
    

The Beacon that didn’t burn! 
Sadly, we didn’t get to enjoy the beacon burning and fireworks that were 

planned for Bonfire Night. The beacon is due to come down as soon as 
lockdown rules allow the team to go up and ‘collect’ it, so we thought we’d 

share this stunning photo of it, in all the glory of a beautiful November sunrise, 
for those of you who haven’t been able to get out and see it for yourselves. 

Thankfully the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee is only a year a half away – see p.13! 
Let’s hope things are back to normal by then. Photo by Richard Vining 
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       Welcome from Holy Cross & St Mary’s Church 
 

 
 It’s interesting how certain toys have gained popularity, usually because of the hype surrounding 
them. Like the Cabbage Patch Kid launched in 1983 and selling over 100 million. Parents were 
seen fighting over the dolls which sold out quickly. A little bit like the mayhem on Black Friday 
as people flock to the shops to get their bargains. I don’t think there will be much flocking this 
year! 

In Canada in 1996, an unsuspecting Walmart clerk almost met his doom when three hundred 
customers stampeded at the sight of the Elmo he held. Apparently, the clerk suffered a broken 
rib, a concussion, and a final knockout blow from a white Adidas shoe! 

Clearly, the raw energy fuelling the search for the perfect Christmas toy is something to behold. 
The “it” toys of Christmas will continue to come and go—an Xbox 360 (2005), Zhu Zhu Pet (2009), 
Frozen dolls (2014), Hatchimals (2016), leaving both joy and havoc in their wake. Seems like we 
lose our perspective and forget the simplicity of the Christmas story. 

I heard a lovely story about a couple who befriended their elderly neighbour when they moved 
into their new home three years ago. When their daughter, Cadi was born, neighbour Ken 
Watson became a grandfather figure. Then sadly, in October Ken died. 

A few days later his daughter stopped by the Williams home with a large bag. She was dropping 
off 14 presents carefully wrapped by her father and to be given to baby Cadi, one each Christmas 
for the following 14 years. He wanted Cadi to have a gift from him each year as a way of saying 
thank you to the family for their kindness. The family wrote about it on their Twitter feed and got 
67,000 hits from people who were touched by the generosity and thoughtfulness of the old man. 

The greatest gift ever given was the gift of God in Jesus Christ who came into a fractured and 
broken world to show people a better way. Indeed, to provide an eternal solution to an age-old 
problem – our disconnect with a loving God. 

I pray that this Christmas time, we may receive God’s amazing gift and find a new connection 
with God who loves us so much. 

Have a wonderful Christmas! 

Blessings all, 

Rev Steve  Reverend Steve Flashman, Vicar 

Holy Cross & St Mary, Quainton; and All Saints, Oving with Pitchcott, 
The Rectory, 27, Church Street, Quainton HP22  4AW 

Web: www.steveflashman.com Mobile: 07950 000910 Home: 01296 655237 
 

Dear friends, 
During this time of Advent and leading up to the big day on 25th, life can 
become quite frantic as we struggle to find time to make our 
preparations. When I was growing up in London, the big thing for me 
was looking forward to Christmas morning when, each year I would be 
presented with a toy, hand-made by my father who was a carpenter. One 
year a triple decker garage complete with ramps and petrol pumps, 
another year a large castle with a drawbridge and dungeon. Special 
times. 



 

 
 

3 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

   

 Welcome to the December 2020 issue 

 News From Our Church:  
 

 

Wall Calendar 2021  
Big thanks to all who sent their wonderful photos to be considered for the Quainton 
Calendar 2021. It was a tough job choosing! Some of the photos, although excellent images, 
were not large enough in file size to be used. In the end we chose contributions from Jan, 
Richard, Edward, Steve, Tim and Andy – with big thanks to Cruz, Heather, Mark, 
Michelle, Wendy and Sadie. 
 
Order Yours Now! 
All profits from the sale of these calendars will be donated to our church, Holy Cross and 
St Mary, Quainton. It’s been a tough year for all of us, so we appreciate your generosity in 
contributing to this venture. We are selling the calendar for £14.99 which means that at 
least half that amount will be donated to the church. Email: steve@steveflashman.com 
 

 

 
 
 

Hello Everyone, 
Well, that wasn’t the November we had planned, was it?! 
 
Have we ever cancelled Bonfire Night? Or the 
Remembrance Service in Church? What unprecedented 
times we are currently experiencing. I’m not sure 
December will be much better, but hope and light are on 
the horizon, so there’s hope for 2021 after all. 
 
In the meantime, I really hope everyone manages to 
enjoy Christmas and that you all stay safe and healthy.  
 
Enjoy the read... 
 
 

 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Louisa Richards, Editor 
 
 

 
 

Louisa Richards, Editor 
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  *** CHRISTMAS IN QUAINTON *** 

 

Quainton Advent Trail 
 

Quainton resident Jane Lydall has organised for this lovely idea to take place in Quainton this 
December; a fun activity to get the children (and adults!) out and about around the village! 
 

From 1st December, 24 houses in the village will display the numbers 1 - 24 in their windows, 
visible from pavements or verges. Residents can purchase the activity sheet from the village 
shops for a £1 donation to the food bank. The sheet will allow you to fill out the addresses of 
each number found. Find all 24 and get a small chocolate reward, plus hopefully a bit of 
satisfaction in completing the first Quainton Advent Trail! Completed sheets can be brought to 
13 Station Road on Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays throughout December, plus the 24th, 
between 3pm and 4pm for a Covid-safe handover of rewards! 
 

