the 
community Thames Valley Police are encouraging the public register to receive crime 
alerts and information. To register please go to www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk

The last Ordinary Meeting of the Council was held on 11th May 2023.  
NEXT MEETING: Thursday 13th July 2023 at 7:30pm in the Memorial Hall.  

This will be an Ordinary Meeting of the Council. Parishioners are invited to attend. 



Office: 01296 655408  
Mobile: 07747 013521 • Website: Quaintoncarpets.co.uk

The Natural choice

• All flooring works undertaken
• Commercial & Domestic work
• Insurance work

12
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Quainton School PTA News:
100 Club Winners
1st £50 – Arabella Hawkins #98

2nd £20 – Mike Coppack #64

3rd  £10 – Diane Roberts #93

4th  £5 – Joe Hyde #82

PTA Quiz Night
Thanks to those who came to our inaugural quiz night and to those who donated raffle 
prizes! Even though it was a bit quieter than we had hoped, we had such a fun evening 
with lots of laughs and friendly rivalry between the teams!! And, we still raised over £300 
towards improving the playground facilities at the school!

Thank you from Barbara Fell
Barbara Fell would like to thank all her friends in Quainton for their kindness over 
recent weeks, for their visits, prayers, cards, gifts and flowers during her recent illness. 
They were much appreciated and a great support to her. Whilst it is unfortunate that 
Barbara spent her 92nd birthday in Hulcott nursing home, she is convalescing well 
and looks forward to seeing everyone back in Quainton very soon.



Quainton Electrical
Your local Part P registered electrical contractor.  
No job too small. All electrical work undertaken.  
Please call for free quote and safety check.  
New socket, new light, consumer unit or a complete rewire.

Contact Dave Giblin on 07739 812921 or 01296 651835
or email on dave@quaintonelectrical.co.uk
www.quaintonelectrical.co.uk

D. Johnston
Heating & Plumbing Solutions
Based on Upper Street, Quainton

Boiler installations / servicing / repairs

Oftec registered oil boiler specialist

Gas safe registered

Landlord Safety Certificate

Full central heating installations

Under floor heating

General plumbing

Power flushing

Pressurised hot water systems

www.d.johnstonhps.co.uk   
Email: djohnstonhps@outlook.com

Tel: 01296 655169 / Mob: 07702 036217

HAIR BY KIM
City & Guilds qualified mobile hairdresser and barber 

Salon on Lower Street, Quainton
Off road parking. 

Evening appointments available.

Tel: 01296 655962. Mob: 07718 340026

14
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‘Prospect House’ 31 The Green
Some of you may have noticed that 31 
The Green has a ‘new’ house name? Ever 
since we moved here in 1970, with our 
four young teenage children, I had on my 
“to do list” that my wish was to have the 
name put up over the front door. 53 years 
later, I have achieved it!

Being in a Conservation area of the village, 
I thought people would be interested to 
learn a little bit of history about the name 
of ‘Prospect’ and where it fits into the story 
of The Green. The driveway at the side of 
my house goes down to our garages but 
in Victorian or earlier times, this driveway 
was called ‘Prospect Alley’ which led 
down to a cluster of 4 or 5 cottages. These 
were demolished, I am guessing, around 
the beginning of the 20th Century and 
our garages were built from the reclaimed 
tiles and bricks of those cottages. I have 
always felt I wished to resurrect the old 
historic name, so one of my sons sourced 
the beautiful old piece of walnut and 
prepared it, so that my eldest son, was then able to carve out the name ‘Prospect House’.

June Hanson

June celebrated her 90th birthday on Saturday 17th June, hence the ribbons on her 
front door! There was a gathering in church after the service on Sunday when she was 
presented with flowers and cards. Happy BIG Birthday June! 



We are an 
experienced team 
providing fully 
flexible childcare,  
for children aged 
6 months to 
starting school, 
in a beautiful 
rural setting on 
the outskirts of 
Quainton.

School drop offs and 
collections to and 
from Quainton and 
East Claydon primary 
schools also 
available.

Please contact Laura/
Joe for further details

07752 138176

Floristry for every Occasion

Daily Gift Deliveries to Quainton
Award Winning Wedding Florists

Bespoke Funeral Floristry
Demonstrations

www.signature-flowers.co.uk
Invited members of the Good Florist Guide

20 Market Square 
Bicester, OX26 6AD

01869 253572

16



17

Quainton  
Windmill

Quainton Windmill – Open Every Sunday
The windmill is open every Sunday from 10.00 to 12.30 hrs. 

