
  

  
  

  

Quainton Celebrates VE Day in Lockdown 
A welcome break from the previous seven weeks of lockdown, neighbours 
came together, whilst staying apart, to celebrate 75 years since Victory in 
Europe in 1945. The village was decorated in a plethora of red, white and 
blue, residents set up ‘afternoon tea’ outside their homes and socialised 
whilst maintaining social distancing! It was what we all needed – to feel a 
small sense of normality and celebrate this momentous occasion in our 
country’s history. Photos by Annie Allen, Patrina Law, Brian Simonds, Kath Heirons. 
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       Welcome from Holy Cross & St Mary’s Church 
 

 
  

Blessing.” Within 24 hours of release, it was watched by a million people on YouTube. Millions 
more have now tuned in to watch it and there are countless reports of people turning to God as 
a result. Boris Johnson in a letter to Tim Hughes, the Birmingham Vicar who organised the 
song, said, “Your sensational singing masterpiece ‘The UK Blessing’ is truly uplifting and has 
touched millions around the world with its message of hope.” 
     Then there’s the research commissioned by humanitarian aid charity, TearFund. An 
extensive survey indicated that some 3 million new people have turned to prayer in the UK 
since lockdown began. The online British bookstore, Eden, reports a 55% increase in sales of 
Bibles in April.  The TearFund survey also indicated that record numbers have begun attending 
online church since the lockdown began. Generally, we'd expect around 5-7% of the nation to 
attend a Sunday service at least once a month.  But over the past couple of months, this figure 
has jumped - in fact it has skyrocketed - to 24% of the British population. Almost one in four. 
Nicky Gumbel, leader of Holy Trinity, Brompton said recently, “I've never known a time in my 
life when people have been more open to God’s word than they are now.” 
     Here in Quainton, we have been seeing between three and four times more people tuning in 
to our weekly video services than attended church previously. One week we had 157 views, 
and many of those were couples and families watching. The Times, The Guardian, ITV’s Good 
Morning Britain and BBC News at 10 have all picked up on the story. I would never have 
believed a few months ago that I’d be seeing a headline in a major British paper saying: 
“BRITISH PUBLIC TURN TO PRAYER AS ONE IN FOUR TUNE IN TO RELIGIOUS 
SERVICES ONLINE.” And then the stunning subtitle: “YOUNG PEOPLE LEAD 
RESURGENCE IN FAITH.” Yes, you read that right: the demographic leading the charge to 
church is the sophisticated, supposedly post-Christian 18-34 year olds.  
     God has been eliminated from many of our lives. Relegated to being irrelevant. But many 
are finding the spark re-ignited and are discovering a connection to God again. As the UK 
Blessing says, “He is for us, He loves us, He wants to bless us.” 
  May you know God’s blessing in these days. 

Rev Steve 
Reverend Steve Flashman 

Vicar, Holy Cross & St Mary 
and All Saints, Oving with Pitchcott 

The Rectory, 27, Church Street, Quainton, Bucks HP22 4AW 
Web: www.steveflashman.com Mobile: 07950 000910 Home: 01296 655237 

 
Blessings, 

Dear Friends, 
In the middle of all the challenges we face as a nation and all the 
tragedies we are having to grapple with, something amazing is 
happening. It’s not only in the incredible acts of love, sacrifice and 
kindness we have experienced and seen, it’s in the new wave of 
interest in all things spiritual. 
 

People in their thousands are turning to God. 
 

More than 60 churches of all denominations across the United 
Kingdom contributed to the recording of a worship song, “The UK 
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 Welcome to the June 2020 issue 

 News From Our Church – Church Services are Online! 
 

  

The church may be closed, but we’re still very much active! Steve has updated our 
church website to include resources for prayer and worship that you can use at 
home. If you can’t get to Holy Communion, there is an authorised service you can 
run at home – on our website. 
 
Our 6.30pm services will be available for you to watch and join in – on video. A 
link for you to click will be on the website – just follow the “Live Service” tab on the 
top of the page. 

 

Here is the website:  www.quaintonchurch.com   
 
Follow the “Can’t Get To Church” and “Live Service” link at the top of the page. If 
you are using an iPad or Smartphone, turn it sideways! It gives a better view 
(landscape). 
 
 
 

Hello everyone,  
 
First of all, a big thank you to those delivering 
Quainton News at the moment – some are my 
regulars and others have stepped up to fill in for 
someone shielding, thank you all! To those shielding 
and self-isolating, we wish you well and safe and look 
forward to seeing you again when this is all over.  
 
This issue has an update to the guidelines from the 
Government and a reminder to anyone who may need 
the support of Quainton’s Emergency Network.  
 
Turn to the centre spread for a little montage of VE 
Day photos showing how well-dressed Quainton was 
for the occasion! 
 
 

Stay safe everyone and enjoy the read,  
 

   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Louisa Richards, Editor 
 
 

 
 

Louisa Richards, Editor, on VE Day! 
Photo by Hazel Jacobs 
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COVID-19 UPDATE 
 

Please Always Follow Up To Date Government Advice 
Following is the current advice as at 24th May: 

 

• Stay at home as much as possible 
• Work from home if you can 
• Go to work if you can’t work from home 
• Limit contact with others 
• Keep 2m apart 
• Wash your hands often, especially before/after leaving the house 
• Avoid Public Transport if possible 
• Wear a face covering if you can when in enclosed spaces  

 
If you experience symptoms, please self-isolate immediately 

Symptoms: 
Fever/high temperature 
New, continuous cough 

A loss or change to your taste and/or smell 
 

Anyone with symptoms aged 5+ can now get tested. It is best to request the test within 3 days 
of experiencing symptoms.  

