
  

 

Village Show with a Difference 
On The Green, Saturday 5th September 

For one year only (we hope!), the all-new village show, which is open to 
everyone in the village, has just 11 classes, including sunflowers, vegetables and 

flowers. No entry fees or forms, just turn up and take part! Full details on p.7. 
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       Welcome from Holy Cross & St Mary’s Church 
 

 
  

memories have been passed down the generations. The programme has also gained a number of 
celebrity fans including Richard Osman, Kathy Burke and Greg James. Stephen Fry called it “the 
best programme on British television” and a fine antidote to “the mad digital world”. 

The Repair Shop’s presenter, furniture restorer Jay Blades, puts the show’s success down to its 
relatability and heart. “A lot of people are annoyed with TV at the moment,” he says. “There’s too 
much nastiness, whereas The Repair Shop is all about making things good again. We fulfil 
people’s dreams. And when we do, they have such wonder written all over their faces.” 

At the time of writing, the nation is still reeling from the aftershock of the COVID-19 pandemic - 
the invisible enemy that claimed the lives of 45,000 plus people in the UK and countless others 
around the world. We are gradually emerging from 16 weeks of lockdown and wondering if 
there will be a second wave of this evil virus which will claim even more lives. 

The events of the last 4 months have confronted many with the grim reality of their own 
mortality and many have experienced the heartbreak of not being able to be with their loved ones 
during the last moments of their lives. 

But something else has been happening alongside all of this. The National Health Service have 
presented us with countless servant hearted and courageous nurses, doctors and medical staff 
who have worked tirelessly to save lives, whilst risking their own. Communities all over the 
country have come together to support neighbours, friends and vulnerable people. Pollution 
levels have diminished, giving us cleaner air to breathe. And people of all ages have been 
inventing new ways of being creative - making things, drawing, making music, repairing broken 
possessions, being creative using media such as Zoom! 

No wonder The Repair Shop is so popular. It has touched people at a very deep level and is 
drawing out within us things that we so often bury or ignore. Let’s hope and pray that when the 
virus has gone away, we won’t lose the precious things we have discovered in these days. 

Of course, God is in the repair and restoration business too! 

Blessings all,     
Rev Steve  

Reverend Steve Flashman, Vicar 
Holy Cross & St Mary, Quainton; and All Saints, Oving with Pitchcott,  

The Rectory, 27, Church Street, Quainton HP22  4AW  
Web: www.steveflashman.com Mobile: 07950 000910 Home: 01296 655237 

 

Dear friends, 
Every now and then a TV show emerges out of nowhere to become a 
media sensation that captures the imagination of the viewing public. The 
Repair Shop is one such show. Ratings have soared to over 2 million 
viewers and I must admit it’s quite hard to get through the show without 
shedding a tear! Each episode brings a new challenge for the experts to 
sort out. Members of the public bring broken, treasured items to be 
repaired and then return to collect their precious possessions which have 
been fully restored. Fascinating stories emerge, as people share memories 
of loved ones for whom various objects have special significance and the 
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 Welcome to the August/September 2020 issue 

 News From Our Church: Church Services to Re-start 
 

  

The church remains open during daylight hours for individual private prayer. We 
continue to provide Online Services every Sunday. These can be downloaded and viewed 
on our website: www.quaintonchurch.com. Follow the “Can’t Get To Church?” and “Live 
Service” link at the top of the page. If you are using an iPad or Smartphone, turn it 
sideways! It gives a better view (landscape). 
 

We have desperately missed the funds we collect from services, weddings, fundraising 
events etc, please see p.15 for quick and easy ways you can donate to our church. 

 
We have planned to slowly get services back up and running in Church 

from August. See p.39 for details.  

We look forward to seeing you in church again very soon. 

 
 
 

Hello everyone,  
 

So, life is slowly and tentatively trying to get back to 
normal – if anyone can actually remember what that was. 
Our church will be easing gently back into services from 
Sunday 9th August; the memorial hall is open and certain 
activities are re-starting; the windmill is open on 
Sundays once again; the pub is easing out of lockdown 
and the play area is once again full of happy children! 
Could this be the light at the end of this dark, dark 
tunnel? Let’s hope so. 
 

Another of our major village events, however, is having 
to dramatically change its format – see p.7 for all the 
information you need about the all-new Village Show on 
The Green – I hope to see lots of you there! 
 
Stay safe everyone and enjoy the read,  

 
   

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Louisa Richards, Editor 
 
 

 
 

Louisa Richards, Editor 
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COVID-19: QUAINTON SUPPORT NETWORK 
Quainton Support Network remains in place to help anyone self-isolating or shielding 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. If you have tested positive for Covid-19, or are suffering 
symptoms, and are having to self-isolate, please do not hesitate to get in touch to ask for 
help. We can help with shopping, prescriptions, dog walking or just to give you someone 
to talk to on the phone. Contact details are below. Our volunteers are being used and 
appreciated, so thank you to everyone in the support network. If for whatever reason you 
are no longer able to offer your services to the network, please just let us know. 
 

Waddesdon Prescriptions 
The majority of these are delivered to the shop (and then delivered to homes by our 
volunteer Martin) but please phone Jan Stiegeler on 655800 if you need your prescription 
to be collected from the surgery, for example emergency medicines.  
 

Whitchurch prescriptions 
If you need a prescription collected please phone Claire 655552. 
 

Get in Touch 
If you need help, now or later, call one of the Quainton Support Network facilitators – 
details below. We have volunteers who could chat and volunteer counsellors who 
could offer support, please just ask. 
 

Supplies 
Quainton Village Stores and the George and Dragon offer delivery services to those self-
isolating or shielding – see p.13 and p.15 for more information from both establishments. 
 

Get in Touch 
If you need help, now or later, call one of the Quainton Support Network facilitators 
below, explain your needs and they will put you in touch with a volunteer in your street. 
 