As you climb the 70 steps in the windmill, our volunteers are on hand to 
explain the workings of this long-lost activity. Younger visitors are very 
welcome, they can leave with a free diagram of the 51 working parts of 
the mill and if they have climb to the top of the windmill they receive a 
personalised certificate.

For those who choose not to climb the stairs, there is a video on the 
ground floor showing the mill in action.

Group Visits
The windmill team also welcome visits from pre-
arranged Groups on of 8-18 people. The benefits of 
visiting as a Group are:

• The day and time can be fixed to suit the organiser.

•  The visit includes a video presentation showing the 
mill working, an explanation of how it works and 
the development of windmills over the centuries. 

•  Our volunteers are on hand to explain the workings 
of the mill.

There have been formal groups eg U3A, Rotary 
Group, Women’s Institute, Vauxhall group 
Pensioners, Young Farmers or school children. 
Alternatively it can be a Group of friends eg cycling 
clubs, walking groups or even your relatives, friends 
and neighbours in Quainton.

Most groups choose to start and end 
their visit at the nearby George and 
Dragon Pub & Coffee shop.

If you would like to arrange a 
group visit, email info bookings@
quaintonwindmill.org 

Photos above show the Winslow U3A Science & 
Technology Group, Aylesbury Young Farmers, 
Waddesdon WI and Quainton Endowed School.

Visit: www.quaintonwindmill.org                      
Email: info@quaintonwindmill.org      
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Holy Cross and St Mary’s Church, 
Quainton 

Enjoy a Classical 
Concert on 
Saturday 9 
September 

7.30pm 

 
Tickets price £10 available from the 

Village Store (cash only) or  
David Leeming (07531005855) (cash 

only at the church door) 
 
 

Performed by 

Music in Quiet Places 
Dvorak – Cypresses for String Quartet 
and 

Schubert – String Quintet in C Major 
D596 

 

. . . to raise funds for both the Church 
and the Musicians. 
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Pre-1988 Vehicle Rally

Tickets available at www.bucksrailcentre.org
Buckinghamshire Railway Centre, Station Road, Quainton HP22 4BY

Our biggest annual vehicle rally, with pre-1988 cars, buses,
motorbikes, commercial vehicles and more!
Live music providing entertainment throughout the day
Steam train rides, museum and miniature & model railways 
Visitor Centre with railway displays, café and gift shop
To enter your vehicle email: qn@bucksrailcentre.org

 

Bank Holiday Monday 28th August 2023
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Keith Bird
Plumbing and heating

All work fully guaranteed and insured

 Tel: 01296 655499

Mob: 07516 480860

Email: k.bird944@btinternet.com

WALLACE
WINDOW CLEANING

Your local, regular and reliable window 
cleaner

Domestic and Commercial window 
cleaning using pure water and a reach 

& wash system 
www.wallacewindowcleaning.co.uk

enquiries@wallacewindowcleaning.co.uk

We clean – 
• Windows
• Conservatory roofs
• Soffits & fascias
• Guttering (clean and clear)
• Cladding
• Internal glass partitions
• Signs and Solar panels

01296 770005
07702 498942
Public Liability Insurance
Member of the Federation of Window Cleaners
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Quainton Golf Society
Our May event was for the Colin Bradbury Pairs at Aylesbury Vale 
Golf Club  at Stewkley. We were blessed with a wonderful sunny day 
(if a touch breezy), and the course was in the best condition we have 
ever seen it in.

We had the maximum 28 players for the event, which included 2 new 
members. The format for the Pairs Event was the same as last year which was a Pairs 
Betterball Bogey competition which is best described as a matchplay event against the 
Course. The field of 14 pairs included 5 pairs that have won the Pairs event before, but 
the names on the trophy this year were first time Pairs winners Matt Simmonds and Tim 
Spokes, Tim winning the main prize for the 2nd month in succession.