To request a test, visit:  www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test 
 

Advice from the National Institute of Mental Health: 
 

• Take breaks from the news 
• Take care of your body 
• Make time to unwind 
• Connect with others 
• Set goals and priorities 
• Focus on the facts 

If you need some extra support as a result of coronavirus and have a mental health condition, 
help is available: 

 
• NHS Volunteer Responders are on hand to provide check-in and chat phone calls to help 

prevent loneliness and help people stay connected 
• Certain eligible groups can get support in accessing food, medication and other essential 

supplies. This includes people with mental health problems. 
• To refer yourself or someone else to the NHS Responder Scheme, please call 0808 196 

3646 
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  COVID-19: QUAINTON SUPPORT NETWORK 
 

There seems to be some light at the end of the tunnel with the limited easing of the lockdown. 
More people returning to work, whether at home or if necessary, travelling to the workplace, 
more children going to school, some retail outlets and leisure activities opening. 
 
However, the virus is still here and thousands of new cases are still being reported each day, 
and even though most of these may, thankfully, be mild cases, Quainton’s Support Network 
will remain on alert for those residents who may need it, especially the vulnerable who are 
shielding. 
 
Self-Isolating or Shielding? We Can Help! 
The Quainton Support Network is here to help anyone in Quainton, so if you find yourself 
having to self-isolate and you need help, please ask. 
 
Prescriptions: 
Whitchurch surgery coordinator: Claire Lucas 01296 655552 
The surgery would like to continue restricting callers, so QSN will continue to offer to collect 
and deliver your prescription. 
Waddesdon surgery coordinator: Jan Stiegeler 01296 655800 
Most prescriptions are delivered to Quainton Village Store where they are collected by Lizzie 
and Annie and delivered to your door. If you need a prescription collected from the surgery, 
please ring Jan who can go most days. 
 
Supplies 
Quainton Village Stores and the George and Dragon coffee shop are both well stocked and 
offer delivery services to those self-isolating or shielding.  
 
Support  
The government need us to stay at home as much as possible but volunteers can be on the 
other end of the phone to provide support or just a chat. Two of our volunteers are trained 
counsellors. Buckinghamshire Council also has useful information on various support groups 
at:  www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/coronavirus 
There are trained counsellors available and people who would only be too happy to chat. 
If you are stuck at home and looking for a link to the outside world, Quainton has a useful 
Facebook page where residents can ask questions, share photos, memories, ideas and worries, 
a useful tool to stay in touch. Search for ‘Quainton Village Life’ on Facebook. 
 
Get in Touch 
If you need help, now or later, call one of the Quainton Support Network facilitators below, 
explain your needs and they will put you in touch with a volunteer in your street. 
 

Claire Lucas  655552             Louisa Richards   655560 
Brian Fludgate  651354             Nick Heirons  651886 
Or email: qsn-help@quainton.org.uk 
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Quainton Village Stores: Grocery Store, Off Licence & Post Office 

Emma and Sarah welcome you to Quainton Village Store. We are working hard to keep the 
shelves stocked with all of your daily essentials, whilst continuing to support local suppliers. 
We also continue to increase our product lines continuously and have lots of new products in 
store now! As well as your everyday grocery and household essentials we have: 
 

* Fresh bread and cakes 
* Fresh fruit and vegetables 
* Butchers meat (chicken, mince, lamb, sausages, burgers, bacon and more) 
* Home-made ready meals and pies 
* Wood, kindling, house and BBQ Coal 
* Wine, beer and spirits 
* Post Office services 
* Plus much, much more! 
 

Also: we are offering a FREE delivery service for the elderly and self-isolating, please call us on 
01296 655599 and we will take your order. 
 

Follow us on Facebook – Search ‘Quainton Village Store’ – for up to date information on 
products, services and opening times. 

 

Thank you for your continued support! Emma and Sarah 
Quainton Village Store, 6 Church Street, Quainton HP22 4AP. 

Tel: 01296 655599. email: quaintonshop@gmail.com 
 
 

George & Dragon: Takeaway and Provisions Supplier 
In line with Government guidelines, we remain open as a takeaway and provisions supplier.  
 

NEW: Fruit & Veg and all the provisions usually sold in the Coffee Shop are now available 
to purchase in our newly set up space in the old butcher’s shop. Open 9am-3pm. One 
person/family at a time inside please. 
Takeaway: We now have a weekly-changing menu of takeaway dishes available. We post 
these on Facebook and write them on the board outside the coffee shop. If you cannot access 
either, please just call us and we can let you know. To order, please call us. Beer still available 
– bring your own containers! 
 

Delivery of:  
• Parrots Butchers meat   
• Fruit and veg 
• Bakery items 
• Frozen pies, lasagna, moussaka, can be made to order, please enquire 
All of the above are stock dependent. Please email us your meat/grocery order and we will 
prepare the items for you to collect. Payment preferred in advance over the phone or 
contactless on collection. 
 