Claire Lucas  655552             Louisa Richards   655560 
Brian Fludgate  651354             Nick Heirons  651886 

 

Or email: qsn-help@quainton.org.uk 
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     The All-New Village Show 
For this year and this year only (hopefully!) brought to you by: 

Quainton Gardening Society 
 
In view of the current situation we have had to look closely about what might be possible in 
terms of the Annual Produce Show, and in the end decided that that we should try something 
completely different for this year. 
 

Village Show with a Difference! 
Saturday 5th September 10am – 12 noon 

On The Green 
Open to everyone 

No entry fees 
 

Here are this year’s classes: 
A:  Widest sunflower (children & adult classes) F:  Heaviest pumpkin 
B:  Heaviest marrow   G:  Longest leek 
C:  Longest runner bean    H:  Heaviest tomato 
D:  3 heaviest potatoes (combined weight) I:   Heaviest cabbage 
E:  Longest carrot     J:   Most misshapen vegetable 
      K:  Best flower arrangement in a jam jar 
 

Plus, if you have any photos of your children beside their sunflower, do bring those along too. 
 

• No need to pre-enter, no forms required, no entry fees. 
• Tables will be set up at the top of The Green on the day.  
• Please bring entries between 10am-10.30am.  
• Judging will take place 10.30–11am 
• Rosettes will be given for 1st and 2nd places 
• Prize for the best vase of flowers 

We hope this will be a fun event and that as many of you as possible will be able to enter 
something, even if you don’t think it’s the heaviest/longest – it’s the taking part! 
 

We look forward to seeing you on the day! 
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East. Victory over Japan would come at a heavy price and Victory over Japan Day (VJ Day) 
marks the day Japan surrendered on 15th August 1945, which in effect ended the Second 
World War. If we needed another excuse to get the bunting out to celebrate and remember, 
this is surely it. Below is an account from Quainton resident Steve Herbert, the true horrors of 
this final stage of World War II and why we should be remembering and celebrating its end. 
 

Memorial Service on The Green 2.30pm 
We are holding a VJ Day memorial service on The Green with the Royal British Legion at 
2.30pm on Saturday August 15th. It will be a short service, followed by live music and 
hopefully food! 
 
VJ Day Remembrance: The War in the Far East and Pacific 
Following the Nazi surrender in Europe on 8th May 1945, it took a further three months of 
bloody fighting by the Allies until Emperor Hirohito announced the final surrender of Japan 
on 15 August. New British Prime Minister, Clement Atlee, was able to confirm that “The last 
of our enemies is laid low” and that World War II was finally over.  
 

The War in the Far East and Pacific began with the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour in 
December 1941 and spread rapidly across the Far East as British Territories in Malaya (now 
Malaysia), Singapore, Burma (now Myanmar) and Hong Kong were attacked. This Theatre of 
War would suffer the highest rate of casualties of any sector against a dedicated enemy that 
refused to ratify the Geneva Convention and with the backdrop of high temperatures, 
monsoon, appalling humidity and rampant tropical diseases such as Malaria, Beriberi, Typhus 
and Dysentery. For every soldier evacuated due to battle wounds a further 120 fell ill to 
sickness. As one American historian noted “hands down the Far East and Pacific was the 
war’s most hated theatre in which to fight”.  
  
On a personal level, my own Father, Leslie Herbert, now age 98, was captured in Singapore in 
1942 and sent to work on the Burma ‘Death’ Railway, featured in the film ‘The Bridge on the 
River Kwai’. Thousands of his colleagues died of disease, malnutrition and beatings, and 
many were kept back from returning at the end of war for fear that the public would find their 
condition too horrific and shocking. Due to vast geographical distance, the relative horror and 
lack of obvious glory, our service personnel in the Far East became known as ‘The Forgotten 
Army’. Saturday 15th August is our chance to remember the British, North American, ANZAC, 
Indian, Gurkha, African and other Allies who had to endure such a horrific war experience. 
         Steve Herbert 

Let’s get the bunting out again!  
Saturday 15th August 

Whilst VE Day (Victory in Europe) marked 
the end of the war in Europe in May 1945, 
many thousands of Armed Forces personnel 
were still engaged in bitter fighting in the Far  



 

 
 

10 

 
 
 

 
  

 

Quainton Parish Council 
Chairman: Arthur Evans. Councillors: Nick Heirons, Mrs C Lucas, 
N Butler, J Knox, M Wearn, Ms M Thompson.  
Clerk: Mr B Fludgate, 13 Church Street HP22 4AW. Tel: 651354. 
Email:  parishclerk@quainton.org.uk 
 The Chairman Reports:  

Planning Matters: The only new application since last month is for some maintenance to the 
chimney and pipe work at 4 Church Street. Other applications mentioned last month as awaiting 
decisions remain in that position with the exception of the plans for 40 houses to the rear of 151 
Station Road. Here you may recall the Parish Council’s disappointment, to put it mildly, at the fact 
that no notice of our Neighbourhood Plan, or the Appeal Inspector’s remarks, had been taken into 
account in the production of these proposals by Barwood Homes. This subsequent pessimistic view 
of the developers was hardly enhanced by a resident pointing out a website called Trust Pilot where 
there were some harsh judgements on this company’s previous reputation. It is pleasing therefore to 
report that Bucks planning team has reported that a comprehensive redesign of the layout and 
landscaping plans is now underway and PC views will be taken into account. As a side issue, 
developers have to provide a financial contribution to the Parish to be spent on new leisure and 
sports facilities for the benefit of all the community which, in this case, could be substantial if all 40 
homes are completed. Continuing development of the self-named Construction Academy along 
Berryfields Road is causing some concern. The property, along with others in that area, is in 
Waddesdon Parish and councillors there have been alerted. 
HS2: Yet another report describing this scheme as unachievable within the set budget has been 
presented by a government watchdog which gave it a red rating, declaring “major issues with 
project definition, schedule, budget, quality and benefits delivery”. Despite these continuing 
declarations so much money has been spent, so much disruption and destruction has occurred, so 
many workers are now dependent on it for employment (recall the follies which were built in times 
gone by purely to provide work) that it would take some imagination to foresee it would ever be 
halted. We will have to concentrate on limiting its damage. With an Act of Parliament which gives 
the constructors carte blanche that is proving a Herculean task. Locally, proposals to close our road 
to Edgcott are to go ahead although there will now be concessions for the access of local landowners 
and businesses. It has been conceded that they do not have powers to close the main track to 
Finemere Wood but as the road to the start of the track will be closed that access is essentially 
denied unless you want to walk from Lee Bridge. It is claimed there is alternative access but that 
entails firstly taking a long detour to avoid the closed road. What is the purpose of the road closure? 
Three reasons have been given at varying times. These are - Health and Safety concerns, to allow 12 
to 15 very heavy HS2 delivery vehicles daily access to one of their sites without having to pull over 
for oncoming traffic and so damaging the road edges which they would be responsible for repairing, 
and thirdly because long vehicles would find it difficult to turn if visitors’ cars were parked in the 
layby opposite the gate.  BBOWT dispute this latter claim since their occasional large vehicles have 
had no problem. Do note that when HS2 issue their information leaflets you can request copies in 
larger print, especially their maps which are, as previously notified to them, often indecipherable. 
As this article goes to press it becomes apparent that there are going to be foisted upon us a number 
of road closures for varying lengths of time in the coming months. Chiefly affected will be Station 
Road and Snake Lane. Residents will be leafleted by HS2 and, if and when we are notified, there will 
be more up to date information given via Quainton Alert. 
 