The top five was follows:-

Colin Bradbury – Pairs Trophy Score
 1st Matt Simmonds & Tim Spokes +8
2nd   Alan Marks & Dave Payne +7
3rd Jamie Carlin & Darren Knibb +4
4th= Vince Hemsley & Steve Mitchell Jnr +3
4th= Mark Carter & Dave Clouting +3
4th= Brian Cuddy & John Lucas +3
4th= Mick Simmonds & Neil Mack +3

Our next event is at Aspley Guise and Woburn Sands Golf Club on Friday 28 July playing 
for the NSPCC Putter.     
If you are interested in joining the Society, please contact Vince Hemsley on 07427555656 
or vince.hemsley63@virginmedia.com

Whitchurch WI 
In July we will be having a members' outing – a boat trip on the Aylesbury Canal 
– and in August we will hold our usual Tea Party in a member's garden. Let's 
hope the weather behaves on both occasions. 

This means we won't be meeting in the Parish Hall on either of the usual days, but 
in September will will return to our usual evening time of 7.30 pm at our usual 
venue. Details will follow in due course.
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Seasonal, sustainably grown and 
pesticide free
• Flower arranger’s buckets 
• Friday Flowers • Workshops 
• DIY wedding flowers 

Contact via my website  
or instagram DM

www.sweetgraceflowerfarm.co.uk 
 @sweetgraceflowerfarm
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What’s on in July and August at The Railway!
All details are online at www.bucksrailcentre.org or pop down and see us!

Sunday 2nd July:   Steaming Day with: 
    the Leyland Society Gathering
Sunday 9th July:    Steaming Day
Sunday 16th June:   Steaming Day  
Sat 22nd & Sun 23rd July:  Day Out With Thomas 
Sunday 30th July:   Steaming Day
Sunday 6th August:  Steaming Day with Great Train Robbery event
Sunday 13th August:  Peppa Pig is Back!
Sunday 20th August:  Steaming Day with: 
    MG Car Club and Aston Martin Car Club Rallies
Sunday 27th August:  Steaming Day with Rover Car Club Rally
B/H Monday 28th August:  Annual Pre-1988 Classic Vehicle Rally 
    Email office@bucksrailcentre.org to bring a vehicle  
    to this event!
All events run from 10.30am-5pm with last admissions at 3.30pm. Quainton residents 
don’t need to pre-book, just bring proof of address with you and get 25% off ALL tickets! 
Monday-Friday: The Visitor Centre with Railway Cafe, play area, gift shop and 
exhibits is open 9.30am-2pm with free entry. In the summer months, enjoy milkshakes 
and smoothies, or an ice cream, or why not have our legendary Full English Breakfast?!
£45 Annual Quainton Pass: The special Quainton residents-only pass is just £45 
for a family (2a+4c)! It includes entry to everything except Thomas, Halloween and 
Christmas or any evening events. See our website for more details or pop down to see us!

More details at www.bucksrailcentre.org
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� Standard Single Will - £199
� Standard Mirror Wills - £299
� Lasting Power of Attorney
 Property & Financial or Health & Welfare - £325 each
 Standard Mirror Wills - £299
 Both types for one person - £500
 Both types for a couple - £950
� Probate Assistance from  - £1,200
� Prepaid funerals plans from  - £1,700

Gail and Lesley offer a friendly
estate planning service
Come in and see us
The Garage, Castle Street
Buckingham MK18 1BS
or phone 01280 811201  

lesley@buckinghamwillsandprobate.co.uk               01280 811201               www.buckinghamwillsandprobate.co.uk

Buckingham Wills & Probate
Part of Bicester Wills Ltd

Living
Will

£ £
£

£

£

LPAWill
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An Open Letter from a Quainton Newcomer:

A View from Romney Meadows, Quainton
How privileged we are to let you into our thoughts on such a lovely village and now also on 
becoming members of the Quainton Village Society (QVS)

Having moved into the village last August and really enjoying settling in, we now feel we can 
give a big thanks to the Quainton Village Showcase, which was held at the Memorial Hall. 
Whilst we were there, we met some fantastic people and were shown and told about all the 
many societies, groups, clubs etc. 

So, it’s a big thank you for bringing our thoughts back again to how wonderful village life 
can be.

We have found this to be the most welcoming of villages – albeit Romney Meadows was not 
thought of as the most popular development at the time of its conception – we’ve had noth-
ing but kindness and help shown to us throughout from everyone!!

We can see ourselves living a longer, happier and more peaceful life, thanks to this wonder-
ful village and its lovely people!!

PS To other new comers to the village we say, have you thought of becoming QVS members?!

Go on and make the most of your new life here in Quainton!