I am hoping this will give something of interest for a walk round our lovely village this 
December. Lots of other houses and gardens will be decorated too (everyone is encouraged to 
join in!) so we will have our own winter wonderland. Some brightness in this difficult time. 
 
Christmas Tree on The Green 
Thankfully we are able to have a Christmas tree on The Green again this year. Sadly, we won’t 
be able to have carols around it this year, but please do take the time to go and admire it 
anyway. Hopefully, by the time you see it, it will be adorned with decorations made by the 
younger children of Quainton School. 
 

Big thanks as always to Graham Wray, The Quainton Painter, who pays for the tree each year. 
And of course, thanks to the boys on The Bonfire and Fireworks Committee, who arrange for 
the tree to be erected, and lit, each year. 
 

A message from the Bonfire & Fireworks Committee: 
The Christmas Tree is planned to be felled, transported, installed and decorated on 5th 
December, subject to the end of lockdown. For those with cars parked on The Green, we might 
ask one or two to be moved to allow the telehandler to manoeuvre. Then it's further 
decorations, the switch on and a countdown to the big day! The tree will then be taken down 
on the 2nd/3rd January.     Ian, Richard, Warren, Steve and Ian 
 
 

Father Christmas’ Tour of Quainton on Christmas Eve 
 

Father Christmas is adamant he’s going to make his usual tour of the village in his float on 
Christmas Eve. Obviously, the children won’t be able to get on the float and sit with Father 
Christmas this year, so he may just have to pass by slowly waving at everyone and I’m sure 
the children will enjoy seeing him and waving back! The plan is to go around the village, the 
same route as usual, making as much noise as possible and seeing as many children (and 
adults!) as he can, to bring some Christmas cheer to everyone. 
He will start at the railway centre at 4pm as usual, but bear in mind, as he is not stopping, he 
may be at your house earlier than normal! 
We won’t be collecting donations for the Senior Citizen’s ‘Christmas’ Party on the night, but 
will put collection pots in the pub instead. 
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     Covid-19 Update:  
 

As we go to print, we still have a week of lockdown to go. Who knows where we’ll be this 
time next week! But rest assured, Quainton Support Network (QSN) is here to help anyone 
self-isolating, shielding or in quarantine. We have many members, someone on each street in 
the village, so if you need help the chances are we can find someone close by to offer you the 
support you need. If you need help in any way please do ask; prescriptions, advice, help with 
shopping, a chat and much more.  Call Claire 655552 or Louisa 655560 who will find the right 
person to help from the QSN list of volunteers, Buckinghamshire Council, advice services etc  
Alternatively email us on: qsn-help@quainton.org.uk 
 
 
 
George & Dragon Update: 
 

As we sit and contemplate what to write about what's coming up in December, the truth is we 
are as much in the dark as you all are, so unfortunately, we can't give you Christmas opening 
hours or anything else! What we would like to do is once again thank everyone for your 
support, not just over the last month but throughout the year!  
 
We would like to take this opportunity to say we hope that everyone has a very happy, all be 
it different, Christmas and that we can all raise a glass to a new start in the new year, whether 
this be from the comfort of home or fingers crossed in the pub!!!  
 
We will remain operating under the guidelines set by the government!  
 
Coffee Shop opening hours: Tues-Sat 8am-5pm; Sunday 9am-3pm. Closing times remain 
discretionary.  
 
Grocers: We are now doing late night shopping on a Thursday 5pm-7.30pm and will increase 
our Saturday hours from 12-1.30pm.  
 
Evening food remains the same 5pm-7.30pm, pre orders must be received by 5.30pm.  
Pre-order forms for Christmas fruit, veg, meat and provisions are now available to collect or 
we can email them to you.  
 
We look forward to seeing you all soon; in the meantime, stay safe and keep your eyes peeled 
for updates on the blackboards, Facebook and Instagram.  
 

Darren, George and all the team 
 

George and Dragon, Quainton HP22 4AR Tel: 01296655436 E: 
enquiry@georgeanddragonquainton.co.uk 
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Season’s Greetings from Emma & Sarah!  
A very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all our lovely customers We are truly grateful 
to you all for supporting us through our first full year. Thanks to your support we can continue 
to invest in the store with everyday essentials, new product lines, local suppliers and speciality 
products as well as our usual services. Our only ask is you continue to shop local when you can. 
In addition to you all, we could not have got through this year without our amazing staff: Sue, 
Theo, Jo and Matthew – thank you guys! We also wish to pass on thanks to all our local 
suppliers #inthistogether 
 

Don’t forget we have launched a range of amazing Christmas products including: 
• Christmas cards, including Quainton Village Cards 
• Christmas Gifts selection; Christmas decorations, advent calendars and 2021 Calendars 
• Seasonal foods: Patés, Meats, Cheese Boards, Biscuits, Pickles, Jam etc  
• Seasonal fruit and vegetables 
• This year you can also order your Christmas Lunch Meat from us 
• Plus, collect your Quainton Advent Trail sheet here 
 

Have a great Christmas and wish you all the best in 2021! Love Emma and Sarah xxx 
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Quainton Parish Council 
Chairman: Arthur Evans. Councillors: Nick Heirons, Mrs C 
Lucas, N Butler, J Knox, M Wearn, Ms M Thompson.  
Clerk: Tony Pacetti. Tel: 651354. E: parishclerk@quainton.org.uk 
 