SID (speed indicator device): Our new deterrent aimed at speeders is with us. It will show drivers 
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SID (speed indicator device): Our new deterrent aimed at speeders is with us. It will show drivers their 
speed and also record the speeds of all traffic, thus providing irrefutable data to indicate where speeding is 
a problem. Training in its use and positioning has been delayed by the present circumstances. In 
preparation for its installation – it is movable - we have been looking at likely siting places. The equipment 
must be positioned alongside a straight stretch of road and not cause an obstruction. Keen to avoid 
unnecessary street clutter we also restricted our survey to The Strand, Lower Street and Station Road 
which police have previously advocated as suitable for when we use Speedwatch. Poles, to which the 
portable SID equipment (which can be left unattended for long periods) may be attached, are essential. 
Lamp posts are ideal but many of our streetlights are on telegraph poles which cannot be used. Thus we 
will need to erect some new poles, probably 4 in number. Suggested siting spots are opposite 1 The Strand, 
outside Townsend cottages and, in Station Road, opposite Winwood Cottages and opposite 127. Present 
posts outside Wheelwrights Cottages and the bus stop outside the Hall in Station Road could also be used. 
In Station Road we are aware that the present double sided, warning, flashing sign will need to be moved 
northward once HS2 redirect Station Road across to Snake Lane. 

Blocked drains: Very aware that some of these problems have been reported many times I checked up 
with a long established villager for whom the continuing flooding at the Winwood Drive/Lower Street 
junction has been  a regular hazard. She confirmed that this problem has been regularly reported, over a 
lengthy period, since she first drew attention to it twenty years ago. I suspect that other problem spots in 
our village such as Berryfields crossroads, North End junction, The Willows and Station Road have similar 
history. Am I being parochial in suspecting that had we been in Denham, Marlow, Gerrards Cross, or 
similar neighbourhood, we would have been treated differently?  

Litter: Litter pickers and hi-viz waistcoats have now been distributed to our welcome volunteers. Please 
show them your appreciation by continuing to use public or private bins. Thank you to the vast majority, 
pedestrian or motorist, who would never think of dropping litter. 

Dog Walkers: Please use one of the four dog bins in the village, or your own domestic bin, for your pet’s 
waste and not use the litter bins. It was astonishing to find dog waste in the bins in the playground and 
unfortunately some still using the skate park bin for dog waste. All these bins have to be emptied by hand.  

Leaning Electricity Pole outside Play Area in Upper Street: After much toing and froing, this is likely to 
be re-sited next year, mindful that its support wire must not become a hazard to the play area. 

Public footpaths: As described last month, broken stiles, failing footbridges, some very dangerous, have 
been reported – please go to Buckinghamshire Council website to report any deficiencies online - but some 
difficulties and dangers still exist so be careful. It is good to see the broken bridge on Pyghtles footpath has 
been replaced and, thanks to a kindly resident, the fallen tree removed from the path behind the houses in 
North End. On field paths, particularly the skate park and football fields, cracks caused by dry weather 
have quickly reappeared so do take care. 

Upper Street playground: Re-opening has proved very popular. Some equipment has had to be taken out 
of use in order to meet distancing regulations. In general, users and their carers have respected restrictions 
under which we all presently live.  Please heed the guidance signs and the entry and exit only directions 

The Green: How popular this spot has proved, for locals and visitors, especially cyclists during the hot 
weather. It was amazing to hear one visitor, who was reclining on the grass, suddenly shoot up and 
declaim, “Gosh, there’s a windmill. How wonderful!” You would have anticipated it would be the first 
thing you’d notice but then again, the whole scene is so beautiful and there is so much to admire in both 
nature and man-made constructions. The reaction underlines how lucky are we, Quainton residents, able 
to view the scene every day of the year.  

Next Parish Council Meetings, on Thursday 13th August and Thursday 10th September, will, hopefully, be 
held in the Memorial Hall, starting at 8pm. These meetings are open to public and press but government 
guidance means that numbers may have to be limited so you should pre-register with the Clerk if you wish 
to attend. Details will be on the Parish Council website and the notice board at bottom of The Green.  
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Quainton Village Stores: Grocery Store, Off Licence & Post Office 

Hello to all our lovely customers! 
What a year so far! When we took over less than 8 months ago, we didn’t know what we were 
in for! We always knew it would be time consuming and challenging, but never could we have 
predicted this! During this time, we have done our best to serve your needs. We really 
appreciate your loyalty and hope you will continue to support us. One thing is for sure: we 
have no doubt our community spirit will ensure that we come out of this stronger together! 
 