Delivery/collection orders taken: 9-11.30am (breakfast), 11.30-1.30pm (lunch), 5-7.30pm 
(dinner). All meal orders to be taken by phone please. Items can be collected or delivered, but 
strictly one person in the coffee shop at a time.  

Thank you for your continued support, Darren, George and all the Team 
Tel: 01296 655436   Email: enquiry@georgeanddragonquainton.co.uk 
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Quainton Parish Council 
Chairman: Arthur Evans. Councillors: Nick Heirons, Mrs C Lucas, 
N Butler, J Knox, M Wearn, Ms M Thompson.  
Clerk: Mr B Fludgate, 13 Church Street HP22 4AW. Tel: 651354. 
Email:  parishclerk@quainton.org.uk 
 The Chairman Reports:  

THANKS to those many people who have been attempting to make sure that no one in need in our 
community has been overlooked and left without access to vital goods or service. Should there be any 
person who has slipped through the net then please let someone/anyone know and you will be put in 
touch with assistance through the impressive network of volunteers just waiting to help. Additionally, 
our village services have been superbly supportive and efficient so do continue to give them the benefit 
of your custom. The days of sunny weather amid our lovely surroundings and the cheeriness of 
residents have hopefully contributed to your being able to reflect on our good fortune in living in such a 
wonderful village and somewhat softened the impact of isolation.  

Planning Matters: New applications include the replacement of 2 rotten sash windows and construction 
of a tennis court at Brudenell House, Church St. Plans for the design/layout of the permitted 40 houses 
on land behind 151 Station Rd have been submitted, and have raised a number of issues/concerns from 
neighbours and PC, particularly the lack of regard for the appeal Inspector’s remarks, our village plan 
and the effect on present residents, plus the absence of any drainage plan. The plans for the building of 5 
properties behind 135 Station Rd are presently opposed by Highways as well as this PC. Disgusted at 
the long drawn out saga of the application to demolish what remains of 159 Station Road and replace 
with two dwellings, landowner, Parish and Bucks Councillors are remonstrating with those responsible 
for this delay and demanding a speedy resolution. Amendments to the approved development plans at 
Mill View, Upper Street have been withdrawn. On Carters Lane, on land at Big Hill, applicants 
wishing to erect an agricultural building for use as an approved finishing unit for cattle have been asked 
for greater clarification on a number of issues, incl. size.  

Village Plan: The present policy on isolation has prevented the next step in the consultation stage but 
when circumstances allow we should be in a position to proceed, in spite of the completion of the plan 
for the whole Aylesbury area (VALP) with which our plan must conform being still some way off. 

HS2: You will have seen for yourselves that, in spite of the dire financial consequences the nation faces 
as a result of lockdown, preparatory work for the line is still proceeding. In our area the project is very 
soon to see the construction of the haul road which will be built alongside the projected rail line. For 
Quainton this will start from the station crossroads and proceed towards Calvert, with machinery and 
materials being brought, via the A41, up Station Road. No associated vehicles should come through the 
village. A meeting to acquaint us more fully with these plans is, as I write these notes, being formulated. 

Criticisms of the HS2 workforce’s frequent disdain for the social isolation rules and ignoring of advice, 
during present times, to avoid local residents’ amenities have been rife, with an abundance of 
photographic evidence to prove the point. Concerns expressed by our MP and local councils are 
received and heard by HS2 who seem powerless to ensure their sub contractors, sub sub contractors and 
sub sub sub contractors (you get the gist) conform. It is not hard to imagine why the poor old Red 
Indians opposed the Iron Horse? 

Transport for Bucks (TfB): We still await attention to long standing problems, including signage at the 
Aylesbury end of Berryfields road to denote the 7.5 ton weight limit, replacement of the signpost  at our 
station crossroads, plus the desperate need for white line repainting at that junction where we continue 
to warn of the likelihood of a fatal collision, so do take extra care traversing that area, kerbstone 
resetting in Lower Street and carriageway repairs in lower Station road towards the A41. 
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Facebook etc Please note that the Parish Council does not respond to comments made on social media. If 
you have issues you wish to raise please make contact via our Clerk whose details are freely available, or 
by completing the form on our website. You can even take advantage of the slot during our monthly 
meetings, again via our Clerk, and address the Council in person. 
 

Blocked drains: This is another problem which, despite promises galore, over several years, in answer to 
frequent polite and impolite pleas, remains unresolved. When rain falls the consequent flooding in 
Lower Street means that pedestrians wishing to avoid a soaking need to walk on the opposite pavement 
to the School side, yet we are still told there are roads in the county having greater traffic and pedestrian 
flows where remedial work is more urgent.  Station Road, Berryfields crossroads, The Willows and 
Townsend have similar long-standing issues. Unfortunately, we are wholly reliant on Buckinghamshire 
Council for a resolution since they hold the purse strings for such work. 

Litter: Hopefully you will have noticed how local residents have cleaned up so many of our verges, 
several using their permitted exercise to clear litter. Many thanks to all those concerned. We still have 
one or two road lengths without volunteers. 2 or 3 more are needed to complete coverage of the main 
parish highways? 