The Chairman Reports: 
Road Closures: It is impossible to give you accurate details of which roads are to be closed and for how 
long but on the PC website, which we are able to update frequently, you should find reasonably accurate 
details although even those are subject to last minute changes without much or, in some cases, any, 
notification. Without any doubt, most obstructions are caused by HS2 but since there are so many 
companies working under that banner and a lack of inter-company consultation with each other, we are 
so often not informed, misinformed, or notified at the last minute, so that frustration reigns majestically. 
Presently, we are now told that the procession of low loaders has ended. We have even stopped ranting 
at Bucks Council about their inadequate policing of these activities since we realise that they have no 
control of these runaway renegades either. “We have an Act of Parliament behind us which gives us 
unlimited powers,” is the screen they hide behind as they run riot (silly expression that as many times 
you see expensive machinery and/or the workforce standing idle) paid for with OUR money. Little 
surprise that recently the Marsh Gibbonites apparently found themselves confined in their own village 
with all exits and entrances blocked. When will it happen here? On a brighter note…………………… 

Public Spirit: Thanks to the active group of volunteers, kind neighbours and the wonderful services 
provided by our retail outlets, there should be no Quainton resident left without access to shopping, 
transport to medical appointments or any other need that may arise. Despite the worries and 
inconveniences that all will have felt, spirits appear to have remained high. There has been a noticeable 
increase in villagers taking exercise and in visitors appreciating the space and scenery which we are lucky 
enough to enjoy at all times. It has been heartening to see so much social interaction and friendly 
communication, with a quick saunter often turning in to a prolonged series of conversations which lift 
the spirits. I appreciate this is not an activity which the housebound can enjoy, so let us be aware of those 
for whom a chatty few minutes would mean so much. If you fall into that category, do take advantage of 
our support network. 

Traffic calming: We have received an updated version of a Buckinghamshire Council booklet on this 
subject, giving details of the measures which could be considered to enhance road safety. There are no 
hard copies of the booklet so it is intended to place a copy on the Parish Council website where you may 
read for yourselves the possibilities to consider. One of the requirements is proof that there is a speeding 
problem, so we need statistics showing that the present speed limit is frequently ignored or, sad to say, of 
actual damage to person or property. Our new and, as yet, unused Speed Indicator Device should be of 
help here so we are taking steps to hasten its installation which has been held up by present restrictions. 
We would have liked to see the police employing their Speed Recording Van in Lower Street but the 
number of parked cars would apparently reduce the accuracy of their readings which is why their vans 
are only employed on stretches of highway largely clear of parked vehicles. Two visits by the van to 
Station Road in October recorded 2 offences during 2.5 hours of observation and in September two visits 
detected 4 offences in 3 hours of observation.  

Planning Matters: There is no opposition to proposals for extensions to Shepherds Close Barn at Shipton 
Lee but an application to erect a new barn at Ladymead Farm is questioned since all previous 
outbuildings have been turned over to industrial or residential use, plus concerns over the supposedly 
temporary, recent additional access from Blackgrove Road being still in existence and the failure so far to 
discharge the landscaping due after a previous development. Following online exchange between 
residents and the PC with Barwood Homes, the developers of land behind 151 Station Road where up 

 

 to 40 properties were granted permission by an Inspector, surprisingly there has been no response. 
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to 40 properties were granted permission by an Inspector, surprisingly there has been no response. 
However, the North Bucks Area Planning Committee has, by 5 votes to 3 with 4 abstentions, supported 
the officers’ recommendation for the plans to go ahead, subject to some conditions. Approval of 
maintenance and repair work at 36 Church Street is sought. Laxton Properties are charged with securing 
improvements to the Northend–Townsend junction prior to the approved development at the Nursery. 
This work will necessitate some new electric connections to properties in that area. 
The Skatepark is scheduled for repair work and one of the field ditches is to be dug out to solve a 
flooding issue. 
Excess Surface Water: At last we have seen some remedial clearance undertaken at The Strand, with more 
to follow, and the bottom of Winwood Drive. This seems to have occurred because the machinery was 
necessarily employed in an emergency in Torbay where properties were being flooded. We still await 
action at The Willows, Station Road, North End/Townsend junction and Berryfields crossroads, all of 
which have again suffered floods in recent downpours. 
Broadband: Contact has been made with Open Reach concerning the abysmal reception in Station Road. 
All householders in that area will be leafleted to ascertain their experiences and views. The more who 
want a better connection the more we are likely to achieve improvement. 
Neighbourhood Plan: A small group has continued updating this important document which should 
ensure, as far as any community can, that any future development in the village should be in places which 
residents approve and not the result of a landowner or politicians’ whim.  All residents will shortly be 
given an opportunity to study and comment on the plan before official adoption. As part of this plan, a 
survey of our trees, hedges and wildlife areas has been undertaken and comparisons made with the past, 
revealing both losses and gains. 
Station Road crossroads: In a recent meeting with our MP, we were standing at this junction when a 
driver coming along Snake Lane all but came straight over without stopping which underlined our point 
about the confusing signs and absence of white lines. Had you noticed that the white lines have only been 
reinstated at the Waddesdon side of that junction and not the Snake Lane side? When this was drawn to 
TfB’s attention they could not believe it either. Do take care there. 
While on the subject, Snake Lane is of course a local name. HS2 often refer to it as Fiddlers’ Field and I 
have seen it defined on a map as Broughton Lane. A born and bred villager recently expressed disquiet 
that the road going south after the Station crossroads to the A41 is referred to as lower Station Road when 
its correct name should be Seech Road since that is where the original Seech Field was.  Station Road itself 
had another name, something to do with pigs being kept where the allotments are now. I must ask my 
original informant. On a similar theme I am sure the WI, within the last 50 years, produced a book giving 
the names of fields in Bucks villages. Quainton was included. Does anyone have a copy? 
Berryfields Road: This back road to Aylesbury, once a gated road, has, at our end, a 7.5-ton weight limit 
sign but since the equivalent sign was never replaced by the Berryfield developers at their end the limit is 
unenforceable. For years we have pressed for this replacement and now learn that, because the actual spot 
where the sign stood no longer exists, a new Traffic Regulation Order is required. Apparently, the Order 
will be in place on 19/2/21, and then we will await the sign, hoping that the culvert under the little narrow, 
stone bridge on that road does not collapse under one of those HS2 heavily laden low loaders.  
Christmas Tree: Many thanks to our public-spirited Bonfire & Fireworks Committee who intend to collect 
and erect this appreciated, traditional emblem on The Green. Criticism of them and the Parish Council 
over the extended appearance of the Beacon has understandably roused some condemnation of the critics 
but please keep matters in perspective. Opposition, particularly when constructive, should be appreciated 
as a sign of a healthy, democratic society.  
Next PC Meeting is Thursday 11th December, at 8pm. Again, this is highly likely to be an online meeting 
in which case you will need to pre-register with the Clerk should you wish to attend. Access details will 
again be available on the Parish Council website and the notice board at bottom of The Green.  