Whilst we appreciate that we could never stock all the same products as the large 
supermarkets, we are trying to increase our range every week. Plus, you’ll be surprised at how 
competitive we are on price. Plus, we have now installed new and larger chiller and freezer for 
all your essentials. Below is just a small selection of what we stock:  
 

* Fresh bread and cakes 
* Fresh fruit and vegetables 
* Everyday brands and Artisan local grocery produce 
* BBQ coals and firelighters 
* Welfare meat from UK farms 
* Posh – and not so posh – beers, wines and spirits 
* Plus much more! In addition, we offer all the usual post offices services, dry cleaning, 
prescription drop off and pick up. 
 

Also, we will continue to offer a FREE delivery service for the elderly and self-isolating, please 
call us on 01296 655599 and we will take your order. 
 

Follow us on Facebook – Search ‘Quainton Village Store’ – for up to date information on new 
products, services and opening times. 

 

Thank you for your continued support! Emma and Sarah, Quainton Village Store 
6 Church Street, Quainton HP22 4AP  Tel: 01296 655599. email: quaintonshop@gmail.com 

 
 

Saye and Sele Hall 
The Trustees of the Saye & Sele Foundation would like to thank HS2 Groundworks for their 
recent Grant of £7,406 enabling the purchase of new tables and chairs, crockery, planters and 
the concreting of the new outside learning area for the Saye & Sele Hall. We look forward to the 
Pre-school and other local groups making good use of the new equipment once the hall returns 
to normality. 
 

Quainton Monthly Dog Walk: Sunday 2nd August and 6th September 
The monthly Quainton Dog walk is back! First Sunday of the month. Meet at 1pm at the top of 
The Green. If lots of people turn up to walk, we will split two groups. Dogs not obligatory! 
 

Quainton Art Club 
Our Art Club hopes to start again in September providing we have enough members. We 
usually meet on Tuesday afternoons in Quainton Memorial Hall, using the Committee room, 
but due to social distancing we may have to move into the Main Hall and depending on 
bookings, change the day. If you would like to join us and/or need more details please phone 
either Kathy: 655419 or  Shirley: 655392  
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News from Quainton School PTA 
The Quainton CofE School PTA would like to thank everyone for their support again this year. 
It's been a strange one for us as we have obviously lost half our fundraising year, but thanks to 
the events we had already managed to organise and, of course, the 100 Club, we have been able 
to fund a new website for the school, which I think everyone will agree is a vast improvement; 
plus, the usual Christmas Pantomime, the special educational days that were able to take place, 
such as supporting a theatre trip for Yr6 to see War Horse in London. We have also purchased 
new shelving systems for Reception class and, of course, the important Year 6 Leavers, 
Book. We hope we can count on your support again in the new academic year.  
Here are the last two months’ 100 Club winners: 
 

June draw     July draw 
1st - 63 - Anna Arrowsmith   1st – 57 – Bonnie Hancock 
2nd - 100 - Sandy Finnie    2nd – 34 – Tim Wooler 
3rd - 74 - Nicolette Boyce    3rd – 16 – Jack Curtis 
4th - 44 - Dawn Gordon    4th – 27 – Debbie Hoadly 
 

For further information on Quainton School PTA, please email: quainton.pta@gmail.com  
 

George & Dragon: Pub is finally open! 
Finally, the pub is open! We are operating a one-way system and using reusable plastic glasses. 
We are also collecting contact details for NHS track and test, so please fill in upon entering the 
pub. We are not doing table service, we are taking orders at the bar and customers then take 
their drinks to sit on the benches outside.  
 

Special thanks to The Green Committee for letting us have the benches on The Green, which has 
made a huge difference in allowing us to space out the tables. 
 

We can now serve food outside, but the menu is limited and changing daily, so please see in the 
bar or coffee shop for evening menus. We are not taking reservations at the moment.   
 

Pub opening hours are currently: 5pm-9pm on Tuesday-Saturday; 12noon-3pm & 6pm-9pm on 
Sunday. Saturday lunch is 12noon-3pm, but times may be variable, so keep an eye on our 
Facebook page. 
 

In line with government guidance, the Grocers and Coffee Shop are still strictly 1 person or 
family inside at a time; hand sanitizer available, please stick to 2m where possible. Food can 
now be consumed outside, only on our benches or on The Green. We look forward to seeing 
everyone soon! 
 

Coffee Shop Hours: Tues-Sat: 9am-3pm; Sunday 9-2pm. For breakfast/lunch, please pre-order 
by phone if possible. 
 

Grocers: Open 9am-1.30pm Tuesday-Saturday. One person/family at a time inside please. 
 

Takeaway orders taken: 9-11.30am (breakfast), 11.30-1.30pm (lunch), 5-7.30pm (dinner). All 
meal orders to be taken by phone please. Items to be collected if possible, strictly one person in 
the coffee shop at a time.  
 

Thank you for your continued support, Darren, George and all the Team 
Tel: 01296 655436   Email: enquiry@georgeanddragonquainton.co.uk 

 

 

 



 

 
 

16 
  



 

 
 

17 
 

 

Quainton Church: QuaintFest  
The church is really missing the £1000s of funds it would have raised from QuaintFest and 
the past four months’ worth of church service collections. Please consider donating to the 
church this year, even if you give the cost of just one pint of QuaintFest beer! If everyone 
who would’ve come to QuaintFest in July donated £5 it would make such a difference to 
our church. There are several really easy ways to donate. See below or visit : 
www.quaintonchurch.com/donations 
 

JustGiving: https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/quainton-church 
 

QR Code: Scan this code using a QR code reader app on your phone 
 

Bank details: You can pay directly into our church bank account 
Quainton PCC, Natwest Bank, Aylesbury 
Account no.: 07321546. Sort code: 60-01-31 
Please put QuaintFest donation as the reference 
 

Regular giving: If you would like to sign up to give regularly, please email our vicar 
Steve for a form: steve@steveflashman.com 
Thank you everyone! 
 