Thames Water: Should they ever leave us for any long period how much we would miss their traffic 
lights and fenced off portions of road, often within a few feet of an actual leak, as revealed by water 
seeping through the tarmac inches from the hole dug in front of Quainton Garage. How often do we 
marvel at sections of road cordoned off with no evidence of workers? It is all too easy to be cynical – I 
hold my hands up - but a chat with those who are at work often reveals that they are aware of residents’ 
annoyance and frustration, being frequently just as frustrated themselves for they find themselves 
working without any up to date plans so confusion between new and old mains pipes, storm and fresh 
water courses, plus previous workforce’s botched efforts, mislead and impede them. They know many of 
us view them in unflattering light and they sometimes face understandably embittered and, even a few, 
vocally hostile residents. Worth a bit of sympathy perhaps? 

Allotments: Occasionally there have been thefts of produce from holders’ plots and recently the theft of 
some special soil, in bags, was reported. These bags would have required collection by a vehicle. Please 
be alert and notify any concerns to police and Clerk. 

The public footpath across Trail Flatt land has now dried out. No one owned up to chaining the kissing 
gate access to the Skate Park. The chain has been removed. 

Skate Park: Sadly, no news has been received that the spray-painting offender has been identified so 
residents will have to pay for consequent repainting. The amenity is now open for play but users need to 
obey the government guidelines which are displayed at the park.  

Our elected County Councillor, Janet Blake, has resigned and is unlikely to be replaced until the 2021 
elections. As a consequence of the postponed elections to next May, for the next twelve months relevant 
District Councillors will also be members of the new Buckinghamshire Council so that Scott Raven will 
be our main representative. 

Clerk Vacancy: As indicated in the April News our present Clerk has kindly offered to remain in post 
until October in order to see the Council through the present situation. In hope of a smooth transition we 
wish to ensure outgoing and incoming clerks are able to work alongside each other for at least a couple 
of months so we would be looking to make an appointment around or before August.  

Next Parish Council Meeting: Thursday 11th June is almost certain to be conducted by video 
conferencing, as was our May meeting. Thanks to our Clerk’s tutoring our ease with this system, which 
is new to most of us, continues to improve. Members of the public are invited to view and participate as 
appropriate. Four residents were present online at that May meeting. The Clerk provides details via the 
PC website and Quainton Alert. If you wish to be present, please notify him.  
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Quainton School Update:  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * 
Quainton PTA News: 
 
We drew the April 100 Club winners and the winners are as follows: 
 

1st Prize  £50 No. 34 Tim Wooller 

2nd Prize £20 No. 42 Trish Aplin 

3rd Prize £10 No. 40 Graham & Ruth Newman 

4th Prize £5 No. 100 Sandy Finnie 

 For more information, email: quainton.pta@gmail.com 
  

Quainton Golf Society 
We are a friendly Society of golfers of varying standards and we (normally) 
meet monthly for events at local courses.  
 

Our next event is due to be on 26th June at Aylesbury Vale Golf Club.  
This is obviously dependant on current restrictions being relaxed.  
 

For more information, and to check for cancellations, please contact Vince Hemsley on 
07427555656 or vince.hemsley63@virginmedia.com. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Quainton School remains open for children of key workers. We 
are continuing our provision throughout half-term.   
 
We are busy preparing the school ready for the partial reopening 
in June. The Orchard and field have been 'trimmed' ready for 
use.  We intend to utilise all our outside space to help with the 
social distancing guidance offered by the Government.  
 
Additionally, we have been painting, weeding, scrubbing, 
rearranging furniture and cleaning so we are prepared as we can 
be for the children returning.  
 
In addition, we are thinking ahead to next year; we have 
plenty of new members of staff that we will be welcoming to 
Quainton to carry on the good work from this year. Exciting 
times ahead for Quainton school! 
 

All the best and keep safe. 
Mr James Vernon, Headteacher 
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Quainton Facebook Pages 
In case you are new to the village, new to Facebook or just unaware, I thought I’d let you 
know about our two very active and useful Facebook pages for Quainton residents. 
 
The most important one can be found by searching ‘Quainton Village Life’ on Facebook. This 
is just for Quainton residents and is a fabulous place to ask questions, share photos, give or 
ask for advice, get/share recommendations (for anything from which takeaways deliver to 
Quainton to the best local walks); some days we just share lovely photos from around our 
special village... anything really! If you need to ask a question, you are likely to get an answer 
within minutes.  
 
The second useful page is ‘Quainton Buying & Selling’, which is just that – it is used to buy 
and sell items locally. This has a wider audience and members of this page stretch to other 
surrounding villages. 
 

Local Sheep Attacked by Dog 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quainton Tennis Courts Re-open 
 

Following the recent announcement by the government, the LTA has allowed all tennis clubs 
with outside courts to reopen.  There are a few common sense rules in place to protect players. 
The main ones being only one singles game is allowed at any one time, unless all players are 
from the same household and, social distancing should be maintained.  One and a half hour 
slots are now bookable via a new App, which all members can use for free.  Table tennis is also 
available to use during your booking period. 
 

Membership renewals are now due, with new members also very welcome - of any age or 
ability.  If you would like know more or join our friendly community tennis club, then please 
get in touch with Claire Lucas (angelclaire10@icloud.com).  It costs less than £4 per week for a 
family of four, which is very good value. 
 