We wish you all a very enjoyable Christmas and a wonderfully Happy New Year. 
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Quainton Beacon  
The Beacon was originally planned for removal on the 14th November following the (cancelled) 
Mill Hill firework display and Remembrance Day. While its planning status makes no mention 
of it being a temporary structure, we are very mindful of the consent conditions and therefore 
always endeavour to remove it when assessed safe to do so. The Covid-19 lockdown has 
delayed works, but plans are still underway to have it returned to the Railway Centre, subject 
to a further risk assessment when working with such heavy equipment on Mill Hill, 
especially given recent heavy rain.   
 

Ian, Richard, Warren, Steve and Ian of the Bonfire & Fireworks Committee  
 

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – June 2022 (!) 
 

Planning far ahead, I know, but I think we need something big to look forward to, don’t we?! 
 

The Queen’s 70th anniversary as monarch will be celebrated with a “once-in-a-generation 
show” over a four-day Bank Holiday weekend in June it has been announced. She will 
officially become the first British monarch to reach the historic milestone of a Platinum Jubilee 
on February 6th 2022. 
 

A “blockbuster weekend of celebrations” to mark the occasion will take place from Thursday 
2nd to Sunday 5th June 2022, with an extensive programme of events planned to reflect the 
Queen’s reign and her impact on the UK and world since 1952. 
 

The May Bank Holiday will be moved to Thursday 2nd June, and an additional Bank Holiday 
will be added on Friday 3rd June to create an extra-long weekend. Further details on the 
programme of events in 2022 and how members of the public can get involved are expected 
to be released in the months ahead, but we suspect there may be another nationwide 
beacon burning like there was for her Diamond Jubilee in 2012. We await instructions from 
the Queen’s Pageantmaster and will keep you informed when we know more. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The cover of the July 2012 
issue of Quainton News 
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News from Quainton School PTA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

We are edging closer to the Christmas season… the school is preparing for  
visits from Santa to the lower years (shh), a pantomime, Christmas dinner and a  
Christmas-themed film night – all with funds from the PTA and tons of  
energy from our fantastic teachers! 
 
None of this could happen without the money raised from your support of the many 
things that the PTA does.  
 
Bag2School 
The recent Bag2School collection raised £93; thank you to everyone who took the time to 
get bags to the school or who contacted us for a collection. Every bag adds to the total. We 
are planning another collection in Spring, plus we are looking at ways to store bags 
between collections – watch this space! 
 
Walk to Lapland 
Our ‘Walk to Lapland’ has got off to a great start; as well as children riding, scooting, 
walking and running the miles to Lapland, we have grandparents, parents, dogs and dog-
walkers wearing a Santa hat and adding their miles to our total. It’s not too late to join us - 
so if you want to have a good reason to clock those miles contact the PTA.  £4 buys a Santa 
hat, mileage form and badges to collect! 
 
Christmas Wreath Making 
If you would prefer to stay inside in the warm, perhaps you would like to try our virtual 
Christmas wreath making night. On 2nd December at 7.30pm, (or you can access the filmed 
workshop later in the month) Emma Clarke, our local, professional florist, will share her 
skills in creating a beautiful Christmas wreath. A basic kit costs £19.99, see our poster on 
p.27 for more details. 
 
100 Club November’s winners: 
Our headmaster, Mr Vernon,made the first draw of the 100 Club, results below. We only 
have a few numbers left, so if you want to be in the December draw, contact us as soon as 
possible. The PTA email address is quainton.pta@gmail.com 
 

1st   Charlotte Darton 
2nd  George Newman 
3rd   Layla Read 
4th Gemma Beck 
 
Whatever December brings, we wish you a Happy Christmas, stay safe and well. 
The PTA 
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Church Yard Clear-up – Saturday 5th December 10am-12 noon 
Well some things never change, thankfully! And leaves and debris fall from the trees each 
autumn and this year is no exception. So, we are still planning to hold a churchyard winter 
clear up on Saturday 5th December, a week earlier than normal. Couples can work together, 
maintaining at least a strict 2m distance and some prefer to work on their own anyway, so 
hopefully I can foresee no restrictions necessary. Please do come and help, even for an hour, 
so much can be quickly achieved with lots of help!  
The big disappointment is that I cannot arrange to provide refreshments inside the church, so 
please do bring your own flask and snack, if you wish. Suggest a mask in your pocket would 
be helpful. Please bring your own rakes, and wheelbarrows if you have one, but I am sure 
there will always be a spare rake available and antiseptic wipes! JUST WEAR GLOVES AND 
I WILL ENSURE HOT WATER IS AVAILABLE TO WASH YOUR HANDS AT ANY TIME.  
With our thanks. Margaret Willoughby 655606 / Malcolm Wearn 655484 
 