The Brett Memorial in Church 
 

 
 
 

Osier Beds in Quainton? 
Someone has been in touch requesting information on the old Osier beds that are located in 
Quainton. Personally, I have never heard of them, but if anyone does have information I 
could pass on, please get in touch.  
Thank you, Louisa, Editor.  Email: quaintonnews@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dr Richard Brett was a distinguished man who served 
Quainton and the Christian world through his part in the 
translation of the Old. Testament. His great skill in 
languages made him an invaluable member of the First 
Oxford Company which was charged by James 1 with 
translating texts from the old Testament. Later Handel draw 
on these texts for his masterpiece, the Messaiah. Dr Brett 
lived within family in the Rectory opposite the church for 
42 years up to his death in 1637. The conservation work has 
been funded by Dr Basil Smith whose family has long 
connections with the church. We hope to celebrate the 
contribution of Brett and Handel. 

David Campbell, Church Warden 
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is open again for bookings 

 

Organisations and social clubs are now welcome to use hall. Sports and fitness is also 
permitted. At the moment, live performances are NOT allowed. 

Initially, there is a maximum capacity of 24 for the main hall, and 7 for the conference room. –  
to allow 2m social distancing of users seated at tables.  

• All visitors are asked to use hand sanitiser on entry and exit. 
• Please follow the suggested one way system. 
• Please observe social distancing rules, and keep 2m apart wherever possible. 
• Users are responsible for cleaning contact surfaces before and after the hire.  
• Users are required to remove all their own rubbish.  
• Users should take contact details of all the attendees. 
• Please do not use the kitchen for serving or preparing food. 
• If anyone is taken ill at the hall, move them to the designated isolation room, and 

inform QMH as soon as possible.    

Our risk assessment, safeguarding precautions and Covid–19 special conditions of hire, are on 
the QMH website, www.quaintonmh.co.uk or email: quaintonmemorialhall@gmail.com 
QMH will keep these provisions under review, and they will be updated in line with 
government advice as it is issued. If you would like to make a booking please get in touch. 

Quainton Memorial Hall Calendar: August & September 
Further to the announcement on page 9, at the time of going to print, QMH is waiting to hear 
which groups wish to restart their regular meetings at the hall. Please see the online calendar, 
or contact the group organisers for up to date information. 

 
 
Quainton Golf Society 
 

We are a friendly Society of golfers of varying standards and  
we (normally) meet monthly for events at local courses.  
 

Our August event is due to be on Friday 28th at Northampton  
Golf Club and our September event is due to be on Friday 25th at  
Harleyford Golf Club.  This is obviously dependant on current  
restrictions remaining or being relaxed further.  
 

For more information, and to check for cancellations, please contact Vince Hemsley on 
07427555656 or vince.hemsley63@virginmedia.com. 
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Local HS2 works continue and increase 
Most of the works are still preparatory that is HS2 have contracted 2 companies Fusion and 
Eiffage Kier (EK) to undertake what  is known as 'enabling works' which first prepare the 
areas of land HS2 need to construct  the main railway line which will  then be a separate 
project of later works. The current enabling works have been mostly contentious because of 
vegetation clearance and the creation of compounds in open fields. Quainton will now see an 
escalation of activity in relation to enabling works with more construction taking place. 
Overall, it will not affect you to a great degree in regards to seeing construction traffic or 
noise, but probably the main effect will be an increase in road closures and although HS2 
construction vehicles will not come through the village, other traffic will when road 
diversions are in place. 
     This week you will receive the latest information from HS2 and Fusion entitled 'Notice of 
construction activities in Quainton' which will outline what is to happen during the Summer 
going forward through to Spring 2021. The information is an overview and as much detail as 
Fusion can provide at present, but there are outstanding issues particularly over the timing 
and method of road closures around Quainton that need to be resolved. The parish council is 
working as closely as it can with both Fusion and EK to fully understand the impact of their 
works on the community and what measures may be jointly agreed to mitigate the disruption 
to residents. It is our intention that as and when more details of major works or road closures 
that will significantly affect the Quainton community are known, we communicate these as 
quickly as possible to you via all means available. 
 

A precis of forthcoming works:  
• Fusion will shortly be carrying out some ground survey works along the southern end of 

Station Rd towards the A41. They need to extract core samples of the existing road layers for 
testing, using a small drilling rig. They will also be excavating trial holes to identify the exact 
location and depth of utility services. Works will be carried out in phases:  
Phase 1: Along Station Rd from the junction of Snakes Lane to the A41. Installation of survey 
work equipment along the road will be carried out on 27th July with temporary traffic lights in 
place to control traffic flows between 9.30am and 3.30pm.   
Phase 2: Along Station Rd from the junction of Snakes Lane to the A41. Survey works along 
the road carried out on 29th July–3rd August with a road closure between 9.30am and 3.30pm.   
Phase 3: 4 days of night works from 6pm–12am, 28th July–6th August. The road will remain 
open, with 3-way traffic lights on the junction of Station Road and 2 sets of lights on the A41. 
 

• Compound erection near to the Quainton Road crossroads and construction of an Access 
Road through the Doddershall estate from the junction of Station Road and Snakes Lane to be 
built this Summer and completed Spring 2021. During which, public highway crossings to be 
built will mean temporary traffic lights or road closures and diversions. While the closures 
may be for up to 24 days, the final dates and times will be advised. 

• Construction of a bridge over the River Ray but no road closures are envisaged. 
• Major Improvement works to the southern end of Station Road to A41 junction 

(including passing bays) to start in the Summer after Phase 1 to 3 survey works. Details of 
expected road closures during this work will be advised.  

Quainton Parish Council 
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Do You Have Any Spare Wood? 
The Tech Team are making bird boxes, bug hotels, boot removers and gardener's trays to 
provide additional monies to pay for the running costs of the Mill. We need plywood and 
floorboards in fairly good condition to recycle into useful and saleable items. Should you 
be able to help and provide some suitable timber we will happily collect it. Contact Mike 
Roberts at mikerobertsverulam@msn.com or call at the mill on Sunday morning. 
 