We hope to hold our annual open day in early September, when the situation permits. 

The Neighbourhood Policing Team have asked to 
remind all dog owners to always keep dogs on leads 
around sheep. There have been two recent attacks by 
dogs near to Quainton and Berryfields. In one 
incident a ewe was severely maimed. This message 
applies equally to cows with calves.  
   
Quainton Parish Council 
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Rabans Lane Recycling Centre re-opens on Friday 29th May 
Rabans Lane household recycling centre has reopened with traffic measures in place to 
manage queues at busy times. Residents still need to carefully consider whether their trip is 
essential and only visit these sites if they cannot store their waste or dispose of it in another 
responsible way. These four sites will resume their normal summer opening times, 9am to 
6pm. Open every day except Wednesday and Thursday. 
The number of people allowed to visit any site at one time has to be limited to ensure social 
distancing, so queues will build up during busy times. Temporary parking restrictions will be 
in force on Rabans Close to stop queues blocking the road. 
 

• Bring proof of address – only Buckinghamshire residents will be allowed entry 
• Check waiting times online to avoid busiest times 
• Don't arrive before the sites open 
• Remember social distancing measures are now in place, which also means no 

assistance for unloading can be provided 
• Don't bring a trailer 
• Only one person out of the vehicle whilst on site. 
• Remember that non-household waste will be charged for in the usual way. 

 
Quainton Gardening Society 
We have cancelled the car outing that was arranged for June but we are still not sure about the 
coach outing to Coton Manor Gardens on the 9thJuly, which is 5 weeks or so away and much 
could happen in that time. 
    If by then things are improving, the coach is happy to go and Coton Manor Garden are 
open, then if there are enough expressions of interest, we will book it.  Please ring Glenys 
Davies 655326 or Sue Wright 655250 if you think you would like to go.  Even if we only get 20 
people, we would consider running it. 
 

Gardening tips for June: 
• Free fertiliser can be made from nettles – good for fruit bushes, roses, annuals and 

sweetcorn, also comfrey if you can find it in the hedgerows – good for tomatoes. Look 
online for recipes! 

• Pinch out side shoots of upright (ie not bush) tomatoes.  
• With rain in short supply, think of where you could put more water butts or any leak proof 

container to make the most of what we do get. Many plants prefer it.  
• Think of building a bug hotel – sticks, bits of pallet, loo roll centres etc. 
• Children might like to measure their sunflower’s growth, perhaps every two weeks and 

keep a record. 
• It’s the right time (or not too late) to plant Dwarf French Beans directly in the ground. Try a 

purple podded variety such as Purple Teepee – much easier to pick.  Or if space is limited, 
try growing climbing French Beans, such as Blue Lake, up a wigwam of sticks. You will be 
picking until the first frost. 
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Quainton Memorial Hall News 
Annual General Meeting 
The AGM was due to take place in May but was postponed for obvious reasons. The meeting 
will be re-arranged as soon as social distancing rules allow. 
  

Sound system 
QMH now has its own sound system. The system was supplied and installed in April by IAG 
Technology, a local audio visual specialist, based at Leaches Farm Business Centre on the A41. 
There are 4 wall mounted speakers in each corner of the main hall, 2 hand-held and 2 lapel 
microphones, a media player (CD, USB and Bluetooth connectivity) and an additional socket 
for a mixing desk.  Every cloud has a silver lining… with the hall out of use during lockdown, 
it was easy to find 2 consecutive days when the installation team were able to work without 
disturbing anyone. We look forward to the time when the system can be used when meetings, 
activities and entertainment resume in the hall.   
  

Decorating 
Graham Wray, the Quainton Painter, also used the lockdown as an opportunity to redecorate 
the kitchen. Many thanks to Graham who kindly donated his time free of charge.   
  

Don’t forget ... 
The hall has a new website address: quaintonmh.co.uk and the address for the online 
calendar is booking.quaintonmh.co.uk  If you had previously saved shortcuts on your 
computer, these need updating. 
 
Quainton Celebrates 75th Anniversary of VE Day in Lockdown Style 

 

Photo montage over the page... 
 

Following is just a small sample of the photos taken in our village around VE 
Day. There were so many decorated houses, so many social-distanced 
afternoon tea parties. We’ve heard many lovely stories of neighbours coming 
together to celebrate this historic day. Up on Church Street one of our 
neighbours played Churchill’s speech on speakers followed by 1940s music.  
 
And how many of you sung 
along with our Vicar Steve and 

his wife Sarah who walked a lap of the village 
singing “We’ll Meet Again”? 
 

  It was also a day to forget the outside world 
and celebrate our amazing little village and our 
friends and neighbours and a day when we 
were nearly able to pretend that all was well in 
the world. That day will come, and then we 
will celebrate again in true Quainton-style, no 
doubt!     