Richard (Cantwell) and Joyce (Davies)

Volunteers Wanted for the new MUGA & Skate Park Project!
We have met with another contractor who will supply another quote re the MUGA/
Skate Park project. A working party is in the process of being set up to drive this project 
forward. Anyone who would like to be part of the working party please contact the Parish 
Clerk on parishclerk@quainton.org.uk

Volunteers Wanted for Litter Picking and Speedwatch
We would like to relaunch our litter picking volunteer group and set up a volunteer group 
to monitor the speed of vehicles travelling through the village with our newly funded 
sentinel. If anyone would like to help out please contact the Parish Clerk on parishclerk@
quainton.org.uk.

Quainton Village Society
Registered Charity No. 802608 

“Caring about the village”
QVS
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New Thriller from local crime writer, Sherry!
Our local crime writer, Sherry Hostler, is about to 
hit the shelves again with her second book ‘Free Fall’  
which is due for release on 22nd July 2023. 

It is another slow burn psychological thriller, but has a completely 
different storyline and character line-up to her first book, 
‘Hypnotic’ (although one character’s name does crop up).  

The story focusses on Ellie, who is feeling 
alone and unhappy in her marriage. Her 
husband no longer shows any interest in her and is constantly 
travelling for work. So, when Saul, a handsome stranger, offers her 
everything she’s been missing, what starts as a harmless flirtation 
quickly grows into something deeper.   

Before it can go too far, however, Ellie comes to her senses and ends 
the burgeoning relationship.  It’s over – or is it? 

A series of unexplained and sometimes threatening events soon 
lead Ellie to believe that maybe Saul isn’t as out of her life as she’d 
thought. 

Sherry lives in Quainton with her husband, Jon, and can often be seen walking around the 
village with her big fluffy dog, Barkley.  In her spare time, she writes a regular column for 
Vale Life called ‘A Drop of Sherry’ as well as contributing to various other magazines.  She 
enjoys a bit of 90’s dance music and thinks she does her best writing (and dancing) after 
a few glasses of Rioja, but this is possibly not the case. 

The latest book from the author of the best selling ‘Hypnotic’ promises to keep readers 
guessing until the very end, so if you like a gripping read, give it a go, and who knows, 
you might even recognise some of the characters…

‘Free Fall’ is available on Amazon both for Kindle and in paperback from 22nd July and 
you will be able to find more details at sherryhostler.com

  Facebook: SherryHostlerWriter

  Twitter: SherryHostler
  Instagram: adropofsherry

COMPETITION TIME: 
Sherry is about to start work on her third novel and wants to offer something really unique 
to her readers. The opportunity to have a character named after you in her next novel!  

All you need to do is purchase 'Free Fall' in paperback OR e-book on or before 31 July 
2023. Then take a photo of yourself holding the book/the book on your e-reading device, 
give me a follow on Facebook at @SherryHostlerWriter, Twitter at @SherryHostler or Insta 
@adropofsherry then share the image, tagging me in your post along with the hashtag 
#freefall.



Call Bicester 01869 879111  www.oxfordaerials.co.uk

Shaun Guard  
TV Aerial Services
 Aerials - supplied, repaired and poor reception solved
 Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish installation also foreign TV
 Internet - blackspots cured, data cables to your TVs / computer
 TVs - hung on your wall or set up and tuned

NEED EXTRA STORAGE?
Industrial units available for rent, various sizes.

 Ring Eddie on 07850 911518 for availability.

CLASSIC CAR STORAGE?
SECURE DRY STORAGE FOR BUILDERS EQUIPMENT?

20 foot Storage Containers in secure yard in Hogshaw available now.
£100 + VAT per month. Call Eddie on 07850 911518

Inspire with
ADVERTISING

                                        that works

Let’s talk...  t: 07711 826532  |  e: russell@carter-design.co.uk

Help build your business  
with affordable designs  
that standout and attract  
the right clients

With over 25 years of design 
experience working alongside  
well-known brand names  
and local businesses

Ads, direct mail & branding  

Display graphics 

Promotional literature 

Image retouching
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July 2023 Edition – HS2 in Quainton
At HS2 and EKFB, we strive to find new 
ways to accommodate community requests 
along the line of route. In May, we were 
approached to help facilitate a key event for 
residents around the Waddesdon area. 