            
 
These items will be available in the near future. They are well-made quality products 
from 90 % recycled materials. Each will have logos of the windmill burnt onto them. They 
will raise much needed funding and will keep the itinerate Tech Team busy and keep 
them off the streets of Quainton. 
 
Please Renew Your Membership 
Covid has restricted membership renewals and resulted in a total loss of visitor income. This 
income helps to pay the annual insurance and repair & maintenance costs of the mill. 
 

Fees are Individual £10, Household £20 or Individual Life £100 and all details are on our 
website. You can pay online to Quainton Windmill Society, Sort Code: 60 01 31 and 
Account: 51641208. Use your surname and forename as the payment reference and email 
us at membership@quaintonwindmill.org to help us track your payment. 
 

You can pay by cash or cheque by calling at the mill on a Sunday morning or send to 
Honorary Treasurer, 137 Station Road, Quainton, HP22 4BX.  
 
 

Quainton Windmill Open Every Sunday 
10am to 12.30pm 

(all visitors must wear gloves) 
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Quainton Village Society: “Caring about the village” 
Reg’d Charity No. 802608 

 

 

Local Species: Harvest Mouse  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Unlike the dormouse they do not hibernate but store food in underground nests where they 
live through winter. Their spherical summer nests, 5 to 10cms in diameter (about the size of a 
tennis ball) occur at ‘knee height’, often in field boundaries and reed beds. The young, usually 
four to eight in number, are born between May and October and the mother will often have 
three litters per year, building new nests for each. From September to January, when 
vegetation dies back, their incredible nests may be discovered while walking on our many 
local footpaths. The best chance of actually seeing harvest mice is at the Green Dragon Eco 
Farm. So, the human race seems determined to self-destruct, with pandemics, wars, violent 
protests and mostly lunatics running the world asylums. The harvest mouse, through no fault 
of its own, is fast becoming an endangered species. Let’s hope they, and we, survive! 

 
By David Gladwin, on behalf of Quainton Village Society 
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In these troubled times, spare a 
thought for the harvest mouse. 
A tiny mammal, only 5 to 8cms 
long and weighing less than a 
two pence coin (6g), it mainly 
eats seeds, fruit, roots, bulbs 
and fungi. They are harmless, 
fascinating animals, and yet in 
serious decline, mainly because 
in the wild almost everything 
eats Harvest Mice and because 
their habitat is shrinking. 
(HS2’s wanton destruction of 
the countryside won’t help 
either.) By their breeding 
season, starting each Spring, 
99% of the previous year’s mice 
will have perished.  
 

Harvest mice range in colour 
from yellowy brown to russet 
orange and are unique – in this 
country – in having a tail 
which is truly prehensile 
(capable of gripping). 
 
 ball) occur at &#39;knee 
height&#39;, often in 
field boundaries and reed beds. 
The young, usually four to 
eight in number, are born 
between May and 
October and the mother will 
often have three litters per 
year, building new 
nests for each. From September 
to January, when vegetation 
dies back, their 
incredible nests may be 
discovered while walking on 
our many local footpaths. 
The best chance of actually 
seeing harvest mice is at the 
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Bucks Council Community Safety Team Newsletter 
The Community Safety Team produce monthly newsletters to keep residents, partners and 
businesses informed about what the Buckinghamshire Community Safety Partnership has 
recently been involved in.   
Our first edition is now available to view: https://spark.adobe.com/page/rvfTTx3Zo6Mm9/ 
 

Re-opened: Phoenix Kitchen at Claydon Estate  
Open Friday to Wednesday 10am-5pm 
We’re excited to be offering our customers a different experience this summer, with a 
delicious selection of takeaway options to enjoy at picnic tables in our historic Claydon 
Courtyard or take home.  
 
While our main service is takeaway, should the weather be wet and cold, we do have limited 
indoor seating available. As part of the government’s Covid-19 secure guidelines, and the 
NHS test and trace, if you do sit inside we will ask for your contact details to be added to our 
guest register (details will be kept for 21 days). 
 
Phoenix Kitchen Summer Menu 
A delicious selection of local, fresh and seasonal food for you to purchase and enjoy here or 
take home. From coffee and breakfast baps, to tasty lunches and tea and homemade cakes! 
 
Sharing Boxes for Two Menu 
A perfect choice for two people to share here, or take home. Choose from The Ploughman, The 
Vegetarian Ploughman or the Seafood Platter, plus a bottle of homegrown Claydon Apple 
Juice. Available for pre-order before 12 noon for next day collection. 
 
Afternoon Tea Menu 
If you’re looking for something special, then why not order afternoon tea with a lovely 
selection of freshly made savoury and sweet treats, plus hot drink of your choice. Available 
for pre-order before 12 noon for next day collection. 
 
Sunday Carvery Menu 
Our popular Sunday carveries are back! You can now enjoy them every Sunday, either 
served hot for you to eat here or takeaway. Choice of beef, gammon or vegetarian with all the 
trimmings. Pre-order before 5pm on Friday for Sunday collection. 
 
To pre-order, contact the Phoenix Kitchen at: preorder@claydonestate.co.uk or call 01296 
340058. 
 
PLUS we would like to give our valued NHS workers a free takeaway regular hot 
drink when visiting the Phoenix Kitchen during July and August 2020. Please show your 
NHS ID badge to our staff when ordering. 
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   New: Fleet Fitness 
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Did you know that, just minutes down the road in Fleet Marston, there is a new fitness facility? 
Fleet Fitness is equipped with the latest Concept 2 Ergs, Olympic Barbells and Bumpers, Free 
Weights and a Custom Rig - it’s the perfect space for a workout! In addition to this space, they 
also have a large exercise studio where their Condition and Yoga classes take place. Fleet Fitness 
is a class-based facility; memberships include sessions programmed and led by qualified (and 
friendly!) coaches. If monthly memberships aren't your thing, there are pay-as-you-go and class 
pass options too.  
 