Louisa Richards 
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Quainton Village Society: “Caring about the village” 
Reg’d Charity No. 802608 

 

 

LOCAL SPECIES - By David Gladwin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keeping four or five cubs (born underground in an 'earth' and growing fast) fed is a full time 
job.  Foxes are certainly more visible in the daytime than in years gone by, especially in 
urban situations where they have proliferated and adapted to eating food cast aside by 
humans.  It is said that when such animals venture back to the countryside they find it 
difficult to survive as they are conditioned to looking for fast food wrappers!Territorial 
animals, foxes have a variety of scent glands in various parts of their bodies which are used 
to mark their territories, as well as those in their feet which are used to mark their tracks, 
making them easier to follow at night.  Although foxes have quite good eyesight and acute 
hearing, they rely mainly on their sense of smell for their undoubted prowess as skilful 
hunters, which leads to their reputation of being sly, crafty and full of guile.   A ruffled 
feather of a ground nesting bird gives off enough scent for the fox to detect it, with the 
obvious conclusion.  Sadly, a fox loose in a poultry pen will usually kill as many as it can 
before disappearing with one hen to feed the family.  Failed human attempts to protect 
livestock gave us the expression to be "outfoxed" by such a wily animal.  An adaptable 
species too, equally at home in a variety of habitats such as grassland, farmland, woodland 
and our Quainton gardens.  Don't forget the old countryside tradition of raising your hat 
when you see "Charlie" pass by! 
 
Quainton 1st Beavers 
Whilst the 1st Quainton Beavers aren’t able to meet each week, we have been setting 
challenges and badge work virtually throughout this time of lockdown. The Beavers 
continue to earn badges and have them awarded on our Facebook group. One challenge that 
we are especially proud of is the scouts ‘Hike to the Moon’ fundraiser in aid of Children in 
Need and Comic Relief.  All ages of Scouts were asked to safely travel 1 mile in order that the 
entire organisation could reach the moon.  The Scouting organisation travelled more than the 
target of 240,000 miles and raised thousands of pounds.  This was the Beaver colony’s first 
ever fund-raising activity and we are pleased to announce we raised over £300.   
 
We know some members of the village supported us and this is our opportunity to say a big 
Thank You! 
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THE FOX.  As the top mammalian 
predator in the country "Charlie" or 
"Reynard's" omnivorous diet includes 
small mammals, birds, frogs, earthworms, 
and carrion, as well as berries and fruit. 
Many vixens will now be working hard to 
feed their cubs born during March and 
April which inevitably means that farm 
poultry are especially under threat.  
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Bonfires: Current Buckinghamshire Council Guidelines 
This subject has been brought up by several residents, in different parts of the village, so it has 
been suggested I publish current guidelines. This is from the Buckinghamshire Council: 
 

Bucks Council: “Please don't have bonfires” 
With many people staying at home during these difficult times to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, we are asking residents to be considerate to their neighbours and avoid having 
bonfires. The effects of bonfires at this time are likely to be much more serious and have a 
bigger impact. Smoke from bonfires can cause health problems for anyone who has breathing 
difficulties, including those suffering from Covid-19 who are isolating and cannot leave their 
homes. More than ever residents need to be able to enjoy the fresh air in their gardens or 
outside areas while they are staying at home to shield, isolate or social distance. Suffering 
smoke from neighbour’s bonfires can cause unnecessary stress and annoyance. 
Plus, bonfires can become out of control or cause accidents, creating extra pressure on the 
already busy emergency services. By not having bonfires you are supporting everyone staying 
at home and allowing the council and the emergency services to focus resources where they 
are most needed. 
 

Alternatives: We understand that the changes to collection services and the closure of the 
refuse and recycling centres may create a storage issue for some residents. However, please 
think of others before burning your waste. Our advice is to compost your garden waste or 
store it, as well as any other waste, until it can be collected or taken to one of our household 
recycling centres once they reopen. 
 

Still Want to have a Bonfire? 
If you do still decide to have a bonfire (there are no laws preventing someone having a bonfire, 
only those that come into play if the fire causes a nuisance), you are advised to follow these 
guidelines to reduce the likelihood of causing a problem: 
DO NOT burn wet or green garden waste, which creates heavy smoke.  
DO NOT burn any oily rags, rubber, plastics or other materials that will create heavy smoke or 
toxic fumes. 
DO NOT light a bonfire when your neighbours have washing drying or are out enjoying their 
gardens or have windows wide open. 
DO advise your nearest neighbours before you light a bonfire so they can be prepared for any 
minor inconvenience that may arise. 
DO choose the time of day and weather conditions that will cause the least inconvenience to 
neighbours. Having a bonfire on a warm day or evening when people want to enjoy their 
gardens and tend to have doors and windows open will cause greater annoyance. 
DO burn material quickly in small quantities so the minimum amount of smoke is created. 
DO choose your bonfire site carefully, well away from trees, boundary fences and windows. 
 

Beware of lighting bonfires when there are unstable weather conditions, for example on very 
windy days it can so easily get out of control. Have a hose-pipe and buckets of water handy 
just in case and never leave a fire unattended. Hose it down until cold before you leave and 
then rake the ashes into the soil as a useful fertiliser and prevent them being blown onto your 
neighbour’s property.  