 
Quainton Church 
Our church needs your donations now more than ever having been closed for services and 
weddings for so many months. There are several really easy ways to donate. See below or  
visit : www.quaintonchurch.com/donations 
 

JustGiving: 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/quainton-church 
 

QR Code: Scan the code below using a QR code reader app on your phone 
 

Bank details: You can pay directly into our church bank account 
Quainton PCC, Natwest Bank, Aylesbury 
Account no.: 07321546. Sort code: 60-01-31 
Please put QuaintFest donation as the reference 
 

Regular giving: Would you consider giving regularly to our church? If so, please email  
our vicar Steve for a form: steve@steveflashman.com  Thank you everyone! 
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Buckinghamshire Railway Centre News 
Santa is coming to The Railway! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For more up to date info and to pre-book your session, see our Facebook page or  

website www.bucksrailcentre.org 
Thank you for your ongoing support! We hope to see you here again soon. 

 
 
Christmas Trees For Sale at Claydon Courtyard 
  
If you’ve not yet bought your Christmas tree, why not visit Claydon Estate and choose a freshly 
cut UK grown, Grade A Nordmann Fir Christmas Tree at Claydon Courtyard. We have 4ft to 
8ft non-drop trees, and prices start at £25. For sale on: 
  
3rd – 6th December 
12th – 13th December 
  
The Phoenix Kitchen is serving a 2-course Christmas Lunch Menu and a deliciously Festive 
Afternoon Tea. Available from Friday 4th December to Sunday 20th December 2020. Visit our 
website for the full menu at claydonestate.co.uk. Booking essential, 
email phoenixkitchen@claydonestate.co.uk or call 01296 730252. 
 
 

 

Our Christmas event, ‘Santa at 
the Station’, is planned for 
December 12/13th,19/20th and 
Monday 21st December. As 
Quainton News goes to print, 
we have just released two extra 
morning sessions at 10am and 
10.15am, plus there are a 
handful of later sessions 
around 4/4.30pm still available 
too. For the first time, Father 
Christmas will be in one of our 
station buildings rather than on 
the train. Our team of cheery 
elves will lead the way from 
our visitor centre, through our 
Christmas carriages and up to 
the Victorian Booking Hall to 
see the man himself, where the 
children will collect their 
presents.  
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The Granary Giftshop will be open earlier 
this year for gifts & Christmas shopping!

NOVEMBER
WEDS TO SAT 10AM- 4PM
Supporting local artists, makers and designers, 
producing quality handmade gifts.

DECEMBER
EVERY DAY UNTIL WEDS 23RD DEC
Including locally grown, freshly cut Christmas trees and 
beautiful handmade wreaths, using our handwoven 
willow bases, fresh foliage and dried seed heads 
& flowers from the farm.

Locally grown, premium quality Christmas 
trees on sale from 30th November

For enquiries please call Rosie 07876 394 086 or to 
order please go to wildroseflowercompany.co.uk 

Wild Rose Flower Company, Town Farm, 
Hoggeston, Buckingham. MK18 3LQ @wildroseflowercompany

SUPPORT 
LOCAL

Flower Company

WR Ad 65x95mm.indd   1WR Ad 65x95mm.indd   1 12/10/2020   15:3512/10/2020   15:35

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Keith Bird 
 

Plumbing & Heating 
 

All work fully guaranteed  
and insured 

 
Tel:   01296 655499 

Mob: 07516 480860 
Email: k.bird944@btinternet.com 
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Quainton Windmill Society 
www.quaintonwindmill.org 
During a difficult year the technical and welcome teams have  
remained busy, here is a selection of the work undertaken in 2020: 
 
v Safety and maintenance checks were completed each month on the sails  

and fantail. Each sail weighs nearly one ton and so the daily stresses and  
strains due to the weather are significant. When the sails are rotated, they 
are exposed to further stresses. 

v The mill has 168 shutters each of which has to be fully open or closed for 
their efficient operation. We adjusted the control rods that govern their movement. 

v An exterior door has been refurbished to ensure it is weatherproof. 
v The ground floor has become more susceptible to flooding. A ditch has been dug out to 

install a drain-away. 
v A ground floor exhibition area has been developed, displaying photographs of the mill’s 

history, its refurbishments, and how it works. Improved lighting has been installed. 
v The projector screen has been repositioned to improve presentations to groups and schools. 
v Whenever possible we rotate the sails to prevent tightness and demonstrate our heritage in 

action. 
v The garden display area has been improved with three wooden benches. We are grateful to 

the Quainton Garden Society for maintaining the flower display. 
v Branded bird boxes, trugs & boot removers have been produced to generate much needed 

income during Covid restrictions. 
The website has been updated to attract more visitors and encourage new members, please 
visit www.quaintonwindmill 

 

CANCELLED DUE TO 

LOCKDOWN 

 

In the coming year, we 
hope to return to 
normality and we are 
keen to attract more 
group visits and 
demonstrate the milling 
process in action. To find 
out more about the 
windmill contact Mike 
Roberts at 
mikerobertsverulam@ms
n.com. If you are not a 
member, please join. All 
details are on our website. 
 