Every 7 years, communities in 
Buckinghamshire parishes take part in 
the years old tradition of ‘Beating the 
Bounds’. However, this year the Grendon 
Underwood and Waddesdon parish routes 
had been divided by the HS2 works.

Our representatives helped organise safe 
crossings for the ‘bounders’ to continue their walk across small sections of our site. We are 
proud that we were able to show our support for this long-standing community tradition. 

Moving into our construction update, from June 2023 we will be continuing preparations 
for the Station Road realignment. 

•  From 10 – 23 July, Station Road at the junction with Quainton Road and Fiddlers Field/
Snakes Lane will be under 3 way temporary traffic lights. We will be undertaking works 
to connect a water main along the southern section of Station Road at the junction with 
Quainton Road and Fiddlers Field/Snakes Lane.

•  On Station Road, the current closure of the northern section will remain in place until 
November 2023 with signed diversions. This is so Network Rail can complete necessary 
changes to make the Station Road Bridge safe for continued use and to support 
movement of material from the Quainton Railhead.

•  On Blackgrove Road, our temporary 2-way traffic lights will remain in place at the plant 
crossing point.

•  On the A41 temporary roundabout outside the EFKB A41 Compound, our temporary 
2-way traffic lights will remain in place to allow plant to cross the roundabout when 
necessary.

Please note: these dates may change due to conditions outside of our control. Please refer 
to the HS2 website regularly to check for any changes and updates or to view the detailed 
Advanced Works Notification.
If you would like to read more about the works and view the advance works notices and maps, 
then please go to HS2 website www.hs2.org.uk and click the ‘in your area section’ to view the 
interactive map.
If you have a question about HS2 please contact our HS2 Helpdesk team on 08081 434 434 or 
email hs2enquiries@hs2.org.uk

The EKFB team with Rev Charlotte and 
‘bounders’ for beating the bounds.



LAND AGENT AND RURAL PROPERTY SPECIALIST
With 25+ years’ experience throughout Bucks, Oxon and 
surrounding counties.
Including: Rural property sales/acquisitions; Estate Management; 
Tenancies and Contract Farming arrangements; RICS ‘Red Book’ 
Valuations; Grant Applications: Basic Payment Scheme, Stewardship 
Schemes and RDPE; Equestrian; Compulsory Purchase and  
Compensation (HS2, East West Rail, Oxford to Cambridge Expressway).

Denham Hill Farm, Quainton, HP22 4AN 
Tel: 01296 326232 | Mob: 07830 378936

Ace of Shaves
Barbers

74 High Street • Waddesdon • HP18 0JD

01296 651110  –  Open 6 days a week

 Ace of Shaves-Waddesdon

Find us on Instagram @ aceofshaves

WOOF TIMESWOOF TIMES
DOG GROOMING SALON IN HOGSHAW
*CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED STAFF
*ALL GROOMING SERVICES AVAILABLE
*INC TEETH CLEANING

WT COLLAR CLUB
FULLY LICENSED DOGGY DAYCARE BASED IN GRENDON UNDERWOOD
*5 STAR RATED
*INDOOR/OUTDOOR PLAY AREAS
*LOCAL COLLECTION AVAILABLE
01296 532747 WWW.WOOFTIMES.CO.UK

Local specialists 
in ground care 
and lawn care 
machinery 
since 2001.

TIME FOR 
A NEW 
MOWER?
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rtmachinery.co.uk
01844 299 037
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RAMBLINGS FROM FINEMERE WOOD: Charlotte Karmali, Volunteer Warden

Summer has arrived, and with it comes the blossoming of flowers 
and the flight of butterflies. Each visit to Finemere stuns us with 
the emergence of another species. Senses are overloaded with 
the wonder of bird song, the vibrancy of flora and the buzzing of 
invertebrates. The grassy rides are awash with Common spotted 
orchids. Each year  numbers increase, as they become more 
widespread. Pyramidal orchids have also been spotted on the site: 
they dazzle with their exquisite, vibrant-pink flower spikes.

But the volunteers must be set to work amidst this overwhelming 
beauty. For without their labours to maintain the variety of 
habitats, Finemere Wood would not be the diverse and glorious refuge that it is today. 

Nature is left to flourish as the volunteers turn their 
attention to the infrastructure of the reserve. The adjoining 
meadows are where the work is to be found this month. 
Management of this grassland involves grazing by 
livestock. This greatly reduces the competition from 
dominant plants such as thistles, nettles and ragwort, thus 
more delicate grasses and wildflowers are able to thrive. A 
demolition gang are directed to dilapidated fences. With 
hammers, wire cutters and muscle power the dismantling 
of wood and wire is skilfully tackled, making way for new, 
stock-proof  fences to be raised.