Founded by Harriet Olliffe, from Waddesdon, Fleet Fitness opened in January, only to have its 
doors closed in March by Covid-19. However, they worked hard behind the scenes to bring an 
even better offer to the local community when they re-opened in July. They have multiple 
classes a day on the timetable, 6 days per week and have launched open gym slots available to 
book for your own training sessions.  They have designed their layout to allow for a minimum 
of 150sq ft per person with zero sharing of equipment and extremely high hygiene standards.   
  

In addition, they will continue to deliver quality strength and conditioning classes programmed 
and led by their coaches, flexible membership options and online sessions should the landscape 
with Covid-19 change. They have free, private and unlimited parking and are based in a rural 
location away from towns.   
  

Interested in training but prefer one-to-one sessions?  Contact Fleet Fitness for information on 
Personal Training with one of their coaches.  
  

“We aren’t just a gym. We are a community committed to working hard and supporting one 
another to achieve results and have fun. Come and join us!” Harriet Olliffe, Founder of Fleet 
Fitness Ltd. 

E: hello@fleetfitness.co.uk   W: www.fleetfitness.co.uk 
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 Bucks Car Park Charges to Recommence on 1st August 

Buckinghamshire Council provided free parking during the COVID crisis. Now restrictions are 
being lifted, parking charges are being reintroduced. From Saturday 1st August, everyone 
parking in a council car park or in a parking bay on the road, will be required to pay the required 
charge. The exceptions are blue badge holders, who may continue to park in designated bays. As 
high streets have reopened and residents are returning to use shops, restaurants, etc., the 
resumption of charging is necessary to help manage traffic flows and improve pedestrian safety. 
    A range of health and safety measures in our car parks has been put in place to help reduce the 
spread of coronavirus, including marking out social distancing areas around ticket machines, 
and advisory signage. There will be an enhanced cleaning regime for ticket machines, lift buttons 
and other surfaces in high footfall areas. Buckinghamshire Council has introduced the option for 
ticketless pay and display in more car parks across the county via RingGo; and payment of 
parking fees using this contactless option is recommended. 
 

Bucks Council Community Safety Team’s domestic abuse campaign  
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Ramblings afar from Finemere Wood 
Charlotte Karmali - Volunteer Warden 
 
Finemere Wood is eerily quiet as a skeleton team of three meet to tackle the time-critical 
work of the season.  The regular volunteer work parties are unlikely to recommence before 
the latter part of September. Many staff members have been furloughed and much work is 
needed to develop Covid-safe working practices before valuable volunteers can return. 
     Over the winter, a vast area of trees and scrub was cleared by the tireless woodland 
workers. This area needs to be fenced in, to protect the sumptuous new growth from the 
nibblings of deer. There are two challenges here. Firstly, it would take days, if not weeks, to 
achieve this with only three people. Secondly, banging in the posts requires two people to 
get far closer together than two metres. And so Pete (BBOWT’s North Buckinghamshire 
Reserves Officer), our sage, has an ingenious plan. We shall fence in just a section, using 
ropes tied between trees from which to hang the netting, no fence posts required. It’s a nifty 
job and the result is pleasing. As time goes by, the fenced area can be compared to the 
unfenced area, this will give an indication as to the extent of deer pressure. 
     A buzzard (Buteo buteo), perches upon a conifer branch nearby, observing us as we take a 
break. Large and brown with a wingspan of over a metre, it’s beak is hooked and it’s talons 
are razor-sharp.  Today these magnificent birds can be spotted widely throughout the 
United Kingdom, their numbers have quadrupled since the 1970’s, after decades of 
persecution by gamekeepers and the adverse effects of organochlorine pesticides. A varied 
diet, including carrion, invertebrates, rodents, and birds allows the buzzard to live in a 
range of habitats. Pairing for life, they build their large nest in woodland and decorate it 
with fresh, green vegetation. I often see a pair of buzzards soaring effortlessly over Finemere 
Wood. To see one so close was a highlight of the day. 
     The volunteers may not be able to work just now, but we meet in small groups to drink 
tea, laugh at lockdown hairstyles, and soak up the atmosphere in our special place. One day 
soon those loppers and saws will be out again. 
      The Quainton to Edgcott road is closed temporarily due to HS2 works. Please visit the 
following link for information regarding access to Finemere Wood: 
https://www.bbowt.org.uk/nature-reserves/finemere-wood 
Contact Charlotte at charlottekarmali@outlook.com for further information. 
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Weather Figures for Quainton 
Averages and Extremes for June 2020 

 

Temperature   Rainfall   
Maximum 32ºC  25th Total for month 80.5mm  
Minimum 4.0ºC  7th Wettest day 19.5mm 6th 
Average 
Minimum 

10.3ºC  Rain days 19  

Average 
Maximum 

22ºC  Dry days  11  

Highest 
Minimum 

16ºC 25th    

Lowest 
Maximum 

16ºC 10th    

Wind   Pressure   
Highest gust 29mph   5th Highest 1024hPa 22nd 
   Lowest 934hPa  26th 

 

Figures supplied by Mike Beales. For the latest weather at Quainton go to: www.quainton-
observatory.net/weather/quainton-weather/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

QUAINTON FOOTBALL CLUB DRAW 
Cash prizes each month: over £3500 paid out over 12 months 

 

The June Draw  
 

 £100 110 Sandy Finnie  £20 44 C Roberts 
 £50 140  A Pelling  £18 47  P Bailey 
 £25 172 S Barker Boyd  £12  75 G Gray 
 £25 123 C Harris   £10 176 Mrs J Bignal 
 £25 12 M Burke 

George & Dragon Meal Voucher:   116 P Hall  
 
 

Next Draw on Friday 31st July 
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Summer Jobs 
Hi, my name is Rosalind Herbert, aged 15, and I live in the 
village. I am available to help with pet sitting, watering, 
administration and general chores. Coronavirus Safeguards 
are provided by myself.  
Call 01296 651510 or Email rbgherbert@outlook.com 