 
Photo by Andrew Dancer 
for Remembrance Sunday 
 

 



 

 
 

22 

 

 



 

 
 

23 

 
 
 
 
 

The Right to Reply 
“Separating the Facts from the Fiction”: With reference to the article in the November edition of the 
Quainton News – “A Sad State of Affairs…” and to the many adverse and unjust comments posted on 
social media - I wish to attempt to put the record straight. 
 

From time to time the Beacon is placed on Mill Hill, sited in a designated Area of Attractive Landscape 
under an application to the then AVDC in 2018 – number 18/03023/ACL I which grants a Certificate of 
Lawfulness which dictates that “the Beacon is not left in place after an event. It will be removed whilst 
the base would be secured and covered. The Beacon will then be used for other events at the same 
location as and when required. If the 7.5m beacon itself were to be proposed as a permanent fixture it 
would require formal planning permission. In this case it would be removed, stored and only erected 
when required”. 
 

A well-informed resident rather than an “ill-informed resident” did indeed write to the Parish Council 
asking for clarification on the meaning of “temporary” regarding the length of time that the Beacon 
remained on the hill – it was erected seven weeks before the proposed Firework Display scheduled for 
7th November. A similar clarification was sought from the Buckinghamshire Council Development 
Control Department who stated that although there was no obvious breach of planning control they 
would however contact the Parish Council to ensure that the Beacon was taken down in a timely 
manner after Remembrance Sunday. 
 

So the statement “What a sad state of affairs, when some ill-informed ‘resident’ can take such action without 
obtaining a prior explanation from a council that works tirelessly on behalf of the whole community” is untrue. 
To further say “While everyone has the right to complain about something that concerns them, it should be 
done in an informal way at first and not to cause mischief to the point of being vexatious” no one has actually 
complained about anything! 
 

It would appear from the article that the Fireworks event was “hi-jacked by those who have different 
agendas, add little to village life, are blinkered and out of touch with the community around them”. If this is 
indeed the case name those who hijacked the event, name those who had different agendas, name 
those who add little to village, name those who are the blinkered and who are those out of touch with 
the community around them. The question posed was concerned with how much longer was the 
Beacon was to remain in place after it’s intended use had been made redundant by the cancellation on 
13th October of the alternative Fireworks event. This of course has now been quite rightly further 
delayed until after 2nd December because of the second England Covid-19 lockdown. 
 

Without doubt many villagers would get angry when planning laws were not followed – say on a 
housing project in the village – leaving the Beacon on the hill indefinitely is no different. 
 

We all benefit from and applaud the magnificent efforts of all our Volunteers whether they be helping 
out with Covid-19 challenges or arranging an annual fireworks display. There are villagers who 
wholeheartedly support the Beacon, however, the planning laws should be adhered to in a timely and 
co-operative way. 
 

The reaction to the wording of the reference article has bought out the worst in some villagers, who 
have taken it upon themselves to be the judge and jury without knowing the full facts, with their 
sometimes unkind and uncalled for comments appearing on Facebook. 
 

Let us put this unhappy course of events to rest for once and for all. We are enormously privileged to 
live in a unique village with a robust and caring community! We all look forward to a hopefully 
uninterrupted and outstanding Firework Display in 2021. 

Peter Taylor-Lane  (a village resident for some twenty years)  
**** 

Editor's note: When contacted for comment, Brian Fludgate would like it known he stands by 
everything in his letter in the November edition. 
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The result of the October event at Burnham Beeches was as follows: 
  

Colin Hammond Trophy 
The highest Stableford score of the day was returned by Tim Wooller, but unfortunately for 
Tim he was playing as a guest so not eligible to lift the main trophy, which was won by Mike 
York. 
  

Position  Player  Pts 
1(G)  Tim Wooller (G) 33 
1  Mike York 31 
2  Joe Ward 30 
2  Dave Payne 30 
4  Vince Hemsley 29 
 
Quainton Village Society:  
”Caring about the village” Registered Charity No. 802608 
 
LOCAL SPECIES - ALBA ELEPHANTIS by David Gladwin 
 
A highly toxic and extremely dangerous introduced species of gargantuan proportions, this 
out-of-control juggernaut is likely to prove as damaging to this country as even a viral 
pandemic.  It has run amok in Quainton, large parts of Buckinghamshire and many other 
English counties. Closely related to dinosaurs, this awful beast is destroying livelihoods, the 
environment and vast swathes of precious countryside without reason or purpose.  Its few 
powerful supporters have always been very economical with the truth about this evil 
omnivore which is thought to include bulging brown envelopes in its diet. 
 
Alba Elephantis is plagued with contagious parasites which it spreads with abandon. With a 
far greater range than ever envisaged, AE in all its forms tramples willy-nilly over towns, 
villages and what is left of our rapidly dwindling countryside, making farms unviable and 
destroying valuable habitats and ancient woodlands for example.  Locally it is already 
making moving around very difficult and time consuming as well as putting people and 
animals in danger, while growing like a juggernaut.   
 

Quainton Golf Society 
Our next event is 11th December 2020 at North Oxford Golf Club 
(assuming we are permitted to under the Covid regulations in place 
at that time). This will be an 18-hole event, hopefully with pre-golf 
cooked breakfast and post-golf Christmas meal. 

For more information about joining the Society, please contact Vince 
Hemsley on 07427555656 or vince.hemsley63@virginmedia.com. We 
look forward to welcoming new members.  
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Ramblings afar from Finemere Wood 
Charlotte Karmali - Volunteer Warden 
After an energetic and industrious two months of woodland work, the Finemere volunteers 
are once again in hibernation. Staff and key volunteers, such as myself, are out in the wilds 
tackling only the time-critical essential tasks in this second national lockdown.  
 