 

 
 

26  



 

 
 

27 

 

 

QUAINTON FOOTBALL CLUB 
 

Cash prizes each month: over £3500 paid out over 12 months 
 

The March Draw  
 

 £100 116 Pam Hall  £20 80 Mrs S Read 
 £50 103  G Gray   £18 165  Mrs M Friend 
 £25 107  M Simmonds  £12  154 P Elliott 
 £25 130 M Thompson  £10 12 M Burke 
 £25 123 C Harris 

George & Dragon Meal Voucher:   147 Peg Bailey  
 
 

Next Draw on Friday 29h May  

             
 
 

 

 

 

 
Harold (Harry) Sutton Palmer RBA, RI (1854-1933) 
Harry Sutton Palmer was a noted artist who specialised in painting idyllic rustic landscapes of 
the British countryside. Born in Plymouth he studied at the Royal College of Art and won a 
gold medal for his work. He exhibited many works at the London Royal Academy, and other 
galleries. He was a member of the Royal Society of British Artists and Royal Institute of 
Painters in Watercolours. His pictures can now be seen in many museums and private 
collections. He illustrated many travel books for the publisher A & C Black one of which was 
Buckinghamshire and Berkshire – G .E Mitton (A&C Black 1920). One of the illustrations in 
this book is Quainton, as seen here probably painted in the summer of 1919. 
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Quainton News Crossword #2 

 
 

(Solution revealed on p.39) 
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QuaintFest 2020: Saturday 11th July 
 
I think we can safely say, at this stage, that QuaintFest as we know and love it will not be 
happening this year, sadly. It takes an awful lot of organisation and even if given the go 
ahead, we would struggle to put together such a big event with a full programme of live 
music at such short notice. However, if government guidelines change between now and 
then, we will endeavour to put something together – even if we just meet for picnics on The 
Green. If nothing has changed by the time I am sending the July issue to print, then we will 
postpone and wait for guidelines to change and maybe organise something else later in the 
year.        Louisa Richards 
 

Ramblings afar from Finemere Wood 
Charlotte Karmali - Volunteer Warden 
 
As the country went into lockdown, so too did my brain. It is only now, almost 8 weeks later, 
that I feel able to string a few words together. The world is a very strange place right now, 
with life as we know it turned upon its head. Finemere Wood is a sanctuary to me, and being 
unable to visit and to spend time with my Finemere family of volunteers has been a 
challenge. 
 

And so I have had to find a new rhythm to life. My daily walks take me across expanses of 
farmland, a habitat quite different to Finemere Wood, and yet I see many familiar species, 
which is balm to my soul. Hawthorn bushes, stunning with their profusion of white and pale-
pink flowers; Oxeye daisies, sunny and uplifting; and even a Speckled wood butterfly, seen 
by the dozen in Finemere, but I was happy with just one. 
 

There are other creatures around I have paid little attention to in the past. Spurred on by my 
two young nieces, who asked me to identify the “goodness knows what flies” that have 
“hooks” on them, I discovered that the clouds of flies, that hang in the air with their legs 
dangling down, are in fact St Mark’s flies (Bibio marci). Also known as the Hawthorn fly, this 
invertebrate spends most of its life as larva in the soil, emerging as an adult around St Mark’s 
day, April 25th.  These conspicuous flies are in flight for one week and, after mating and 
laying eggs in the soil, they die. They can be seen in large numbers along woodland edges, 
hedgerows and fields and are important pollinators. 
 

I continue with my quest to recognise birdsong, picking out those songs familiar from 
Finemere, with greater ease: the fluting warbles of the Garden warbler and the Blackcap 
(telling them apart is still proving to be problematic); the persistent “chiffchaffing” of the 
Chiffchaff; and the sweet, ebullient, breath-taking song of the Skylark. 
 

When the volunteers will be able to resume normal activities, is an unknown, but I am 
heartened we are now permitted to drive to our place of exercise. Finemere Wood is within 
reach once again. 
 

Contact Charlotte at charlottekarmali@outlook.com for further information. 
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Weather Figures for Quainton 
Averages and Extremes for April 2020 

 

Temperature   Rainfall   
Maximum 27.0ºC  11th Total for month 42.6mm  
Minimum 0.1ºC  14th Wettest day 14.5mm 17th 
Average 
Minimum 

5.7ºC  Rain days 7  

Average 
Maximum 

19.8ºC  Dry days  23  

Highest 
Minimum 

10.7ºC 5th    

Lowest 
Maximum 

9.0ºC 28th    

Wind   Pressure   
Highest gust 35mph   12th Highest 1034hPa 7th 
Average speed 4mph  Lowest 928hPa  14th 

 

Figures supplied by Mike Beales. For the latest weather at Quainton go to: www.quainton-
observatory.net/weather/quainton-weather/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Following government guidance on restrictions on 
social gatherings, QMH is closed until further notice. 
All bookings up until 31st May have been cancelled. 
Bookings for later dates will be reviewed as updates 
from the Government are received.  
For further information, please contact Kath Heirons, 
Chair QMH by calling 01296 651886 or by emailing: 
quaintonmemorialhall@gmail.com 
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Thank You Quainton! 
It is hard to believe that I could have had a 
“significant” birthday in lock-down and 
isolation that was so enjoyable, and this was 
very largely due to living in this wonderful 
village. Of course, I wasn’t the only one 
with a birthday on 28th April. John Coote, 
one of the team who deliver Quainton 
News, was also 80 years old and I am sure 
there were others in the village with a 
birthday on that day. 
 
I had so many cards just from the villagers 
that I had to use my dining table to display 
them all. 
 