FOR SALE: Bicycle in good condition and brand new wellington boots size 
7 available in exchange for donation to church funds. Ring Geoffrey on 
01296 670700 or 07902279637 
 
 

Free to collector 
COSI Chair electric recline chair 
Very good condition 
Phone 658602 

Farm Machinery: comment from a Quainton resident 
Farm machinery coming through a village is country life. The farm workers 
have to practically be a computer-whizz to operate them. At certain seasons 
in the year, they work long hours having to keep going while the weather 
holds. At times working late at night in the dark, the only light coming 
from the headlights of the machine they are on. Then, while most of us are 
tucked up in our beds, they are going home for the first hot meal of the day 
and a few hours’ sleep before having to be up at dawn to start all over 
again to put food on our tables. 
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Editor: Louisa Richards, Baker’s Cottage, 32 Church Street, Quainton HP22 4AP. 
Tel: 01296 655560. Email: quaintonnews@gmail.com Web: www.quaintonnews.com 
 

Advertising: All queries to Cicely Davey on:  cicelydavey@gmail.com. 
 

Distribution: Dick Carter, 14 Church Street, Quainton HP22 4AP. Tel: 01296 655432. 
Email: richard.carter11@btinternet.com.  
 

Quainton News by Post: We can send Quainton News by post for £15/year.  
Please send orders with payment to: Mrs Tooms, 7 Torbay, Quainton HP22 4AX.  
Tel: 01296 655306. Cheques payable to: Quainton PCC (QN). 
 

Quainton News Online: Google ‘Quainton News’ to find our website with full 
colour versions of current and past issues. We are also on Facebook!  
 

 

*** Quainton News copy deadline: 16th of the month *** 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

New Quainton Website: Quainton Parish Online: www.quainton.org.uk  
 

Quainton Village Life Facebook Page: This is a very active Facebook page for 
Quainton residents. Questions solved, advice, recommendations, plus lots more! 

 

Quainton Oil Group: Residents wishing to receive regular deliveries of heating oil on 
group negotiated terms from Lovell Fuels should phone 01844 202777 and ask to join the 
Quainton Oil Group. 
 
 

Quainton Dog Warden: Lost your dog or found someone else’s? Call Jan, our local 
contact point, on 655800 or 07941 946870 for help reuniting lost dogs with their owners. 
 

Memorial Hall Bookings: Online bookings go to: booking.quaintonmh.co.uk, email: 
quaintonmemorialhall@gmail.com, or call Deb Barker Boyd on 01296 655379. To report 
noise/nuisance only at weekends call 07704 851945. 
 

Saye & Sele Hall Bookings: Call John Knox on 655275.  

 

Winwood Almshouses Trust: For enquiries contact: emma.toth@outlook.com 
 

Refuse & Recycling Collections for August/September: 
 
 
 

AUGUST              SEPTEMBER  
Mon 3rd August         TUES 1st Sept Blue-lidded recycling wheelie bin and food bin 
Mon 10th August       Mon 7th Sept Green refuse wheelie bin and food bin 

** Brown Garden Waste Bin** 
Mon 17th August       Mon 14th Sept Blue-lidded recycling wheelie bin and food bin 
Mon 24th August       Mon 21st Sept Green refuse wheelie bin and food bin 

** Brown Garden Waste Bin** 
                                     Mon 28th Sept Blue-lidded recycling wheelie bin and food bin 
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Funeral:   Tuesday 26th May:  Mr Vivian Kenneth Davies 

Burial of Ashes:  Thursday 25th June:  Mr Roger Gordon 

Wedding:  Saturday 4th July:   Fabienne Young & Harrison Pinder 

Burial of Ashes:  Thursday 9th July:  Miss Virginia Manning 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 PARISH REGISTER ENTRIES 
 

 CHURCH ROTA 

We hope to recommence Church rotas later in the year, when it becomes clearer what we 
may and may not do in the church.      
 
In the meantime, Readers/Sidesmen, cleaning ladies and gentlemen and flower arrangers 
will be contacted at the time we are allowed to be active in the church again. 
 

Caroline Campbell 
 
  
  

 SERVICES THIS MONTH AT HOLY CROSS & ST MARY’S 
CHURCH  

August Services 

Sunday 9th  9.30am: Morning Prayer 

Sunday 23rd  9.30am: Morning Prayer 

 

September Services 

Sunday 6th  6.30pm: Evening Prayer 

Sunday 13th  9.30am: Family Service 

6.30pm: Evening Prayer 

Sunday 20th  6.30pm: Evening Prayer 

Sunday 27th    9.30am: Family Service 

            6.30pm: Evening Prayer 
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 HOLY CROSS & ST. MARY’S CHURCH – OUR FAVOURITE PHOTOS 

Quainton’s two iconic buildings! 
Thank you to Sue Wright for 
sending in this photo taken of 
the church and the windmill 
together.  
 
If you have taken a photo of our 
Church or its surroundings 
which you would like to see in 
print, please email it to me at: 
quaintonnews@gmail.com  
Thank you, Louisa, Editor 
 
 
 

Quainton News: Our Parish Magazine & Village Newsletter 
Editor: Mrs Louisa Richards 

Assistant Editor: Melanie Curtis. Web Editor: Beth Vining. Advertising: Cicely Davey. 
Contributions to the Editor: Baker's Cottage, 32 Church Street, Quainton HP22 4AP 

Tel: 01296 655560.  Email: quaintonnews@gmail.com. Website: www.quaintonnews.com 
Please note the copy deadline is the 16th of each month 

 
 
 
 

 VILLAGE CALENDAR – AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2020 
Every Sunday: Windmill open 10am-12.30pm, p.21 
2nd August: Monthly dog walk re-starts, meet on The Green at 1pm, p.13 
13th August: PC Meeting, see p.11 for details 
155h August: VJ Day: Memorial Service on The Green at 2.30pm, p.9 
 

5th September: All-New Village Show, The Green, 10am, see p.7 
6th September: Monthly dog walk, 1pm The Green, p.13 
10th September: PC Meeting, see p.11 for details 
 