Grass vetchling (Lathyrus 
nissolia) is a stunning and 
inconspicuous plant of the Pea 
family. Found in open, dry and 
grassy places, its flowers appear 
to float amongst the vegetation. 
With grass-like leaves, it is not 
immediately distinguishable 
from the surrounding pasture. 
Growing up to 60cm, either 
one or two small and delicate 
bright-pink flowers dangle from 
the svelte stalk. Mainly found 
in the South and South East of 
England, Lathyrus nissolia is 

considered to be scarce, it is, however, on the increase. 
Never has there been so much Grass vetchling in the 
Finemere meadows. It is rewarding to see how far and wide it has spread.

The fences are down in the blink of an eye and the volunteers muster for a slice of lemon 
drizzle cake. Minds must now be turned to the conundrum of fixing sections of existing 
fence….perhaps another slice of cake would help.
For further information about volunteering opportunities at Finemere Wood, Calvert Jubilee and other BBOWT 
reserves, please email volunteering@bbowt.org.uk. All enquiries will now be dealt with centrally.



Local Tradesman with over 16 Years’ Experience  
Fully Qualified and Insured – No Job Too Small

All aspects of building work undertaken including:
Extensions - Loft Conversions - Garage Conversions - Landscaping - Patios 

Kitchens - Bathrooms - Roofing - Driveways - General Maintenance

Check out our Facebook and Instagram pages 
References can be provided 
Contact Baz for a free quote on 07792 879375 
Email at theclaydonbuildingcompany@gmail.com

W HUMPHRIES LTD
VILLAGE, COUNTRY & EQUESTRIAN PROPERTY

SALES & LETTINGS

Visit: www.whumphries.co.uk

Speak to Bill on the number below for any property advice
74 High Street, Waddesdon, HP18 0JD

Tel: 01296 658 270 or email: bill@whumphries.co.uk

SAMBROOK CARPETS
Telephone: 01296 715156 44 High Street Winslow MK18 3HB

COMPLETE CARPET FITTING & ALTERATIONS SERVICE TO SUIT  
ALL YOUR NEEDS • PROFESSIONAL CARPET CLEANING SERVICES

IF IT’S TO DO WITH THE FLOOR – JUST KNOCK ON OUR DOOR
CARPETS • VINYL • RUGS • MATS • WOOD & LAMINATE • NATURAL •

CLEANING • FREE ESTIMATES
Email: Carpets@sambrookcarpets.co.uk   visit: www.sambrookcarpets.co.uk

will@hardrockflooring.com 
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QUAINTON FOOTBALL CLUB
200 CLUB DRAW

Cash prizes each month: over £3500 paid out over 12 months
 The May Draw   
 £100 185 Ian Magowan £20 79 Caroline Germany
 £50 173 Tracey Gordon £18 107 Mick Simmonds
 £25 162 Tom Pelling £12  57 Mrs D Alcock
 £25 120 Paul Green £10 22 Harry Curtis
 £25 37 Alice Saunders
 George & Dragon Meal Voucher:   15 A Atkinson
 Next Draw will take place on the last weekend

of July 2023 at George and Dragon, The Green, Quainton

QUAINTON MEMORIAL HALL 
Calendar of Activities

Detailed below are the regular weekly activities in Quainton Memorial Hall.  
As there may be breaks for holidays, please check the online calendar first at  
https://booking.quaintonmh.co.uk/
If you are interested in joining one of these groups, please contact QMH and your enquiry 
will be forwarded to the relevant contact. New members are always welcome. 