Many, many, thanks to everyone who 
kindly delivered their cards and to those 
who brought around various gifts. I have 
almost enough in my cellar to think of 
reopening The White Lion, or perhaps not 
as I couldn’t compete with our excellent 
remaining pub. 
I also want to thank all of those in the 
village who over the past weeks have 
helped make my life remarkably easy, with 
particular thanks to Top shop and the 
George and Dragon and all who work in 
these two admirable businesses.  
   Dick Carter 

Thank you! 
Thank you to 
everyone who 
supported our 
plant sale in aid of 
CICRA (children’s 
Crohn’s charity). 
We raised £437! 
We will post 
acknowledgement 
from CICRA in 
our window as 
soon as we receive 
it.  

Patrina &  
Andrew Law 
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Editor: Louisa Richards, Baker’s Cottage, 32 Church Street, Quainton HP22 4AP. 
Tel: 01296 655560. Email: quaintonnews@gmail.com Web: www.quaintonnews.com 
 

Advertising: All queries to Cicely Davey on:  cicelydavey@gmail.com. 
 

Distribution: Dick Carter, 14 Church Street, Quainton HP22 4AP. Tel: 01296 655432. 
Email: richard.carter11@btinternet.com.  
 

Quainton News by Post: We can send Quainton News by post for £15/year.  
Please send orders with payment to: Mrs Tooms, 7 Torbay, Quainton HP22 4AX.  
Tel: 01296 655306. Cheques payable to: Quainton PCC (QN). 
 

Quainton News Online: Google ‘Quainton News’ to find our website with full 
colour versions of current and past issues. We are also on Facebook!  
 

 

*** Quainton News copy deadline: 16th of the month *** 
 

 
 
 

 
 

New Quainton Website: Quainton Parish Online: www.quainton.org.uk  
 

Quainton Village Life Facebook Page: This is a very active Facebook page for 
Quainton residents. Questions solved, advice, recommendations, plus lots more! 

Quainton Oil Group: Residents wishing to receive regular deliveries of heating oil on 
group negotiated terms from Lovell Fuels should phone 01844 202777 and ask to join the 
Quainton Oil Group. 
 

Quainton Dog Warden: Lost your dog or found someone else’s? Call Jan, our local 
contact point, on 655800 or 07941 946870 for help reuniting lost dogs with their owners. 
 

Memorial Hall Bookings: Online bookings go to: booking.quaintonmh.co.uk, email: 
quaintonmemorialhall@gmail.com, or call Deb Barker Boyd on 01296 655379. To report 
noise/nuisance only at weekends call 07704 851945. 
 

Saye & Sele Hall Bookings: Call John Knox on 655275.  

 

Winwood Almshouses Trust: For enquiries contact: emmatoth@outlook.com 

Refuse & Recycling Collections for June: I am so sorry we got this wrong last 
month. Please remember we are volunteers and only human and mistakes do happen. I also suggest 
that dates around Bank Holidays are double checked, as changes can be made. I highly recommend 
the ‘Bin Collection’ App for phones. Search ‘Aylesbury Vale Bin Collection’ in your App Store. 
 
 
 

Monday 1st June Green refuse wheelie bin and food bin 
** Brown Garden Waste Bin** 

Monday 8th June  Blue-lidded recycling wheelie bin and food bin 
Monday 15th June Green refuse wheelie bin and food bin 

** Brown Garden Waste Bin** 
Tuesday 22nd June Blue-lidded recycling wheelie bin and food bin 
Monday 29th June Green refuse wheelie bin and food bin 

** Brown Garden Waste Bin** 
 

 QUAINTON NEWS 

 VILLAGE SERVICES 
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 SERVICES THIS MONTH AT HOLY CROSS & ST MARY’S CHURCH  

 PARISH REGISTER ENTRIES 

Friday 3rd April:   Graveside Funeral: Gladys Lilian Buckingham 
Wednesday 22nd April:  Graveside Funeral: Paul Elliott 

  
  
  
 

See p.3 

 CROSSWORD ANSWERS  
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 HOLY CROSS & ST. MARY’S CHURCH – OUR FAVOURITE PHOTOS 

Thank you to Peter Harding for sending in this great VE Day photo taken of the church 
over the bunting-adorned fence of The Old Schoolhouse. 

If you have taken a photo of our Church or its surroundings which you would like to see 
in print, please email it to me at: quaintonnews@gmail.com  Thank you, Louisa, Editor 
 
 
 

Quainton News: Our Parish Magazine & Village Newsletter 
Editor: Mrs Louisa Richards 

Assistant Editor: Melanie Curtis. Web Editor: Beth Vining. Advertising: Cicely Davey. 
Contributions to the Editor: Baker's Cottage, 32 Church Street, Quainton HP22 4AP 

Tel: 01296 655560.  Email: quaintonnews@gmail.com. Website: www.quaintonnews.com 

Please note the copy deadline is the 16th of each month 
 
 
 

 VILLAGE CALENDAR 

29th May: Rabans Lane Recycling Centre re-opening, 9am-6pm 
11th June: PC Meeting via video conference, see p.11 for details. 
 

Dates for your Diaries: 
11th July:  QuaintFest – looking less likely... but see p.31 for more information 
5th September: Annual Show of Produce 