Much has been achieved during September and October. Work parties have been small in size 
due to Covid-19 restrictions, but they have been more plentiful and the volunteers have been 
on tip-top form. The eastern ride has received an abundance of attention. Three scallops along 
the woodland edge have been cleared of scrub and trees. These lay-by shaped areas will allow 
sunlight to hit the ground, resulting in fresh, new growth. These open, but sheltered spaces, 
right on the edge of the wood, are so important to the survival of invertebrates, and in 
particular to butterflies.  
 
And now I turn my attention to a species I haven’t yet focused upon in my writings, the 
woodland workers. Who are they? and what motivates them? First and foremost is Pete, 
(BBOWT’S North Buckinghamshire Reserves Officer) who oversees all we do. He has a calm 
and reassuring presence, and approaches his work with creativity and zeal. Returning from 
Australia, where he worked in a cafe whilst assisting research into marine micro-plastics, Pete 
joined BBOWT as a Conservation Trainee in 2017. This being a voluntary role, he took on a job 
alongside, on a smallholding where he chased sheep, made cider and managed hedges. He 
thrives in the outdoors, has a thirst for knowledge of the natural world and is passionate in his 
support for nature. 
 
His favourite Finemere activity? Spending time with the volunteers, absorbing their wisdom 
and wit, which he says is hard to beat. His favourite Finemere species? The Silver-Washed 
Fritillary, watching their flirtatious dogfights along the main ride. 
 
Taking the trainees out chainsawing, watching them conquer nerves as they develop their 
skills, is an aspect of Pete’s work he enjoys the most. Seeing the threat that nature faces is a 
challenging component of his role and his hope that  “we find a way to put nature first on a 
national and global level” is shared by many of us in the wood. 
 
Outside of work, Pete likes to read, walk, cook and drink big dark red wines and tends to 
holiday in nature reserves. He suggests he is rather boring. Nothing could be further from the 
truth, as is illustrated by my final request for information, to share something with me that not 
many people know about him: “ I once helped to organise, and participated, in a 24 hour game 
of underwater Twister. I guess that’s what happens when a bunch of scuba divers drink beer 
and wonder what’s possible!” Crazy? Yes! Boring? No! 
 
Contact Charlotte at charlottekarmali@outlook.com for further information.  
 
The Calvert Jubilee Work Party meet on the third Thursday of the month. Contact Clive at 
omgitsclive@gmail or on 07917007055 for further information. 
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QUAINTON FOOTBALL CLUB DRAW	  
 

Cash prizes each month: over £3500 paid out over 12 months 
 

The October Draw  
 

 £100 65 D Wilkinson  £20 58 D Barker Boyd 
 £50 81 J Piller   £18 121 M Newman 
 £25 54 I Marfleet  £12  182 I Magowan 
 £25 178 G Bradbury  £10 160 T Curtis 
 £25 168 W Curtis 

George & Dragon Meal Voucher:   159        P & J Ridgway  

 
Fitness Blueprint – Aylesbury’s Bespoke Personal Training Studio  
 
My name is Guy Woodliffe-Thomas, the founder of Fitness Blueprint. I spend a lot of time in 
Quainton as my parents live here and I already have many clients here. After 6 years as a 
Personal Trainer and Strength & Conditioning coach, I have created my dream facility. 
Fitness Blueprint was created with the client’s experience in mind offering aesthetic interior 
design and functionality to provide the highest tier of private coaching. We focus mainly on 
private 1-2-1 training with clients who are motivated towards achieving a range off different 
goals and we also offer classes to suit everyone. I pride myself on creating a fun and 
enjoyable environment at Fitness Blueprint; a gym where people are excited to come and 
spend time. Longevity and health is what we aim to promote to our clients and we have 
some incredible success stories to support this ethos.  
 
I am offering readers of the Quainton News there first 2 sessions free of charge, this is a 
great opportunity for you to try personal training if you’re new to it and make the first step 
towards achieving your health and fitness goal. 
 
Please visit www.fitnessblueprint.co.uk to arrange your first session once lockdown is over. 
I look forward to meeting you soon.  
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Weather Figures for Quainton 
Averages and Extremes for October 2020 

 
Temperature   Rainfall   
Maximum 16.7ºC  8th Total for  

month 
155mm  

Minimum 1.6ºC  9th Wettest day 45mm 3rd 
Average 
Minimum 

6.5ºC  Rain days 23  

Average 
Maximum 

13.5ºC  Dry days  8  

Highest 
Minimum 

12.8ºC 21st    

Lowest 
Maximum 

9.9ºC 4th    

Wind   Pressure   
Highest gust 33mph   24th Highest 1025hPa 11th 
   Lowest 976hPa  44th 

 

Figures supplied by Mike Beales. For the latest weather at Quainton go to: www.quainton-
observatory.net/weather/quainton-weather/  
 

  
 

NEW ROUTE - NEW DATE 2Ǯ�Äñõ�³ 202ɍ

Walk for Pace and make a huge difference to 
our inspirational children, who face mobility 
challenges every single day.  

Three routes: 18, 12 and 6 miles along the infamous 
Ridgeway.

Charity No. 1011133
Sign up today at thepacecentre.org/thebigwalk

Step up and make a difference
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Free to collector: No Dough Required! 