DAY ACTIVITY TIME

Monday Day Centre (Main Hall)
Craft Club (Conference Room) 

10:00 – 14:30
13:30 – 16:30

Tuesday Pilates (Main Hall)
Art Club (Conference Room) *
Pilates (Main Hall)

10:30 – 11:30
13:30 – 16:30
17:30 – 18:30

Wednesday Bridge (Main Hall)  
Carpet Bowls (Main Hall)

13:00 – 16:30 
19:30 – 21:30

Thursday Coffee Morning (Main Hall) 10:00 – 12:00 – just turn up!
Friday Community Choir (Main Hall) *

Badminton (Main Hall) 
10:00 – 11:30
19:00 – 22:00

Saturday
Sunday Table Tennis (Main Hall) ** 17:00 – 20:00

* Art Club, Community Choir &  Table Tennis do not run over the summer – please check 
the online calendar for when they recommence.
** Coffee Morning is on Summer break after 6 July – restart on 7 September.
If you’d like to book the hall for either an ad hoc event or a new regular activity, 
please either book online at booking.quaintonmh.co.uk or contact our bookings clerk, 
Deb Barker Boyd, on 01296 655379. Alternatively, you can contact us by email at 
quaintonmemorialhall@gmail.com



A leading independent prep school set in thirty acres of beautiful grounds  
in the Buckinghamshire countryside.  
Scholarships available for children joining in Year 7.

For more information, including details of our termly open mornings,  
please contact our Registrar, Fiona Grainge.

E: registrar@ashfoldschool.co.uk T: 01844 238237 
www.ashfoldschool.co.uk @AshfoldSchool ashfoldschool

A prep school 
for boys and girls 
aged 3 - 13 years

Ashfold School 
Dorton House

Dorton
Aylesbury

Buckinghamshire 
HP18 9NG

‘The quality of pupils’  
achievements and learning  

is excellent’  ISI

Come &

Visit Us! 

Ashfold
sChool

36

Temperature °C Date Rainfall Date

Maximum 25.8ºC 24th Total for the  
month

35mm

Minimum 2.2ºC 16th Wettest day 15mm 6th

Average Minimum 6.8ºC Rain days 7

Average Maximum 20.2ºC Dry days 24

Highest Minimum 10.1ºC 7th 

Lowest Maximum 13.2ºC 6th 

Wind Pressure

Highest gust 25mph  12th Highest 1023hPa 26th

Lowest 998hPa 9th

Figures supplied by Mike Beales.  
For the latest weather at Quainton go to: wunderground.com/dashboard/pws/IQUAINTO2

WEATHER FIGURES FOR QUAINTON

Averages and Extremes for May 2023
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QUAINTON NEWS

VILLAGE SERVICES

Editor: Louisa Richards, Baker’s Cottage, 32 Church Street, Quainton HP22 4AP. 
Tel: 01296 655560. Email: quaintonnews@gmail.com
Advertising: All queries to Melanie Curtis on: QNadverts@gmail.com.
Distribution: Dick Carter, 14 Church Street, Quainton HP22 4AP. Tel: 01296 655432. 
Email: richard.carter11@btinternet.com.
Quainton News by Post: We can send Quainton News by post for £15/year. Please send 
orders with payment to: Venetia Dalton, The Barn, 1 Canons Orchard, Quainton, HP22 
4DA. Cheques payable to: Quainton PCC (QN). Email: venetiadalton@gmail.com
Quainton News Online: https://quaintonnews.wixsite.com/quainton-news

••• Quainton News copy deadline: 16th of the month ••• 

Quainton Website: Quainton Parish Online: www.quainton.org.uk
Quainton Village Life: This is a very active Facebook page for Quainton residents. Photos 
shared, local history discussed, questions answered, advice given, recommendations, plus 
lots more! There is also “Quainton Buying and Selling” Facebook page.
Quainton Support Network: A team of volunteers to help. Call Clare Lucas on 655552.
Quainton Oil Group: Residents can receive regular deliveries of heating oil on group 
negotiated terms from Lovells. T: 01844 202777 and ask to join the Quainton Oil Group.
Quainton Dog Warden: Lost your dog or found someone else’s? Call Jan, our local 
contact point, on 655800 or 07941 946870 for help reuniting lost dogs with their owners.
Memorial Hall Bookings: https://booking.quaintonmh.co.uk/ or contact Deb Barker 
Boyd on 655379, E: quaintonmemorialhall@gmail.com. Call 07704 851945 to report 
noise/nuisance.
Saye & Sele Hall Bookings: Call John Knox on 655275.
Winwood Almshouses: For enquiries contact: winwoodalmshouses@outlook.com

Please make sure your bin is out for 6.30am

REFUSE & RECYCLING COLLECTIONS FOR JULY

Monday 3rd July Blue-lidded recycling wheelie bin and food bin

Monday 10th July Green refuse wheelie bin and food bin 
** Brown Garden Waste Bin **