 
A hardly used automatic Panasonic5D 252 Breadmaker with cover 
and Instructions and recipe book.  
Unused Epson T0712 / T0713 / T0714 Printer cartridges  
Contact Mike on 651974 to collect 
 
 

For sale: Wooden cot.  
Very good condition. Only used by  
visiting grandchildren. £30 to be  
donated to Crisis at Christmas.  
Collect locally. Call 01296 670243. 
 
 

 

Babysitter: 
I am 18 and live in 
Quainton and am 

available for babysitting 
daytime and evenings. 

 
Call Amy on 07806 

763422. 

For Sale: 
An Ashbury mandolin, 
model GR- 3125. Very good 
condition having been well 
looked after. Comes with a 
padded nylon protective case. 
£100 or near offer.  
 
Call Judy for more 
information on 651605 
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Editor: Louisa Richards, Baker’s Cottage, 32 Church Street, Quainton HP22 4AP. 
Tel: 01296 655560. Email: quaintonnews@gmail.com Web: www.quaintonnews.com 
 

Advertising: All queries to Cicely Davey on:  cicelydavey@gmail.com. 
 

Distribution: Dick Carter, 14 Church Street, Quainton HP22 4AP. Tel: 01296 655432. 
Email: richard.carter11@btinternet.com.  
 

Quainton News by Post: We can send Quainton News by post for £15/year.  
Please send orders with payment to: Mrs Tooms, 7 Torbay, Quainton HP22 4AX.  
Tel: 01296 655306. Cheques payable to: Quainton PCC (QN). 
 

Quainton News Online: Google ‘Quainton News’ to find our website with full 
colour versions of current and past issues. We are also on Facebook!  
 

 

*** Quainton News copy deadline: 16th of the month *** 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

New Quainton Website: Quainton Parish Online: www.quainton.org.uk  
 

Quainton Village Life Facebook Page: This is a very active Facebook page for 
Quainton residents. Questions solved, advice, recommendations, plus lots more! 

 

Quainton Oil Group: Residents wishing to receive regular deliveries of heating oil on 
group negotiated terms from Lovell Fuels should phone 01844 202777 and ask to join the 
Quainton Oil Group. 
 
 

Quainton Dog Warden: Lost your dog or found someone else’s? Call Jan, our local 
contact point, on 655800 or 07941 946870 for help reuniting lost dogs with their owners.  
 

Memorial Hall Bookings: Online bookings go to: booking.quaintonmh.co.uk, email: 
quaintonmemorialhall@gmail.com, or call Deb Barker Boyd on 01296 655379. To report 
noise/nuisance only at weekends call 07704 851945. 
 

Saye & Sele Hall Bookings: Call John Knox on 655275.  

 

Winwood Almshouses: For enquiries contact: winwoodalmshouses@outlook.com  
 

Refuse & Recycling Collections for December:  
 
 
 

Monday 30th November        Green refuse wheelie bin and food bin 
Monday 7th December       Blue-lidded recycling wheelie bin and food bin 
Monday 14th December       Green refuse wheelie bin and food bin 
Monday 21st December                Blue-lidded recycling wheelie bin and food bin 

* Wednesday 30th December * Green refuse wheelie bin and food bin 
* Wednesday 6th January * Blue-lidded recycling wheelie bin and food bin 
* Tuesday 12th January * Green refuse wheelie bin and food bin 

 

 QUAINTON NEWS 

 VILLAGE SERVICES 
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None 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 PARISH REGISTER ENTRIES 
 

 CHURCH ROTA FOR DECEMBER 

 6th  13th  24th  31st  
Morning 
Reader 

    

Morning 
Sidesman 

    

Evening Reader     
Evening 
Sidesman 

    

Altar Flowers ADVENT ADVENT June Hanson June Hanson 
Pedestal 
Flowers 

ADVENT ADVENT 
Fiona Morrison Fiona Morrison 

Tea Rota     
Church 
Cleaning 

Kate Dalton, Fiona Ginger, 
Ann Parrott 

Carolyn Turnbull, Helen Ratcliffe, 
Georgie Bradbury 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 SERVICES THIS MONTH AT HOLY CROSS & ST MARY’S 
CHURCH  

Christmas Services 
 
We will be having Christmas Services in one form or another, 
but we are waiting for further government announcements 
on what is possible. 
  
We will put the word out as soon as we have more 
information – a Christmas card will be delivered to every 
home with details of the services. 
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 HOLY CROSS & ST. MARY’S CHURCH – OUR FAVOURITE PHOTOS 

This beautiful photo of the 
sky above the church was 
taken at sunrise by Sarah 
Stansfield early one 
November morning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have taken a photo 
of our Church or its 
surroundings which you 
would like to see in print, 
please email it to me at: 
quaintonnews@gmail.com   
Thank you, Louisa, Editor 
 
 
 

Quainton News: Our Parish Magazine & Village Newsletter 
Editor: Mrs Louisa Richards 

Assistant Editor: Melanie Curtis. Web Editor: Beth Vining. Advertising: Cicely Davey. 
Contributions to the Editor: Baker's Cottage, 32 Church Street, Quainton HP22 4AP 

Tel: 01296 655560.  Email: quaintonnews@gmail.com. Website: www.quaintonnews.com 

Please note the copy deadline is the 16th of each month 
 
 
 
 

 VILLAGE CALENDAR – DECEMBER 2020 

1st-24th December: Quainton Advent Trail 
5th December:  Churchyard Clear-up, 10am-12 noon, p.17 
10th December:  Online Virtual PC Meeting, see p.11 for details 
24th December:   Father Christmas’ tour of the village, from 4pm 
 