Monday 17th July Blue-lidded recycling wheelie bin and food bin

Monday 24th July Green refuse wheelie bin and food bin 
** Brown Garden Waste Bin **

Monday 31st July Blue-lidded recycling wheelie bin and food bin



THE ONLY 
NAME FOR 
AGGREGATES 
IN THE AREA

Collection or delivery*        Expert team to help you choose
Huge range of quality aggregates         Bulk bags 

We Sell Aggregates & Topsoil 
From 25kg to 20 Tonnes

www.brookfarmaggregates.co.uk

OPEN: Mon-Fri: 7am – 5pm / Sat: 7am – 12pm

T•01296 715 928
sales@brookfarmaggregates.co.uk

CALL OUR TEAM FOR HELP AND ADVICE

*Delivery charges may apply please call for latest prices

TYPE 1

BALLAST

SHARP SAND

SOFT SAND

10MM/20MM SHINGLE

CRUSHED CONCRETE

CEMENT

POSTCRETE

TOPSOIL

DRAINAGE

FENCING

BARK MULCH

CONCRETE BLOCKS

SEARCH FOR US

Brook Farm, Granborough Road, Winslow, Bucks, MK18 3NG 

     Aggregates available loose or bagged
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SERVICES AT HOLY CROSS & ST MARY’S CHURCH

2nd July 8.00am BCP Holy Communion
 6.00pm Praise And Worship Service see p.7
 
9th July 6.00pm Evening Prayer
 
16th July 6.00pm Evening Prayer
 
23rd July 6.00pm Evening Prayer
 
30th July 6.00pm Holy Communion

PARISH REGISTER ENTRIES

Friday May 26th:   Burial of Ashes, Laura Saunders

Saturday 28th May:  Baptism of Eliza O’Neill

Saturday 3rd June: Wedding of Rachel Dungey and Craig Schwartz

Sunday 18th June: Baptism of Ava Blane

CHURCH ROTA FOR JULY

2 July 9 July 16 July 23July 30 July

Evening 
Reader TBA David 

Letheren
Tom 

Morrison
Jane  

Vowles
Martin  
Dorrell

Evening 
Sidesman

Kathy 
Blanchard

Richard 
Clark

Venetia 
Dalton

Arthur  
Evans

David  
Letheren

Altar  
Flowers

Sarah 
Fenemore

Margaret 
Willoughby

Marsha 
Miller

Lois  
Skinner

Shirley  
Coote

Pedestal 
Flowers

Helen 
Ratcliffe

Carolyn 
Turnbull

Carolyn 
Turnbull

Fiona 
Morrison

Fiona  
Morrison

Church 
Cleaning

Sarah Williams/ 
Debbie Ormerod/ 
Jayne Williamson

Jane Vowles/ 
Judy Marshall/ 

Kathy Blanchard

Fiona Morrison/
Helen Ratcliffe/
Sarah Fenemore
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Quainton News – The Parish Magazine and Village Newsletter
Editor: Mrs Louisa Richards 

Design Consultant: Rachel Quigg. Web Editor: Beth Vining. Advertising: Melanie Curtis.
Contributions to the Editor: Baker’s Cottage, 32 Church Street, Quainton HP22 4AP

Tel: 01296 655560. Email: quaintonnews@gmail.com. 
Website: https://quaintonnews.wixsite.com/quainton-news

VILLAGE CALENDAR – JULY 2023

HOLY CROSS & ST. MARY’S CHURCH – our favourite photos

1st July:  Cafe Zest, Whitchurch, p.13 
2nd July: Praise & Worship Service, Church, 6pm, p.7 
13th July: PC meeting, 7.30pm, QMH, p.11 
15th July: Quainton Netball Club Bingo Night, 7pm, QMH, p.21 
22/23rd July: Day Out With Thomas at Bucks Railway Centre, p.25

Future Dates:   
13th August:  Peppa Pig at The Railway, p.25 
28th August:  Pre-1988 Classic Vehicle Rally at The Railway, p.20 
9th September:  Concert in Quiet Places, in Church, p.23

“Quainton church taken on our Golden Wedding Anniversary weekend from the 
windmill. A great weekend!” Mo and Roger Simmonds. Congratulations to you both!

If you would like to see your photo in print here next month, please send your 
favourite photos of our church and its surroundings to me at quaintonnews@gmail.com  
Thank you! Louisa, Editor


